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Pressed once again to explain his dis-
trust of Dominion voting machines when
the same machines were used to tally
votes in his election victory nearly three
years ago, Shasta County Supervisor Pat-
rick Jones said at Tuesday’s board meet-
ing that there was fraud in his race.

Jones renewed claims of election fraud
came as he announced his intentions to
hold a town hall meeting on hand-count-
ing ballots for which he could invite speak-
ers from around the country who have

promoted false theories on
voting machines and a
rigged election system. He
has not set a date for the
town hall but said it would
be in the summer.

Jones, who chairs the
board and orchestrated

the county’s decision to prematurely ter-
minate its contract with Dominion Voting
Systems and go back to manually count-
ing votes, won the District 4 seat convinc-
ingly in 2020. He beat incumbent Steve
Morgan by nearly 11 points while garner-
ing 55% of the vote.

But when a resident during Tuesday’s

public comment period asked Jones, and
Supervisors Kevin Crye and Chris Kel-
strom if their own victories constituted a
free and fair election, Crye and Kelstrom
didn’t answer. All three voted to ditch Do-
minion.

Jones, however, spoke up.
“It was not with me and I can prove it,”

Jones said as some chuckling and clap-
ping rang out in the chamber. “So, in 2020
on my race, if you take a look at the statis-
tics and analyze that race, you will see the
Mesa, Colorado, 'pattern of fraud' existed
in my race. Explain it to me.”

Shasta supervisor claiming
voting machine fraud again
David Benda
Redding Record Searchlight
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Jones

Jennifer Berry and Kaitlyn Rodney
want you to say ‘cheese.’

The mother-daughter duo opened
Cask & Cleaver, a cheese and charcute-
rie shop in downtown Redding last
month.

Started in 2021 inside Sizzle’s Kitch-
en, also in downtown Redding, Cask &
Cleaver moved to the former Down-
town Java & Café space at 1534 Market
St. in the Market Street Alley.

“We really would like Cask & Cleav-
er to become a destination point where
when people come to Redding, they go,
‘Let’s check out Cask & Cleaver, and
then let’s walk downtown, let’s go hit a
brewery’ or something like that. We
really want that vibe to happen,” Berry
said.

Cask & Cleaver is a cut-to-order
cheese shop where customers can pick
up charcuterie boards, tasting boxes
and lunch boxes. Imported and do-
mestic cheeses are sold. Customers
can also buy blocks of cheese.

“Anybody can walk through the
front door and ask for a specifi�c
amount cheese. We do have a quarter-
pound minimum,” Rodney said.

See BUZZ, Page 2A
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Cheese shop
brings taste of
Europe to
downtown
Redding

Buprenorphine, an important drug
in fi�ghting the opioid crisis, has long
been closely monitored over concerns
it would be abused. But a fi�rst-of-its-
kind government oversight report re-
leased Thursday fi�nds Medicare recip-
ients rarely misuse the drug, which is
considered an underused tool to treat
opioid addiction and stem overdose
deaths. 

Less than 1% of Medicare recipients
potentially misused or diverted the
opioid-substitute medication in 2021,
according to the report from U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices inspector general investigators.

The report concluded buprenor-
phine is “critical to addressing the na-
tion’s opioid crisis” but likely isn’t pre-
scribed enough. Fewer than 1 in 6
Medicare enrollees who are addicted
to opioids take the medication even as
drug overdose deaths soar.

This year, the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration sought to require
people to visit a doctor or clinic within
30 days of getting a telehealth pre-
scription for controlled substances 

Why is
anti-opioid
drug so
regulated? 

See DRUG, Page 3A

DEA postpones rule
requiring doctor visit to
receive buprenorphine

Ken Alltucker
USA TODAY

T
he Redding Rodeo started

with a street dance and bar-

beque. During the rest of the

week, crowds cheered cow-

boys riding bulls, cowgirls riding horses

and youngsters riding sheep. A pair of

masked rascals pulled off� a (pretend)

bank heist. Friends gathered 10,000-

strong at the city’s largest outdoor com-

munity pancake breakfast. h Here’s

looking back at Redding Rodeo Week in

pictures, from May 13 through May 20.

Riding into
the sunset

T.J. Gray competes Wednesday in the Extreme Bulls competition. HUNG T. VU/SPECIAL TO THE RECORD SEARCHLIGHT

Redding Rodeo
rounds up week of
BBQ, street dancing
and bull riding fun

More than
10,000
breakfast-goers
converged on
downtown
Redding on
Friday morning
to eat and take
part in the
famous pancake
breakfast put on
by the Asphalt
Cowboys.
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A Native American
dancer performs

in the rodeo arena
on Wednesday.
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