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Upcoming Events at Michaan’s!

Six Bottles 2005 Opus One
Wine in Crate.
Luxury Auction | May 22nd

Estimate $1,200 / 2,000

Free Appraisal Event
Wednesday, June 7th; 10 am - 1 pm
Rare Coin Auction
Monday,May 22nd; 10 am
Luxury Auction
Monday,May 22nd; 1 pm
Preview:
Monday, May 22; 9am - end of auction
Fine Asian Art Auction
Monday, June19th; 1 pm
Preview:
Thursday, June 15th; noon - 5 pm
Friday, June 16th; 9 am - 5 pm
Monday, June 19th | 9 am - end of auction

Imperial China Fujian Zhangzhou
Army Pay, 22K Gold Coin

Foundry Period, the third to sixth
years ofYongli in the Southern Ming

Dynasty (AD 1649 - 1652).
Rare Coin Auction | May 22nd

A Chinese Double Gourd Form
Wall Hanging Panel.

Fine Asian Art Auction | June 19th

Estimate $2,500 / 3,500

Bone Prisoner ofWar British
Model Ship.

Luxury Auction | May 22nd
Estimate $4,000 / 7,000

McKenzie Childs Chicken Palace
Jewelry Chest.
Luxury Auction | May 22nd

Estimate $500 / 700

Editor’s note: This story contains graphic
and detailed allegations of sexual assault that
may be upsetting to readers and survivors of
sexual violence.

Ruth Elizabeth Solorzano gazed out the car
window as her stepfather went over her new
fake name.

Other times, on the six-hour drive from
eastern Sacramento County, he’d point out

interstate signs and suggest they choose an
alias that way. Like it was a game. This time
Ruth would be “Elisa Sanchez,” a play off her
middle name and her grandmother’s sur-
name.

Her stepfather called her Elisa, so she
would get used to it, and told her not to say
much. If they asked questions, he said, tell
them you’re scared. Scared of what your
mother would do if she found out.

Edwin Noe Cuxeva stayed in the car. Ex-

‘I endured 6 abortions’

Sarah Blesener/Special to The Chronicle

Ruth Solorzano is a child sexual abuse survivor who underwent six abortions in four years in
California because of the crimes of her former stepfather. She was 13 when she had her first abortion.

Abused as a child, she returned years later to her
hometown to bring about her rapist’s reckoning

Abuse continues on A13

By Raheem Hosseini

Gov.GavinNewsomandSacramento lawmakers
have one month left before they must pass a state
budget, and it appears unlikely it’ll include a $5 bil-
lion bailout for BART, SFMTAand the state’s tran-
sit agencies.

That’s the amount agencies said they need to
avoid “doomsday” service cuts after they exhaust
what’s left of the $4.5 billion in federal aid they’ve
used to operate trains, buses and ferries during the
pandemic.About half of that $5 billion accounts for
deficits in theBayAreaalone,wheremanyagencies
are struggling with steep ridership declines.

Newsom’s revised budget proposal didn’t in-
clude any transit bailout funds andkept a $2 billion
cut to capital funds as California tries to plug its
own $31.5 billion deficit.

In his first public remarks on the issue, Newsom
told reporters in Sacramento on Friday that hewas

Outlook
grim for
transit
bailout
Advocateswarn ‘death spiral is
closer thanwe think’ without aid

By Ricardo Cano

Transit continues on A10

All that rain and snow captured in California’s
reservoirs this year means plenty of water to go
around. But it isn’t doing anything to reduce your
household water bill.

The Bay Area’s largest water suppliers, includ-
ing the SanFranciscoPublicUtilities Commission
and the East Bay Municipal Utility District, are
planning new rate hikes for water and sewer ser-
vice, starting this summer.Many of these increas-
es will be the biggest in years.

San Francisco residents can expect to see an
average 8.3% annual jump in their combined wa-
ter-sewer bill over the next three years, or a cumu-
lative 27% increase. EBMUD customers can antic-
ipate an 8.5% increase in each of the next two
years, or a roughly 18% total hike. Actual bills de-
pend on the amount of water consumed.

“Weget this question a lot:Why raise rates ifwe
have this abundance of water?” said Christopher
Tritto, a spokesman for EBMUD. “Well, what
we’re really paying for is all of the infrastructure
to store the water, to transport it to the Bay Area
and to distribute it. … The water we get from the
rain and snow is essentially free.”

Water rates
to soar despite
full reservoirs
Suppliers cite needed upgrades,
efforts to cut fire risks, inflation

By Kurtis Alexander

Water continues on A11

The craft beer business
isn’t what it used to be.

After years of unbri-
dled expansion, growth in
craft beer volume is now
static. Many companies
that built big facilities
have had to scale back,
finding themselves with

plenty of empty fermenta-
tion tanks.

Yet a number of enter-
prising Bay Area brewer-
ies have discovered one
helpful way of meeting
these challenges: merging
with each other.

While this trend may
look worrisome to craft
beer fans, who are fa-

mously wary of corporate
consolidation, these new
partnerships may in fact
represent one of the only
ways to keep beloved beer
brands alive. They mark a
notable departure from
the type of acquisition ac-
tivity that was common
five to 10 years ago, when

To stay afloat, craft brewers
in BayArea tap intomergers
By Esther Mobley

Steven Boyle/
The Chronicle
from Getty Images
elements

Brewers say
consolidation
is a growing
trend as
many
breweries
find it harder
to operate
indepen-
dently
post-COVID.

Brewers continues on A12


