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Lawn trimmings, chicken 
bones and banana peels: the 
scraps, once tossed from the 
mind the moment they landed 
in the trash, are now dumped at 
the center of a debate between 
the county and some of its rural 
residents over who should handle 
their waste and at what cost.

The root of the dispute: the 

county’s implementation of 
SB 1383, a 2020 state law that 
requires every city and county to 
throw 75% less organic waste into 
landfills by 2025.

In order to reach state compli-
ance, the Kern County Board of 
Supervisors will consider Tuesday 
the approval of a mandatory 
waste system in the unincorpo-
rated areas of Kern County.

Of the few options provided by 

the state law, Kern officials chose 
a universal three-cart system 
— nonorganics, recyclables 
and organics — which will be 
collected weekly or biweekly, on a 
mandatory basis.

In recent years, California has 
adopted strong measures to curb 
its part in the planet’s warming. A 
big item is food waste, which pro-
duces methane — a greenhouse 
gas far more potent than carbon 

dioxide — when it rots in a land-
fill. CalRecycle’s 2021 estimates 
found that 76.7 million tons 
end up in landfills, while 40% is 
diverted through composting. 
Kern County, according to a 2022 
grand jury report, was found to 
bury an average of 400,000 tons 
of its own organic waste.

Kern County, according to 
CalRecycle, is among the 126 
jurisdictions statewide that 

have received an extension 
to file a plan. If Kern officials 
don’t approve the plan by July 1, 
upward of $14 million in penal-
ties backlogged to Jan. 1, 2022, 
will be billed to the county.

Kern County Public Works 
Account Manager Chuck Magee 
said this was the cheapest option 
and the simplest to implement, 

County board to deliberate over 
trash fees for unincorporated areas 
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Kern could teach the rest of California 
a thing or two about energy, conventional 
or renewable, but there’s one aspect of the 
industry where the county may have a blind 
spot.

Not for long. The Bakersfield City Council’s 
decision this month to study the feasibility 
of creating or joining an electricity retailer 
called a community choice aggregation 
could open the door to greater local control 
over where residents and businesses get the 
power they use on a daily basis — and how 
much they pay for it.

Whether it’s a good idea to proceed 
remains to be seen, as CCAs present signifi-
cant risks as well as benefits, with no promise 
they will match the prices already offered 

Savings not 
guaranteed 
if city forms 
own power 
provider
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Exploring and honoring the history and 
cultures of the earliest inhabitants of the 
southern Central Valley has been an ongoing 
effort at the Kern County Museum for more 
than seven decades.

But there has never been a permanent 
home on museum grounds dedicated to the 
research, display of artifacts and education 
necessary to meet the long-term goals of the 
museum and its leadership.

All that is about to change.
That transformation will come in the form 

of a new exhibition and education center, the 
museum’s first permanent space dedicated 

Native American 
Education Center 
on track for opening 
in September
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here are 174 new names.
“It has to be a living memo-

rial,” Ed Gaede, a Vietnam 
veteran and president of 

the board of directors for the Kern 
County World War II Veterans 
Memorial committee, told The 
Californian last week.

And Saturday morning, those 
names were unveiled in a ceremony 
at Jastro Park before about 200 
people. Veterans and their families 
looked for the names of those they 
knew, and touched the black granite 
where they are engraved.

Saturday’s ceremony followed 
the memorial’s big unveiling Dec. 
10, when more than 1,000 people 
gathered to see a dream for the 
monument come true.

PHOTOS BY ROD THORNBURG / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Lots of people take pictures and rubbings at the unveiling of the new names at the Kern County World War II 
Veterans Memorial at Jastro Park. See more photos on Page A5.

Patricia Hernandez points out to her sisters the name of her father, 
Andrew Marquez, on the back of the granite memorial wall.

Names added to Kern County World War II Veterans Memorial
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When I was a high school student a million years 
ago the challenges of maintaining good atten-
dance in school were pretty much the same as 

they had been in the decades prior.
Flu season. Occasional weekend trips that spilled over 

into Monday. Term paper deadlines that suddenly rein-
troduced themselves late Sunday night. Senior ditch day. 
Sunny-blue Fridays in May. Beer.

Those challenges seem quaint today. These days, 
students live in a world of viral pandemics, active shooter 
drills and a mental health crisis of unprecedented 
prevalence.

All of which makes Brooklyn Harris’ 2,340 consecu-
tive days of attendance all the more amazing. When the 
Centennial High School graduate’s uncle, Mark Barnes, 

pulled off the same perfect-attendance feat 23 years ago, 
the world was a simpler place. We had survived Y2K’s 
looming apocalypse virtually unscathed, and all was right 
with the world. Or righter, anyway.

Barnes, who owns the Minuteman Press franchise in 
Bakersfield, admitted to a certain amount of peer pressure 
at Bakersfield High School in the late 1990s, culminating in 

Perfect attendance 
takes a special kind of 
perseverance these days

Brooklyn Harris Mark Barnes
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