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Weather: Warmer
with clouds yielding to sun.
High: 75. Low: 56. Page A18

STAMFORD — Remote learning will
return to Stamford high schools this fall.

But this time, it has nothing to do with
the COVID-19 pandemic, and the scale
will be much smaller.

Starting next school year, the district
will implement a pilot remote learning
program for roughly 30 students across
all three high schools: Stamford High,

Westhill and the Academy of Informa-
tion Technology & Engineering. The op-
tion will be fully remote — meaning stu-
dents will complete their studies entirely
online and outside of school buildings —
but students who are accepted into the
program will still be tied to their home
school and can take advantage of that
school’s in-person offerings and extra-
curricular events such as sports and
prom.

Remote learning to return
Stamford schools offered lessons online during COVID
—now it’s coming back, but only for some students

By Ignacio Laguarda
STAFF WRITER

Learning continues on A8

Over the past two years, Con-
necticut has seen a dramatic
rise in accused domestic vi-

olence abusers being arrested mul-
tiple times for violating orders to
stay away from, or stop threatening,
their victims, a CT Insider investiga-
tion has found.

In both 2021 and 2022, there were
about 9,400 charges filed against
abusers for violating restraining
and protective orders according to
state Judicial Branch data. That was
about 4,200 more violations, or 81%
higher, than the annual average the
state saw over the previous decade.
At the same time, the number of
court orders issued stayed about the
same, meaning repeat violations
drove the overall increase in
charges.

The trend has sparked alarm
among advocates, prosecutors and
survivors who say more must be
done to hold violators accountable
and protect survivors.

Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media

A vigil held in memory of Julie Minogue, in Milford, on Dec. 11. Minogue was killed in her Milford home in
December.

Survivors face domestic
violence ‘over and over’

Over the last six years,140domestic violence
victims have been killed in Connecticut,

At least17of those victims were allegedly killed by offenders who
had previously been arrested for violating a protective or restraining order,
some multiple times, a CT Insider analysis of homicide case details shows.

Survivors, advocates lament how state’s bail
system doesn’t consider offenders’ dangerousness

By Jacqueline Rabe Thomas
and Taylor Johnston

INVESTIGATION

Violations continues on A6

STAMFORD — Stamford Realtors are
sometimes the first point of contact for those
interested in moving to the city, and one of
the first questions they tend to hear is some
variation of “How are the schools?”

That can be a tricky question to answer
for Realtors who don’t have first-hand
knowledge of the school system, which is
why a new initiative was launched this year
between thedistrict and the StamfordBoard
of Realtors.

Since January, Superintendent Tamu
Lucero has taken a group of roughly 10
Stamford real estate agents on a tour of one
of the city’s public schools everymonth. The
first tour was held at Roxbury Elementary
School, with visits to Hart Magnet Elemen-
tary School, Strawberry Hill School and
Stillmeadow Elementary School in subse-
quent months.

The ideawas the brainchild ofRealtor Jef-
frey Wirz, who was appointed to a three-
year term to be the Board of Realtors’ school
liaison in 2019.

By that year, the school system was still
hosting district-wide open houses in No-
vemberwhichwere open to the public. Dur-
ing the event, all of the schools would open
their doors and provide information about
the school and the district to parents, pro-
spective parents and anyone else who at-
tended.

Wirz, who attended them, said he found
the sessions to be very useful for his role as a
Realtor but he noticed that other agents
weren’t taking advantage of the opportunity.

He said he also noticed that many Real-
tors he knew didn’t live in Stamford, and
even if they did, many didn’t have children
in the school system or had children en-
rolled in Stamford schools many years ago.

Potential
homebuyers:
‘How are
the schools?’
Why superintendent is
personally taking Realtors
on tours of city schools

H John Voorhees III/Hearst Connecticut Media

Superintendent Tamu Lucero speaks
with members of the Stamford Board of
Realtors during a tour of Stillmeadow
Elementary School on April 24.
Members have been touring Stamford
schools in an effort to better pitch the
school system to potential homebuyers
in a new initiative that started this year.

By Ignacio Laguarda
STAFF WRITER

Realtors continues on A8

RIDGEFIELD — Those who
don’t remember the headlines
about the model father charged
with criminally negligent homi-
cide for leaving his toddler in a

car should not feel unprepared to
read a new book about themoth-
er’s journey to find love on the
other side of brokenness.

The mother takes the reader
scene-by-scene through the
minefields of shock and grief to
replay the exceptionally bleak

days of pain and blame that she
and her husband endured when
the world thought the worst of
them, so that newcomers to the
story don’t miss a thing.

But for everyonewho followed
the tragic hot car death of 15-
month-old Benjamin Seitz and

were surprised that the mother
Lindsey Rogers-Seitz supported
her husband, Kyle, so faithfully,
there is a backstory that almost
no one knew about at the time,
which according to her is the key
to understanding everything.

‘Really understand unconditional love’
Mother whose toddler son died in hot car in Ridgefield writes amemoir

Courtesy of Lindsey Rogers-Seitz

Lindsey Rogers-Seitz, mother
of Ben, above, is the author
of a memoir, “The Gift of Ben:
Loving Through Imperfection.”

By Rob Ryser
STAFF WRITER

Seitz continues on A8


