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Nuggets on 
brink of Finals
Denver starts, fin-
ishes strong to take 
a 3-0 lead over Los 
Angeles. SPORTS, C1

Tristan turns 
some heads
This Matschie’s tree 
kangaroo is at Chey-
enne Mountain Zoo. 
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BEMOWO PISKIE, POLAND • A barrage of shells, rockets and 
machine-gun fire blasted into distant targets Friday afternoon, 
filling the air with constant explosions near a critical borderland 
where former members of the Soviet Union are connected to the 
rest of NATO by a small strip of land between a Russian province 
and Belarus, a Russian ally.

As Russia’s war on Ukraine stretches into 15 months, the ex-
ercise proved thousands of troops could surge into the area less 
than 90 miles from Poland’s border with Kaliningrad, a Russian 
province.

“Exercises like this inspire confidence that we can fight and 
win … ” said Major Gen. David Hodne of the U.S. 4th Infantry 
Division from Fort Carson. “Our rocket and cannon artillery can 
fire together. Our brigades can maneuver together. Our divisions 

unity from 
within

In Poland, Fort Carson troops help U.S., NATO 
soldiers prove they’re ready to deter Russia

STAFF SGT. AGUSTÍN MONTAÑEZ, U.S. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
A U.S. soldier assigned to Lightning Troop, 3rd Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment, NATO Multinational Division Northeast, throws a smoke 
grenade last week during a combined arms live-fire exercise as part of Griffin Shock 23 held at Bemowo Piskie, Poland. As the framework 
nation in Poland, Exercise Griffin Shock demonstrates the U.S. Army’s ability to assure the NATO alliance by rapidly reinforcing the NATO 
Battle Group Poland to a brigade-size unit.

SPECIAL REPORT: NATO MILITARY TRAINING

BY ZACHARY DUPONT
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The investigation into Le-
tecia Stauch, who was found 
guilty on May 8 of murder-
ing her 11-year-old stepson 
Gannon Stauch, was one of 
the biggest in El Paso County 
history, 4th Judicial District 
Attorney Michael Allen said.

After more than three years 
of actively prosecuting the 
case against Stauch, Allen 
spoke with The Gazette and 
reflected on prosecuting a 
case of that size, the difficul-
ties that come with a trial last-
ing nearly two months, and 
some of the lessons learned 
from the case. 

Allen was one of three attor-
neys, along with Dave Young 
and Angelina Gratiano, who 
prosecuted Stauch.

Allen said it felt weird hav-
ing finally completed the 
trial, which he said was “by 
far” the longest of which he’s 
been a part. Allen said that 
during any trial you tend to 
“live that trial for the time 
you’re in it,” and that after 
two months it was difficult 
to remove himself from the 
case.

“It’s hard to believe that it’s 
done, honestly,” he said. “It 
was hard to at the end turn 
my brain off. So for days af-
terwards I would still wake 
up in the middle of the night 
thinking about things in tri-
al, and then you remember, 
‘Oh yeah, we’re done with tri-
al. I don’t have to think about 

DA looks 
back at 
Stauch 
trial’s end
Finish of yearslong 
event ‘bittersweet’

BY LUIGE DEL PUERTO,  
MARIANNE GOODLAND  

AND HANNAH METZGER
Colorado Politics

By the time Colorado lawmakers 
wrapped up their work on May 8, 
they tackled hundreds of proposals, 
ranging from mundane to monu-
mental, in a session featuring flashes 
of acrimony, intraparty dissent and 
interparty filibustering.

But the 2023 session also saw 

stretches of cooperation and mo-
ments of levity, underpinned by 
the new reality at the Capitol that 
Republicans are powerless to stop 
Democrats when they’re united, and 
the supermajority is deeply frac-
tured on certain issues.

And, for the first time since be-
coming governor, Jared Polis tasted 
a major defeat on a signature pro-
posal. It was made all the more stun-
ning by coming on the heels of an 

election that saw him emerge with a 
sweeping mandate after winning by 
roughly 20 percentage points.

Here are the top issues of the 2023 
legislative session:

Abortion
One of the prevailing narratives 

out of the 2022 elections is that abor-
tion, along with Colorado’s repudia-
tion of Donald Trump, helped Dem-
ocrats achieve sweeping victories 

and dramatic gains up and down the 
ballot. Those wins followed the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. 
Wade, in which the justices handed 
back regulation of abortion to the 
states.

Abortion also catapulted to the 
front of the line at the Capitol, where 
Democrats solidified Colorado’s rep-
utation as a sanctuary state for abor-
tion rights. They enacted measures 
to protect providers of abortion and 

services for transitioning genders 
from penalties from other states, ex-
pand health insurance coverage for 
abortion, sterilization and treatment 
of sexually transmitted diseases 
and prohibit what they deem to be 
“deceptive advertising” and the use 
of abortion “reversal” pills in crisis 
pregnancy centers.

Republicans staged filibusters to 

The top 12 issues from the 2023 state legislative session
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