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Eric and Paula Rosen-
zweig donot like the acces-
sory dwelling units going
upbehind their house.

The couple, in their
early 60s, have owned a
College Area single-family
homesince the early 2000s.
They said they couldn’t
have imaginedwhatwould
happenmore than20years
later when San Diego re-
laxed rules to allow for
more ADUs to boost the
housing supply.

The Rosenzweigs have
a unique situation: A large
single-family lot behind
them is taking advantage
of multiple laws to build
three two-story ADUs that
tower over their backyard.
Typically, single-family

owners see justoneADUin
theirneighbor’syard—not
amini-development.

“It’s unfortunate that
after scrimping and saving
to buy a house” this is hap-
pening, Eric Rosenzweig
said. “This is where I was
goingto liveoutmyyears—
now I’ve got to deal with
this getting built behind
me.”

Their situation most
closely resembles what
could be the future for sin-
gle-family homeowners
from Logan Heights to La
Jolla if new city legislation
— aimed at increasing
housing, in many in-
stances, for San Diego’s
poorest residents — is ap-
proved.

San Diego is one of the
first cities in the state to
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SOMEWARY OF
STATE MEASURE
EYED BY CITY
New Senate Bill 10 would allow multiunit
buildings on former single-family lots
BY PHILLIP MOLNAR
& EMILY ALVARENGA

San Diego Mayor Todd
Gloria is proposing a
sweepingpackageof incen-
tives and regulatory
changes that aim to boost
constructionofhousing for
middle-income residents,
college students and peo-
ple facinghomelessness.

One proposal would
make SanDiego one of the
few cities in California to
embrace controversial
Senate Bill 10, new legisla-
tion that allows asmanyas
10housingunits onasingle
property if it’s located near
transit.

Other proposals in-
clude looser rules for hous-
ing developments on pub-
lic land and on underuti-
lized commercial sites, in-
centives for building new

single-room-occupancy
hotels and apolicy acceler-
ating conversion of sites
hosting businesses like
scrapyards intohousing.

Critics, includingmany
community leaders in
neighborhoods dominated
by single-family homes,
say Gloria’s proposals are
reckless, ignore the need
for supportive infrastruc-
tureandwoulddamagethe
quality of life formany resi-
dents.

Supporters say thepro-
posals are measured and
sensible efforts to address
the city’s glaring lack of af-
fordable housing, which
they say puts SanDiego at
risk of losing residents and
businesses to other re-
gions.

They also note that the

MAYOR PITCHES
MAJOR CHANGES
FOR HOUSING
Package would have San Diego adopt
higher density under controversial SB 10
BY DAVID GARRICK
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In some ways, 12-year-
old Mihir Konkapaka is an
old soul.

The Sabre Springs boy
lists “Raiders of the Lost
Ark” as a favorite movie. It
came out in 1981. One of his
favorite books is “The
Phantom Tollbooth,”
which was published in
1961.

And right now he’s get-
ting ready for that most
venerable of childhood
brain games, the Scripps
National Spelling Bee.

Started in 1925, the bee
begins May 30 in Washing-
ton,D.C., andwill be broad-
cast nationally on televi-

appearance in the nation-
als. He tied last year for
89th place, out of 229 con-
testants.

Toprepare, he spendsat
least four hours every day
studying. The walls of his
bedroom are papered with

handwrittenpagesofwords
he’s misspelled during
practice.

Spelling bees seem at
first glance to be mara-
thons of memorization, but
they’remore than that. The
top competitors have also
mastered letter patterns
and word origins. They
knowGreek and Latin.

They’re puzzle-solvers,
figuring out how to spell
words the rest of us have
never even heard by dis-
secting the various parts
and putting them back to-
gether.Allwhile standing in
front of a crowd and TV
cameras, armed with noth-
ing but their wits.

The challenge of doing
all that is one of the reasons
Mihir likes spelling bees.
And underneath that pas-
sion is a methodical ap-
proach that belies the no-
tion he’s an old soul.

He studies spelling us-

sion and streamed online,
drawing millions of viewers
who marvel at the prowess
of the young spellers and
smile at their unfiltered
emotional reactions to suc-
cess and failure.

This is Mihir’s second

“Mihir won his school contest, and it seemed like next
thing we knew, we were in D.C. It all happened so fast.”

Phanikumar Konkapaka •Mihir’s father

The final four at the Countywide Spelling Bee, Marcella Steele (from left), Mihir Konkapaka, Kamryn Liu
and Jedd Li, sit before being called to the stage to compete on March 9.
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CAN YOU SPELL
‘OVERACHIEVER’?

Countywide Spelling Bee winner Mihir Konkapaka
is preparing for the Scripps National Spelling Bee.
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Mihir Konkapaka
studies at least four
hours a day to prep
for spelling contest
BY JOHNWILKENS
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Officials at the San
Ysidro Port of Entry have
been refusing to accept asy-
lum seekers who don’t have
appointments obtained
through a smartphone app
even though new govern-
ment rules indicate they
should be taken in and
screened.

The Union-Tribune wit-
nessed U.S. officials turning
away asylum seekers at the
PedEast border crossing on
Thursday after attorneys
had reported similar inci-
dents earlier in theweek.

That included a family
from the Mexican state of
Michoacán who walked up
to the U.S.-Mexico border

seekers to come to the port
of entry.

Theofficial’s instructions
contradict what a high-level
official from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
said earlier in the week are
the new protocols with the
recent end of Title 42 —
which blocked asylum seek-
ers from entering ports of
entryduring thepandemic.

“We are not turning indi-
viduals away at our ports of
entry,” said Blas Nuñez-
Neto, assistant secretary for
borderandimmigrationpol-
icy, when asked by the
Union-Tribune about asy-
lum seekers being turned
back during a press call on
Wednesday.

He said people who re-
quested asylum by ap-
proaching ports of entry
without appointments
would be subject to the new,
restrictive asylum rule that

“You have to use CBP
One,” an official told them in
Spanish, referring to a
smartphone application
that Customs and Border
Protection has used since
January to schedule ap-
pointments with asylum

line on Thursday afternoon
and toldU.S. border officials
standing at the gate that
theywere seekingasylum.

The officials asked them
to step aside and then told
them they couldn’t request
protection there.

ASYLUM SEEKERS TURNED AWAY DESPITE RULES
Officials reject some
who are supposed
to be screened

A woman fromMichoacán holds a young family
member’s hand near the PedEast crossing.
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BY KATEMORRISSEY
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SanDiego’s huge scientific community readies for its
favorite timeof year: the summer field research season.

Some researchwill bedonenearby, inplaces suchas
LaJollaCove; other researcherswill travel far from
home, toplaces that include theArabianSeaand the
borderlandsofTurkey. Spanning themapand the scien-
tific spectrum, readwhat 11 local researcherswill be
studying this summer.A8-A9

UC San Diego’s Shermin de Silva will study Asian
elephants in Sri Lanka.

SHERMIN DE SILVA

SUMMERTIME SCIENCE
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