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On Saturday, Spooner Greenbird
climbed a stage in the South Quad of
CSU Channel Islands. On her head was a
mortarboard, the sign of a promise kept.

The Newbury Park resident, who
earned a bachelor’s degree in psycholo-
gy, was chosen to deliver a speech dur-
ing the university’s fi�rst commence-
ment Saturday morning. Of the 2,600
CSUCI students eligible to graduate this
spring, nearly 1,200 were slated to gath-
er degrees across a series of ceremonies

Saturday and Sunday.
For Greenbird, the moment capped

a long-standing vow. The day her
mother died of cancer, Greenbird had
made her two promises.

One: She would live without fear.
She’d conquer the social anxiety that
had plagued her for years and some-
times kept her even from placing her
order at a restaurant.

Two: She would earn her bachelor’s.

A LAST WISH FULFILLED

Spooner Greenbird tells a childhood story of visiting with her mother through a window when the CSU Channel Islands
campus was a state mental hospital during the university's commencement Saturday. ANTHONY PLASCENCIA/THE STAR

CSU Channel Islands grad keeps promise
to dying mother by getting her degree

Isaiah Murtaugh
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See CSU, Page 5A

When Stacy Rianda abruptly retired
as CEO of the Ventura County Fair-
grounds on May 8, after less than a
year on the job, neither she nor the
fairgrounds board of directors gave
any indication as to why.

A week later, one possible explana-
tion surfaced, in the
form of a state audit of
Rianda’s previous em-
ployer. The 34-page re-
port by the California
Department of Food
and Agriculture on the
Big Fresno Fair found fi�-
nancial irregularities in

the years she was a top manager there. 
Among the most serious fi�ndings:

The Big Fresno Fair required compa-
nies doing business with the fair to do-
nate to a nonprofi�t foundation, and
that foundation gave managers and
other fair employees cash and gift
cards.

According to the audit, the Friends
of the Big Fresno Fair Foundation
agreed to more than $550,000 in im-
proper payments from contractors do-
ing business with the fair from 2018 to
2021, which resulted in the fair itself
losing revenue. 

The nonprofi�t also paid out nearly
$90,000 in cash and gift cards to fair
employees, including $65,000 in
checks to the Big Fresno Fair’s three
top managers, which violated a state
law prohibiting state employees from
being paid for their offi�cial duties by 

Audit on
ex-fairground
CEO’s previous
job shows
irregularities 
Tony Biasotti and Tom Kisken
Ventura County Star
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See AUDIT, Page 2A

WASHINGTON – Debt limit talks be-
tween the White House and House Re-

publicans stopped, started and stopped
again Friday at the U.S. Capitol, a dizzy-
ing series of events in high-stakes nego-
tiations to avoid a potentially cata-
strophic federal default.

President Joe Biden’s administration
is reaching for a deal with Republicans
led by House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
as the nation faces a deadline as soon as

June 1 to raise the country’s borrowing
limit, now at $31 trillion, to keep paying
the nation’s bills. Republicans are de-
manding steep spending cuts the Dem-
ocrats oppose.

Negotiations came to an abrupt
standstill earlier in the day when Mc-
Carthy said it’s time to “pause” talks.
But the negotiating teams convened

again in the evening only to quickly call
it quits for the night. 

Biden, attending the Group of Seven
summit in Japan, continued to express
optimism that an agreement will be
reached, saying that negotiating hap-
pens “in stages.”

‘Serious diff�erences’ in debt talks

See DEBT, Page 6A
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Biden optimistic a deal
can be reached with GOP
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