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By PATTI ARNOLD
Patti.Arnold@gjsentinel.com

E
very year, balls leave the 
yard at Suplizio Field in 
a hurry during the Al-
pine Bank Junior Col-
lege World Series.

A couple of  years ago, 
a line shot banged off  the bottom of  
the scoreboard and landed back in the 
outfield.

Or did it?

Check the replay
Video review now 
an option at JUCO

Photos by CHRISTOPHER TOMLINSON/The Daily Sentinel

Yavapai College’s Nate Easley, Cisco College catcher Wesley Phillips and umpire Don Gilmore 
watch the flight of Easley’s two-run home run during the 2016 Alpine Bank Junior College 
World Series at Suplizio Field. Checking to see whether a ball is actually a home run is one of 
the things that will be reviewable by replay starting this year at the JUCO World Series.

A play like this involving Central Alabama third baseman B.J. Martin at first base can now be 
a reviewable play with the addition of video review at the JUCO World Series.

ON THE CLOCK
The JUCO World Series is on the clock.
As has been the case the past two years, a pitch, or “action,” 

clock will be in use during the national tournament. Time is kept 
on the field by the third-base umpire, with a pitcher having 20 
seconds to “begin the activity to deliver the pitch,” according to 
the NCAA rulebook, aka, start his windup.

Batters must enter the batter’s box promptly, the rulebook 
states, and remain in the box. If the batter isn’t in the box and 
“alert to the pitcher” with five seconds remaining, it’s a violation, 
and a strike is called. The ball is dead at that point.

Teams have 120 seconds between half-innings for warmup 
pitches, with the third-base umpire, who keeps the time on the 
field, signaling to the home plate umpire when there are 30 
seconds remaining.

NCAA Division I teams must have play clocks visible from the 
field next season, with Division II and III required to have visible 
clocks in 2025.

The NJCAA generally follows the Division II calendar on rule 
changes, and since junior college teams haven’t been using a 
visible pitch clock, the ones installed at Suplizio Field, one in the 
outfield by the speed of pitch display and another just to the third 
base side behind home plate, will not be turned on this season. 
Seeing a large clock ticking down the seconds took time for pro 
ballplayers to get used to, and tournament officials didn’t want 
that first experience be at the national tournament.

A decision on whether to have visible pitch clocks for the 2024 
tournament has not been made.

Having a pitch clock has kept games moving, although it hasn’t 
made an impact on game times, which have ranged from 2 hours, 
59 minutes in 2017, before the pitch clock, to 3:05 last season.

The call was a home 
run, but there were 
questions as to whether 
the ball hit the top of  the 
wall, not the scoreboard, 
which would have meant 
the ball was in play. With 
a three-man umpiring 
crew, it’s nearly impossi-
ble for an infield umpire 
to get far enough out into 
the outfield to have a 
clear view.

That play, and count-
less other bang-bang 
plays, have brought about 
one of  the biggest chang-
es to the JUCO World 
Series in years — video 
replay.

Umpires, not coach-
es or the tournament 
directors, brought up the 
possibility of  using replay 
at the World Series.

“As far as replay, it’s 
one we’ve been talking 
about for awhile,” said 
Mike Saddler, the chair 
of  the NJCAA Division 
I baseball committee. 
“What started the conver-
sation was, the outfield 
fence by the scoreboard 
is kind of  wonky the way 
the angles are and where 

some of the signs are.
“I think it was two or 

three years ago a ball was 
hit out there and it was 
sort of  unclear whether 
it was a home run or hit 
the fence. That’s where 
the conversation started, 
if  we’ve got the resourc-
es, they want to be able 
to have that to either 
confirm that yes, the call 
is correct.

“It’s less about we need 
to give coaches the ability 
to challenge calls, it was 
more about we want to 
have the resources at our 
disposal to make sure 
that we’re getting the call 
right in the biggest games 
of  the year.”

Home runs hit down 
the left-field line leave the 
park so quickly that it’s 
a tall task for the third-
base umpire to get turned 
around, find the ball and 
track it to make sure it 
clears the mini monster 
in fair territory.

“Sometimes in that sit-
uation, especially the way 
left field is, I’ll look back 
at my home plate guy, 
because he’s that much 

farther back,” veteran 
umpire Pancho Flores 
said. “It explodes on you 
when you’re at third base 
and you turn around and 
I mean, it’s over the fence 
already.”

The umpiring crew 
chief  can call for a review 
of a call, and each coach 
will have two challenges. 
There’s a long list of  what 

See REPLAY, page 4A ➤

By DENNIS WEBB
Dennis.Webb@gjsentinel.com

Reported oil and gas 
spills in Colorado jumped 
a sizable amount last 
year, to about 1,100, but 
the increase reflects in 
part more discoveries of  
historic rather than new 
spills as a result of  new 
state rules, the Colorado 
Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission says.

Oil and gas companies 
last year reported 1,106 
spills and releases, up 

from 854 the previous year 
and 476 in 2020, according 
to that agency’s data. By 
far the most spills last 
year were reported in 
Weld County, with 776. 
In Garfield County there 
were 106 reported spills. 
Forty-three were report-
ed in Rio Blanco County, 
and nine in Mesa County. 
Mesa County’s count was 
half  the number of  spills 
reported in 2021.

Those numbers gen-
erally reflect well num-
bers and drilling levels 

in those counties. Weld 
County has more than 
17,500 active wells and last 
year saw drilling begin on 
745 wells. Garfield County 
has nearly 12,000 active 
wells and last year had 108 
well starts.

The big jump in report-
ed spills in Colorado since 
2021 partly reflects new 
rules that took effect in 
early 2021 that imposed 
stricter reporting thresh-
olds for spills. Companies 
must now report spills 
of  a barrel (42 gallons) or 

more outside berms or 
other secondary contain-
ment, and five barrels 
or more even when con-
tained. Spills of  any size 
that threaten water, pub-
lic water systems, homes, 
livestock, wildlife and 
roads also must be report-
ed, and new mandatory 
reporting also applies in 
the case of  certain other 
spills.

The oil and commission 
includes both what it calls 
spills, or sudden discharg-
es into the environment, 

and releases, which it de-
scribes as unauthorized 
discharges over time, in 
its spill counts.

The agency also has 
new requirements for 
closing oil and gas facil-
ities, with required site 
assessments to document 
closures. In its latest an-
nual report to the Water 
Quality Control Commis-
sion, the COGCC pointed 
to both the new spill re-
porting thresholds and 

State: More oil, gas spill reports reflect new rules

See RULES, page 4A ➤


