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Weather: Warmer with clouds
and sun. High: 76. Low: 52.
A18

Over the past two years, Con-
necticut has seen a dramatic
rise in accuseddomestic vio-

lence abusers being arrested multi-
ple times for violating orders to stay
away from, or stop threatening, their
victims, a CT Insider investigation
has found.

In both 2021 and 2022, there were
about 9,400 charges filed against
abusers for violating restraining and
protective orders according to state
Judicial Branchdata. Thatwas about
4,200more violations, or 81% higher,
than the annual average the state
saw over the previous decade. At the
same time, the number of court or-
ders issued stayed about the same,
meaning repeat violations drove the
overall increase in charges.

The trend has sparked alarm
among advocates, prosecutors and
survivors who say more must be
done to hold violators accountable
and protect survivors.

One survivor described to CT In-
sider the struggle she’s faced trying

Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media

A vigil held in memory of Julie Minogue, in Milford, Dec. 11, 2022. Minogue was killed in her Milford home in
December.

Survivors face domestic
violence ‘over and over’

Over the last six years,140domestic violence
victims have been killed in Connecticut,

At least17of those victims were allegedly killed by offenders who
had previously been arrested for violating a protective or restraining order,
some multiple times, a CT Insider analysis of homicide case details shows.

Survivors, advocates lament how state’s bail
system doesn’t consider offenders’ dangerousness

By Jacqueline Rabe Thomas
and Taylor Johnston

INVESTIGATION

Domestic continues on A6

GREENWICH—The state says the Pem-
berwick Dam has “high hazard potential”
but it didn’t receive regular safety inspec-
tions for a decade because no one would
claim ownership.

Tracking down the owners has proven
difficult and getting the dam inspected reg-
ularly may still be an issue going forward.

“You don’t want to have a tragedy, and
then just ... fall back on the fact that itwasn’t
our responsibility, it was the state’s. And
then the state would say it was ours,” said
First Selectman Fred Camillo. “No one
wants to hear that. They just want to make
sure they’re safe.”

The dam was last inspected in August
2012, before the Town of Greenwich stepped
in to pay for an inspection on March 7, ac-
cording to an inspection report provided to

PemberwickDam
neglected for
years, state says
By Andy Blye
STAFF WRITER
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Water falls down the Pemberwick Dam
in the Pemberwick section of Greenwich.

Dam continues on A8

Connecticut doesn’t have the largest
moose population, which added to the level
of surprise this past week when two were
struck and killed by vehicles within 12 hours
of each other onWednesday

Neither thedriver in theNorthHavenacci-
dent that happened just after dawn nor the
driver in the Hartland crash that occurred
just after dark were injured in the crash and
the vehicles avoided heavy damage. It’s not
often these incidents have happened in Con-
necticut oftentimes when they have hap-
pened elsewhere, becausemoose canbe large
animals, more damage or serious risk of in-
jury is possible.

“Thenumber of of fatalities, the number of
incidents we have on roadways is relatively
consistent with our populations,” said Paul
Copleman, a DEEP spokesperson. “It’s been
relatively consistent for some time.”

Between 100-150 moose reside in the state,
the vastmajority of them concentrated in the
northwest corner. Of the 50-or-so moose-ve-
hicle crashes since1995,12haveoccurred inor
around Hartland — a town of about only
2,000 people that borders Massachusetts.

State biologists:
A dangerous time
of year formoose
By Vincent Gabrielle
STAFF WRITER

Moose continues on A8

GREENWICH — The
town has given the Na-
thaniel Witherell nursing
home nearly $1 million to
keep the town-owned
skilled nursing and care
facility from defaulting on
its bills.

The Witherell has been
dealing with accounting
issues recently; last
month, the facility wrote
off $4 million from its
books, mostly because it
failed to file paperwork
for Medicare and Medic-
aid reimbursement on
time in years past.

Monday, the Board of
Estimate and Taxation
made two moves to help
the facility get back on

firm financial footing. The
BET approved a $530,000
transfer among some of
the Witherell’s internal
accounts and a $920,000
appropriation from the
town’sgeneral fund tocov-
er service costs through
the end of June.

The added money, the
BET and Witherell staff
hope,will ensure the facil-
ity pays its bills and keeps
patients in good care
through the end of the
2022-23 fiscal year on June
30.

Before the BET ap-
proved the motions, the
Witherellwas projecting a
budget shortfall of just
over $1million for the cur-
rent fiscal year. The short-
fall was due to higher-

Greenwich gives
Witherell nursing
home nearly $1M
By Andy Blye
STAFF WRITER

Witherell continues on A8

RIDGEFIELD — Those who
don’t remember the headlines
about the model father charged
with criminally negligent homicide
for leaving his toddler in a car
should not feel unprepared to read
anewbook about themother’s jour-
ney to find love on the other side of
brokenness.

The mother takes the reader
scene-by-scene through the mine-
fields of shock and grief to replay
the exceptionally bleak days of pain
and blame that she and her hus-
band endured when the world
thought the worst of them, so that
newcomers to the story don’t miss a
thing.

But for everyone who followed
the tragic hot car death of 15-month-
old Benjamin Seitz and were sur-
prised that the mother Lindsey
Rogers-Seitz supported her hus-
band, Kyle, so faithfully, there is a

backstory that almost no one knew
about at the time, which according
to her is the key to understanding
everything.

“The overarching question that
most people couldn’t understand in
2014 is how could I stand by him
through that,” saidLindseyRogers-
Seitz, whose memoir, “The Gift of
Ben: Loving Through Imperfec-
tion,” was released earlier this
month. “And to really understand
as we go through the story of what
happened with Ben, the reader has
to also simultaneously understand
what I went through when I was in
my 20s and how Kyle supported
me.”

The idea that something else was
at stake of equal weight to the fami-
ly’s crisis may seem unlikely. But as
the mother makes clear from the
opening pages, the unraveling of
Lindsey Rogers-Seitz’s life allowed
her to accept her bipolar disease,
which showedher anewway to love
her son, her husband and herself.

“I had lived in the darkness for
too long, afraid to be who I really
was, to admit one of the most inte-
gral parts of my life and say to an-

‘Really understand unconditional love’

By Rob Ryser
STAFF WRITER

Toddler continues on A14

Mother whose toddler died in hot car writes
amemoir about how she escaped ‘darkness’

Courtesy of Lindsey Rogers-Seitz

Lindsey Rogers-Seitz is the
author of a memoir, “The Gift of
Ben: Loving Through
Imperfection.” It is about finding
hope and love on the other side of
brokenness following the death
of her son, Ben.


