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Weather: Warmer with
clouds yielding to sun.
High: 73. Low: 55. Page A24

Over the past two years, Con-
necticut has seen a dramatic
rise in accused domestic vi-

olence abusers being arrested mul-
tiple times for violating orders to
stay away from, or stop threatening,
their victims, a CT Insider investiga-
tion has found.

In both 2021 and 2022, there were
about 9,400 charges filed against
abusers for violating restraining and
protective orders according to state
Judicial Branch data. That was
about 4,200 more violations, or 81%
higher, than the annual average the
state saw over the previous decade.
At the same time, the number of
court orders issued stayed about the
same, meaning repeat violations
drove the overall increase in
charges.

The trend has sparked alarm
among advocates, prosecutors and
survivors who say more must be
done to hold violators accountable
and protect survivors.

One survivor described to CT In-
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A vigil held in memory of Julie Minogue, in Milford, Dec. 11. Minogue was killed in her Milford home in
December.

Survivors face domestic
violence ‘over and over’

Over the last six years,140domestic violence
victims have been killed in Connecticut,

At least17of those victims were allegedly killed by offenders who
had previously been arrested for violating a protective or restraining order,
some multiple times, a CT Insider analysis of homicide case details shows.

Survivors, advocates lament how state’s bail
system doesn’t consider offenders’ dangerousness

By Jacqueline Rabe Thomas
and Taylor Johnston
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Violence continues on A8
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FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT

Brian A. Pounds/Hearst
Connecticut Media

Fairfield University
held its 73rd graduate
commencement
ceremony Saturday.
Geoffrey Canada,
president of the
Harlem Children’s
Zone, and founder of
the William Julius
Wilson Institute, was
the graduation
speaker. At left,
Valencia Emile
receives her doctorate
in nursing. Photos on
A9.

“Something has to change, how many times can a person keep offending?
If there’s no punishment involved, they’re gonna keep doing it.

People keep doing stuff unless they’re held accountable.”
Angela Schlingheyde, the director of legal and court advocacy services at The Center for Family Justice in Bridgeport

BRIDGEPORT — It is taking far longer
than initially stated, but John Guedes’ plan
to renovate the shuttered downtown Holi-
day Inn into market-rate apartments is
nearing completion, and the aim is to have
tenants start to move in this summer.

“We’ve had some setbacks,” Guedes ac-
knowledged in a recent interview. “We’re
about 75 percent there.”

About six of the eight residential upper
floors containing over 70 units— there will
be 94 total— are finished and, Guedes said,
he is finalizing a deal with an operator to
re-open the ground floor restaurant/
lounge/catering facility.

Developer:
Holiday Inn
apartments
nearly ready
By Brian Lockhart
STAFF WRITER

Holiday continues on A14

RIDGEFIELD— Those who don’t remem-
ber the headlines about the model father
chargedwithcriminallynegligenthomicide for
leaving his toddler in a car should not feel un-
prepared to read a new book about the moth-
er’s journey to find love on the other side of
brokenness.

Themother takes the reader scene-by-scene
throughtheminefieldsof shockandgrief to re-
play the exceptionally bleak days of pain and
blame that she and her husband endured
when the world thought the worst of them, so
that newcomers to the storydon’tmiss a thing.

But foreveryonewhofollowedthe tragichot
car death of 15-month-old Benjamin Seitz and

Courtesy of Lindsey Rogers-Seitz

Lindsey Rogers-Seitz is the author of a
memoir, “The Gift of Ben: Loving
Through Imperfection.” It is about
finding hope and love on the other side
of brokenness following the death of her
son, Ben, above.

‘Loving
through
imperfection’
Mother whose son died in
hot car writes memoir about
escaping the ‘darkness’
By Rob Ryser
STAFF WRITER

Memoir continues on A14


