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There’s still no deal in place
for Congress and the White
House to avoid a catastrophic
default on the nation’s debt. But
even as talks continued going
into the weekend, one thing was
already clear: A lot of Repub-
licans and Democrats don’t like
the deal, whatever it is.
On the right, the House Free-

dom Caucus has called for an

end to negotiations over the
debt ceiling entirely, saying
“there should be no further
discussion” until the Senate acts
on a House bill that would raise
the borrowing limit while sharp-
ly cutting federal spending. On
the left, a growing coalition of
Senate Democrats are calling for
President Joe Biden to prepare
to invoke the 14th Amendment,
pushing for a unilateral – but
potentially risky – move that
would sidestep the close circle
of negotiators trying to hammer

out a compromise. House Dem-
ocrats are trying their own long-
shot bid to raise the debt ceiling
without spending cuts, circulat-
ing a petition that could force a
vote.
In the middle, negotiations

broke down for much of the day
on Friday, before resuming later
in the evening. With the clock
ticking toward a possible June 1
deadline, there was still much
ground to cover.
If Biden and House Speaker

Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) do

manage to reach a compromise,
leaders in both chambers of
Congress will then have to keep
enough of their members on
board to pass a deal before the

government runs out of money.
That could center negotiations
on issues most palatable to

Lawmakers already
dislike emerging
debt ceiling deal
BY RACHEL SIEGEL
The Washington Post
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Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer, shown on May 9, spoke on
Thursday about a possible agreement to raise the federal debt limit
saying, “No one will get everything they want.”

SEE DEBT CEILING, 10A

museum CEO Chelsie Webster,
“We’ve done some really in-
teresting things inside the
building.”
That includes expanding

some of the walls on the first
and second floors to provide
more space for exhibits and
adding walls, she said.

Construction is nearing com-
pletion for the Modesto
Children’s Museum in down-
town.
“We’re really excited, said

The front sidewalk area has
expanded into the road, Web-
ster said. And the museum will
be ADA accessible the front
curb throughout the interior.
When complete, the outdoor

facade will be “very colorful,”
she said. “When you turn the
corner, you’ll see this really

bright building.”
There also will be a store

inside selling educational toys,
Modesto Children’s Museum
products and more. Items will
tie back to the exhibits, lessons
and programs, Webster said.

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Concrete workers finish the expanded sidewalk outside the future Modesto Children’s Museum in Modesto, Calif., on May 17, 2023.

Construction of Modesto’s
Children’s Museum nearly complete
BY PAT CLARK
pclark@modbee.com

SEE MUSEUM, 10A

Performers and productions
new to the Gallo Center for the
Arts make up more than half of
its 2023-24 season.

The downtown Modesto
venue has announced its lineup
and advance ticket sales are
underway for donors. Tickets
go on sale to the public June 5
and will be available at
galloarts.org.
“It’s important to the growth

and vitality of the center that
we continuously strive to bring
new names, new shows and
new live arts experiences to the
Central Valley,” Gallo Center
CEO Chad Hilligus said in an
email interview.
Among the performers new

to the center is the season
opener, trumpeter Wynton
Marsalis, leading The Jazz at
Lincoln Center Orchestra on
Sept. 30.
While Marsalis is the official

season opener, the lineup ac-
tually begins Aug. 3, with
“Long Island Medium” Theresa
Caputo.
Among other top acts is

Grammy-nominated and three-
time Latin Grammy winner

Big names coming to Modesto
for Gallo Center’s new season
BY PAT CLARK
pclark@modbee.com

SEE GALLO CENTER, 10A

PATTERSON
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Fri-

day signed an executive order
laying the groundwork for a
bold plan to expedite trans-
portation, water, clean energy
and other major infrastructure
projects across California.
“This is about addressing the

issues of our time,” Newsom
said during a briefing at the site
of a future solar farm in Stanis-
laus County. “We’re here to
assert ourselves a different para-
digm, to commit ourselves to
results and prove that we can
actually do more with taxpayer
money.”
Newsom’s plan — made up of

11 budget trailer bills and an
executive order — comes amid
an influx of federal funding for
infrastructure projects. Cali-
fornia is also poised to spend as
much as $180 billion on new
infrastructure over the next
decade, Newsom said.
The governor wants to make

sure delays associated with
permitting and the California
Environmental Quality Act, or
CEQA, don’t get in the way.
CEQA was signed into law by

Gov. Ronald Reagan in 1970 as
a way to protect natural re-
sources and the environment
from negative consequences of
development. But, over time,
critics have blamed the law for
bogging down long-sought hous-
ing, transportation and energy
projects.
The governor’s plan does not

make substantial changes to the
statute but aims to prevent pro-
jects from being dragged out
during lengthy legal and permit-
ting processes. It would broaden
similar procedures in California
that helped to substantially
fast-track the completion of
major NBA stadiums like Sacra-
mento’s Golden 1 Center and
San Francisco’s Chase Center.
“I love sports,” Newsom said.

“But I also love roads. I love
transit. I love bridges. And I love
clean energy projects like the

Newsom
announces
plan to
fast-track
projects

BY JOHN HOLLAND AND
MAGGIE ANGST
jholland@modbee.com
mangst@sacbee.com
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