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Weather: Warmer with clouds
yielding to sun.
High: 75. Low: 51. Page A18

Over the past two years,
Connecticut has seen a
dramatic rise in accused
domestic violence abusers
being arrested multiple
times for violating orders
to stay away from, or stop

threatening, their victims,
a CT Insider investigation
has found.

In both 2021 and 2022,
there were about 9,400
charges filed against abus-
ers for violating restrain-
ing and protective orders
according to state Judicial
Branch data. That was
about 4,200 more viola-
tions, or 81% higher, than

the annual average the
state saw over the previ-
ous decade. At the same
time, the number of court
orders issued stayed
about the same, meaning
repeat violations drove
the overall increase in
charges.

The trend has sparked
alarm among advocates,
prosecutors and survivors

who say more must be
done to hold violators ac-
countable andprotect sur-
vivors.

One survivor described
to CT Insider the struggle
she’s faced trying to es-
cape the violent cycle of
domestic abuse from a
man who has been arrest-
ed multiple times for alle-
gations he repeatedly vio-
lated court orders to stay
away from her.

Aria, whose name has
been changed for this sto-

ry to protect her identity
because she fears for her
safety, said she ended her
relationship with the fa-

ther of her youngest son,
got her own place and ob-
tained a protective order.

Survivors face domestic
violence ‘over and over’
Survivors and advocates say state’s bail system
doesn’t consider dangers posed by offenders
By Jacqueline Rabe
Thomas
and Taylor Johnston
STAFF WRITERS

Domestic continues on A14
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A vigil held in memory of Julie Minogue in Milford,
Dec. 11, 2022. Minogue was killed in her Milford
home in December.

RIDGEFIELD — Those
who don’t remember the
headlines about the model
father charged with crimi-
nally negligent homicide for
leaving his toddler in a car

should not feel unprepared to
read a new book about the
mother’s journey to find love
on the other side of broken-
ness.

The mother takes the read-
er scene-by-scene through the
minefields of shock and grief
to replay the exceptionally

bleak days of pain and blame
that she and her husband
endured when the world
thought the worst of them, so
that newcomers to the story
don’t miss a thing.

But for everyone who fol-
lowed the tragic hot car death
of 15-month-old Benjamin

Seitz and were surprised that
the mother Lindsey Rogers-
Seitz supported her husband,
Kyle, so faithfully, there is a
backstory that almost no one
knew about at the time, which
according to her is the key to
understanding everything.
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Lindsey Rogers-Seitz is the author of a memoir, “The Gift of Ben: Loving Through Imperfection.” It is about finding hope
and love on the other side of brokenness following the death of her son, Ben. Lindsey Rogers-Seitz is shown with Ben and
her husband, Kyle Seitz.

‘Really understand
unconditional love’

Mother whose toddler son died in hot car in Ridgefield writes amemoir

By Rob Ryser
STAFF WRITER

Memoir continues on A9

Connecticut doesn’t have the
largest moose population, which
added to the level of surprise this
past weekwhen twowere struck
and killed by vehicles within 12
hours of each other on Wednes-
day

Neither the driver in theNorth
Haven accident that happened

Biologists: A
dangerous
time of year
formoose
By Vincent Gabrielle
STAFF WRITER

Moose continues on A15

DANBURY — Keshia Smith-Davis, principal
at Great Plain Elementary School, said it turned
out “the second time is the charm” after she was
named the 2023 Elementary School Principal of
the Year in Connecticut.

“When I heard about it, I was honored, taken
aback, surprised and overwhelmed,” Smith-Da-
vis said.

In her 19 years as principal at Great Plain,
Smith-Davis said her focus has been on creating
a school where kindness, compassion and com-
mitment to excellence are the cornerstones.

The Principal of the Year Program is spon-
sored by the ConnecticutAssociation of Schools,
which each year gives out one award in each of
three categories. Other recipients this year are
Rachael Caggiano, from Derby Middle School,
who was named Middle School Principal of the
Year; and Kristen St. Germain, from Wheeler
High in North Stonington, who was named the
High School Principal of the Year. They will be
celebrated on Oct. 26 at Saint Clem-

City educator named a state Principal of theYear
By Dan Nowak
STAFF WRITER
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Great Plain Elementary School Principal Keshia Smith-Davis has been
named Connecticut Elementary School Principal of the Year by the
Connecticut Association of Schools. Principal continues on A9

NEWTOWN — It has taken
50 years as a priest— and half of
that time here where the Sandy
Hook tragedy brought “unimag-
inable crisis” — for Monsignor
Robert Weiss to boil down his
advice to the next pastor to two
words.

Celebrating
50 years as
a priest

By Rob Ryser
STAFF WRITER
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Monsignor Robert Weiss,
pastor of St. Rose of Lima
Church in Newtown.

Priest continues on A9

Newtown toasts
pastor who ‘gave face
to the power of faith’
after SandyHook

Their futures in their war-
torn country gone, these Af-
ghan artisans are keeping cen-
turies-old traditions alive in
Connecticut. Pictured are the
Malikzadas, from left, Abdul
Matin, Dina, Usman, Najila,
Omar and Nilab.

Crafting
new lives

See Sunday Arts & Style , D1
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