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The Livingston Police De-
partment announced in a
social media post Wednesday
that Chief Chuck Hale, who
was appointed to the position
of Police Chief in August, has
died.
According to the police de-

partment, Hale passed away
Tuesday evening from medical
complications.
Hale, who had more than

two decades of law enforce-
ment service, stepped in as
interim chief while serving as a
Lieutenant with the Merced
County Sheriff’s Office in 2021
following the Livingston City
Council’s dismissal of John
Markle, who served just six
months as chief.
“The loss of Chief Hale has

left a void in our community
that will be incredibly chal-

lenging to fill,”
read a Livingston
Police Depart-
ment Facebook
post. “His legacy
will remain with
us forever, and
we will continue
to honor him by

upholding the values and prin-
ciples he stood for.”
In another post, the Living-

ston Police Department shared
comments by city and commu-
nity leaders regarding Hale’s
passing.
“Chief Hale came to Living-

ston and immediately began
implementing changes to im-
prove policing and connection
with residents during a trans-
formative time,” said Living-
ston Mayor Jose Moran, ac-
cording to the Livingston Po-
lice Department Facebook
post. “His imprint in our com-
munity will remain for years to
come, and we are extremely

thankful for his law enforce-
ment service to the communi-
ty.”
According to the depart-

ment’s post, Hale understood
the importance of collabora-
tive partnerships between law
enforcement agencies and led
efforts allowing regional ac-
cess to the City’s Firearms
Training Range Facility to
police agencies. The depart-
ment said Hale was a support-
er of training and employee
development.
“I will sincerely miss brain-

storming with Chief Hale
about improving the Living-
ston Police Department, and
discussing how to maximize
employee growth and devel-
opment,” said City of Living-
ston Interim City Manager
Christopher Lopez, according
to the police department’s
Facebook post. “It was not
uncommon for members of the
police department to let me

know how appreciative they
were of Chief Hale’s lead-
ership style and commitment
to the men and women of the
Livingston Police Depart-
ment—he had a strong com-
mitment to public service pol-
icing.”
According to the police de-

partment, Hale brought ad-
vancements to the department
such as modernizing equip-
ment and implementing tech-
nology used to improve polic-
ing in the region.
“Chief Hale will be remem-

bered as a leader dedicated to
public service,” said Livingston
Mayor Pro Tim Gurpal Samra
according to the post. “Chief
Hale’s ability to connect with
residents, businesses, and the
community has set the stan-
dard for future chiefs in the
Livingston community.”
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Chuck Hale

Act (CDAA) funding to assist
Mariposa County with covering
costs of removing the hazard-
ous debris generated and left
behind by the July 2022 Oak
Fire which destroyed close to
200 structures.
According to a Cal OES news

release, the $11,697,174 repre-
sents the state’s share of the
estimated $12,996,860 in costs
Mariposa County is expected to
incur during the removal pro-
cess. In total, 127 homes and 66
other structures were affected

Mariposa County will receive
more than $11 million in state
funding to assist in the removal
of hazardous debris generated
by the Oak Fire, according to
state officials.
The Governor’s Office of

Emergency Services (Cal OES)
announced Thursday the ap-
proval of nearly $11.7 million in
California Disaster Assistance

by the wildfire.
The county will be required

to submit documentation and
payment requests to Cal OES as
the work is completed in order
for the state to provide pay-
ments based on actual costs
incurred, according to the re-
lease.
A July 23, 2022 State of

Emergency Proclamation by
Gov. Gavin Newsom allowed
Mariposa County to apply for
state reimbursement through
the CDAA on a cost-share basis

for the removal of debris as
well as emergency protective
measures and permanent repair
of damaged public facilities
including roads, bridges, recre-
ation facilities, parks, buildings
and equipment.
According to the release,

Mariposa County received
$2,395,094.40 from Cal OES
last month to help cover admin-
istrative costs related to debris
removal efforts.
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Charred items on a property along Jerseydale Road as firefighters continue to battle the Oak Fire in Mariposa County, Calif., on Tuesday,
July 26, 2022.
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A 19-year-old Merced man
was arrested on suspicion of the
murder of a 20-year-old woman
who was shot while attending a
party at a business complex in
Merced in April, according to
police.
Jose Kevin Valencia-Zavala, a

known gang member, was
denied entry at the party held at
a marijuana vendor in the 1800
block of Grogan Avenue in
Merced on April 21, according
to the Merced Police Depart-
ment.
Valencia-Zavala got upset and

started fighting with other pa-
trons. Valencia-Zavala left, but
returned shortly and started
shooting at people who were
loitering outside the establish-
ment.
The Merced Police Depart-

ment received multiple calls
about a shooting at approxi-
mately 7:34 p.m.
Officers responded and locat-

ed 20-year-old Kaylie Lynn
Allen suffering from a fatal
gunshot wound. First respon-
ders provided lifesaving efforts,
but Allen was pronounced de-

Merced gang
member, 19,
arrested in
death of
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Merced Police detectives are
investigating a homicide after a
41-year old man suffered a fatal
gunshot wound on Friday night.
Officers responded to a call of

a man with a gunshot wound at
the Grove Apartments in the 300
block of South Parsons Avenue
just before 8:30 p.m., according
to a social media post by the
Merced Police Department.
Lifesaving measures were

attempted, but the man was
pronounced dead at the scene.
The victim’s identity is being

withheld pending notification to
the next of kin.
Police were unsure what led

to the shooting. Detectives were
canvassing the area for witness-
es and surveillance footage.
Merced police are asking

anyone with any information
regarding this incident to con-
tact Detective Christian Lupian
at 209-388-7844 or by email at
lupianc@cityofmerced.org.

Shawn Jansen: 209-385-2462,
@MSSsports

Police
investigating
homicide
after man is
killed in
Merced
BY SHAWN JANSEN
sjansen@mercedsun-star.com


