
Paying their respects

YUICHI YAMAZAKI/POOL PHOTO VIA AP
South Korea’s Yoon Suk Yeol, left, and Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida shake hands during a visit to the Monument in Memory of 
the Korean Victims of the A-bomb near the Peace Park Memorial in 
Hiroshima, Japan, on Sunday.

An asteroid by the name of 2023 
JK is expected to zip past Earth today, 
missing our planet by just a little more 
than a million miles.

According to NASA, 2023 JK is 
roughly the size of a commercial jet. Or, 
as The Jerusalem Post measures it, the 
length of 18 adult male Pacific walruses. 
Lying in a row. Heads and tusks down.

Also passing by today, and clocking in 
at roughly the same size as 2023 JK, will 
be asteroid JD4. It’ll miss the Earth by 
nearly twice the distance of 2023 JK.

2023 JK’s passing may be a close 
call in comparison to the other floating 
rocks. For the sake of perspective, the 
moon comes within 240,000 miles of 
Earth. 
— New York Daily News

FORMIDABLE ASTEROID TO 
HURL PAST EARTH TODAY

Miami — For the third time this month, there 
has been a shark attack in the Florida Keys. On 
Friday, a fisherman was hospitalized after a shark 
bite, deputies said. And this time, the shark struck 
while on land.

Around 8 p.m., the 35-year-old was fishing off 
a dock on Flagship Drive in Summerland Key, the 
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office said. The shark was 
on the dock with the angler when it took a bite of 
his foot.

It’s unclear if the man, who was not identified, 
reeled in the shark or how it ended up on the 
dock. 

He was flown to Jackson South Medical Center. 
His condition is unknown, deputies said.

The day before, another man was bitten on the 
leg when he was out spearfishing off the Middle 
Keys city of Marathon.
— Miami Herald

IT’S NOT EVEN SAFE ON LAND: 
SHARK BITES MAN ON DOCK

WEATHER
Today, partly sunny and pleasant. 
High 71. Monday, mostly sunny and 
mild. High 68. E6

INDEX
Books/F2
Business/B1 
Classified/C1 
Comics/G2
Daybreak/F1
Editorials/B3
Nation/A3
Obituaries/D3, 5

Police logs/D2 
Public notices/C3
Puzzles/C5
Region/D1
Sports/E1
Stocks/B5
Television/F3
World/A3

Sports: National Treasure wins Preakness Stakes  Page E1

VOL. 141, NO. 324  NEW LONDON  www.theday.com  $4.00SUNDAY, MAY 21, 2023

CONFRONTING THE CORONAVIRUS

End of COVID-19 public 
health emergency means 
different things for everyone
By ERICA MOSER
Day Staff Writer

The Groton nursing and independent living 
facility Fairview posted a video a week and a 
half ago in which nurses removed their masks in 

unison, threw them into the air graduation-cer-
emony style, and shouted, “Woooo!”

Infection preventionist Emily Malone said 
residents are happy to see staff members’ faces 
again. The end of mandatory mask protocol co-
incided with the end of National Nurses Week, 
but even more timely with the end of the federal 
and state COVID-19 public health emergencies 
on May 11.

No more masks? No more tests?

Legal defense fund has 
collected $2M for Penny 

By WILL WEISSERT
Associated Press

Washington — Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis urged the nation to show 
Daniel Penny that “America’s got his 
back.” Former U.N. Ambassador Nikki 
Haley called for New York’s governor 
to pardon Penny, and biotech entre-
preneur Vivek Ramaswamy donated 
$10,000 to his legal defense fund.

Republican presidential hopefuls 
have lined up to support Penny, a 
24-year-old U.S. Marine veteran who 
was caught on video pinning an ag-
itated fellow subway passenger in 
New York City to the floor in a choke-
hold. The passenger, 30-year-old 
Jordan Neely, later died from com-
pression of the neck, according to the 
medical examiner.

Penny has been charged with man-
slaughter. His attorneys say he acted 
in self-defense.

He’s already become a hero to ma-
ny Republicans, who have trumpeted 
Penny as a Good Samaritan moving 
to protect others in a Democrat-led 
city that they say is unsafe — even 
though criminal justice experts say 
current crime levels are more com-
parable to where New York was a 
decade ago, when people frequently 
lauded it as America’s safest big city.

The GOP support for Penny has 
been unwavering, despite the fact 
that Neely, who was Black, never got 
physical with anyone on the train be-
fore he was placed in the chokehold 
for several minutes by Penny, who is 
white.

The rush to back Penny recalls how 
then-President Donald Trump and 
other top Republicans fiercely sup-
ported Kyle Rittenhouse during the 
2020 presidential election. Ritten-
house, a white teenager who killed 
two men and wounded a third during 
a tumultuous night of protests in 
Wisconsin over a Black man’s death, 
was acquitted.

More recently, Texas Republican 
Gov. Greg Abbott vowed to pardon 
Daniel Perry, a white Army sergeant 
who was sentenced to 25 years in 
prison for fatally shooting an armed 
man during a 2020 Black Lives Mat-
ter protest in the state’s capital of 
Austin.

Top Republicans have tried to 
make rising crime rates a political 

GOP hopefuls 
rush to defend 
Marine who 
choked rider  
on NYC train

The end of the emergencies means 
state-supported COVID-19 test sites 
will close June 30, the same day the 
state Department of Public Health 
will end its mobile and homebound 
COVID-19 vaccination programs.  

COMING TO THE RESCUE

SARAH GORDON/THE DAY

Lawrence + Memorial Hospital paramedic John Gavin puts his bag back together after riding to the hospital with a patient in an ambulance 
during a shift on Monday.   

By BRIAN HALLENBECK
Day Staff Writer

New London — Medic 11, at the 
time a custom-built Ford Bronco, re-
sponded to the first call 35 years ago.

Since then, Lawrence + Memorial 
Hospital’s paramedic intercept pro-
gram has added three more “trucks” 
— Ford Explorer SUVs christened 
Medic 12, Medic 14 and Medic 15 
— and, recently, two discharge am-

bulances that transport patients 
between hospitals and other health 
care facilities.

Ron Kersey, the program’s manag-
er, decided long ago there would be 
no Medic 13. No reason to mock fate, 
he reasoned, especially when you’re 
in the business of saving lives.

It’s anyone’s guess how many lives 
L+M paramedics — the original staff 
of four full-timers now numbers 30, 

including 10 full-time, four part-
time and daily paramedics — have 
helped save since that first run on 
March 19, 1988.

Thousands? Maybe. Hundreds? 
Certainly.

“People in this business get in-
to it to help people,” Tim Law, 58, 
of Waterford, the program’s chief 
paramedic, said last Monday. “That’s 

L+M paramedics help save lives for 35 years

By TERELL WRIGHT
Special to The Day

New London — In 2020, Maya Scott 
moved into her second apartment. 

For the 25-year-old Scott, it was her 
first apartment in New London, where 
she grew up, and a chance to begin her 
adult life in the city with her fiancé, Ju-
lian Tolliver, and her dog, Bella.

After graduating from high school, she 
got a certificate in phlebotomy and a job 

at Quest Diagnostics. Her rent began at 
$1,100 in 2020 for a two-bedroom apart-
ment on Bayonet Street. The modest, yet 
spacious 1,100-square-foot unit was a 
testament that young people could have 
an affordable home in New London and 
start a life here as well.

In 2022, Scott was told her rent would 
be raised to $1,422, an increase of 29%. 
Quickly, she began to realize the rising 
prices were not justified.

“It’s not luxury. It’s basic,” Scott said 
about her apartment. 

Recently, she received a notice that 
her rent would go up to $1,540, a 40% in-
crease from the lease she initially signed 
in 2020. 

Young people feel left out of the housing market

Maya Scott asks Julian Tolliver a question as they make dinner last month at their apartment in New London. The 
couple are looking for a new place to live because of rising rent. SARAH GORDON/THE DAY

HOUSING 
SOLUTIONS LAB

Editor’s note: In describing 
paramedics’ responses to 
potentially life-threatening 
emergency calls. The Day has 
sought to preserve the ano-
nymity of patients by avoid-
ing the use of their names, 
addresses and other personal 
information.
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