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PEACH SPRINGS – The Osterman Gas Station has 
officially been designated as one of the  Most Endan-
gered Historic Places in the United States in . 

The designation from the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation for the former gas station owned by the 
Hualapai Tribe will give more opportunities for grant 
funding to rehabilitate the property. The designation 
brings more awareness to historic places across the 
country and encourages people to learn about locations 
that have shaped our history. 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation has 
listed over  sites since . Sites across the coun-
try begin with a public nomination process, and from 
there, NTHP Chief Preservation Officer Katherine 
Malone-France said the location must have an import-
ant history and face an imminent threat. She said 
that Osterman Gas Station in Peach Springs, Arizona 
checks those boxes. 

“The  most endangered list is really about shining 
a spotlight on these places, and their stories, but also 
the people who are fighting so hard for them,” Malone-
France said.  

By bringing that site national attention, more sup-
port for the restoration of the gas station will hopefully 
come from the state and federal levels. Travelers will 
also be more interested in traveling to the sites with 
the designation and about its rich history in pockets 
throughout the United States. 

According to the National Register of Historic Places, 
John Osterman constructed the building in . The 
Osterman Gas Station was a popular stop along Route 

 prior to Interstate  being built. The Hualapai 
Tribe purchased the building in order to restore it. In 

, the building was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

Loretta Jackson-Kelly with the Hualapai Tribe’s 
Department of Cultural Resources nominated the site for 

one of the  Most Endangered Places in the United 
States. Along with its significance to Peach Springs, the 
building has also been struck by heavy weather. She 
shared that two microbursts in  and  tore off the 
roof of the building and collapsed one the walls. 

“It’s been a high priority for us, and we are looking 
forward to graft funding for restoration and rehabilita-
tion,” Jackson-Kelly said. “It has a long history, espe-
cially within our tribe.” 

According to the Arizona State Parks and Trails, 
grant funding, including an American Rescue Plan Act 
grant from Arizona State Parks and Trails, will be used 
for repairs.

The restoration of the building is part of Peach 
Springs’ master plan to revitalize the town and bring 
the past to the present. The gas station has been a 
key component of the overall project, and community 
members hope to get continued support from commu-
nity members, visitors and state/federal governments. 

“It’s just such a great example of how preservation, 
and the preservation of a place, can really be at the 
heart of larger planning efforts,” Malone-France said.

See HISTORIC, page  

Osterman Gas Station named one of 
the most endangered historic places
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KINGMAN – Kingman City Council 
approved submitting a grant applica-
tion to repave two roads at the Kingman 
Industrial Park.  

Kingman will move forward with an 
Intergovernmental Agreement between 
Mohave County and the city apply for 
a grant to reconstruct two unimproved 
roads in the Kingman Industrial Park. 
Kingman will submit an application for 
the Economic Strength Project grant to 
the Arizona Commerce Authority. 

The grant is limited to $ ,  with 
a % match, and the county would be 
required to provide the %, or an amount 
not exceeding $ , .The reconstruc-
tion of the roads is projected at $ . .  
The City of Kingman will pay the remain-
ing costs.

According to City Manager Ron Foggin, 
the city has been awarded this grant in the 
past. A road in the Kingman Industrial Park 
was fixed due to the previously awarded 
money. “Part of this process actually allows 
us to bring the road up to county specs, and 
then once we’re able to do that, the coun-
ty then has taken over responsibility for 
maintenance,” Foggin said. If awarded, the 
city will oversee the project. Construction 
would take place on Government Road and 
Transport Road. Mohave County Supervi-
sors approved partnering with the city to 
seek the grant on May . 

“The roads that have been pretty atro-
cious on some of the side streets out at 
the industrial park are now falling into 
the county road maintenance program” 
Foggin said. “It’s a big plus for the indus-
trial park.”

See GRANT, page 

Kingman council to seek grant funding for Industrial Park roads

Kingman City Council approved submitting a grant application to the state to fix two 
roads in the Kingman Industrial Park. Mohave County agreed to partner with them and 
help pay for matching costs if the project is approved. (Miner file photo)
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KINGMAN – King-
man’s Citizen Survey 
showed that community 
members continue to be 
worried about how ongo-
ing inflation and an uncer-
tain economy will impact 
their households. 

Kingman City Coun-
cil were presented the 
annual survey results at 
last week’s meeting. The 
survey conducted by the 
National Survey Center 
has been conducted in 
Kingman since , and 

 showed the most 
community participation 
yet. Almost ,  King-
man residents were sent a 
survey last year with  
residents completing the 
survey.

“I think what we saw 
through the entire survey 
was people feeling pretty 
bad about the economy,” 
City Manager Ron Foggin 
said.

With continuous infla-
tion to talks of a recession, 
survey results showed 
staff that it’s a common 
concern across the board. 
When asked if the econo-
my would positive effect 
over the next six months, 
only % of people said 
it would have a positive 
impact. The  statistics 

showed %. Based on the 
results, nine out of  sur-
vey participants said the 
economy is something the 
City of Kingman needs to 
focus on over the next two 
years. 

Ratings for Kingman’s 
economic development 
saw an % decrease ( %) 
compared to % in . 
Basic necessities and hous-
ing costs are noticeably 
increasing for most Amer-
icans. However, only % 
of participants felt positive 
about Kingman’s cost of liv-
ing compared to % the 
previous year. Only two out 
of  participants gave pos-
itive ratings to the avail-
ability of affordable quality 
housing.

“We would expect to see 
this be a blip as we look for 
economic recovery,” Fog-
gin said. 

Roughly % of survey 
participants responded 
that the overall quality 
of business and service 
establishments in King-
man was excellent or good, 
which was % lower from 
the  survey. Howev-
er, Foggin said that the 
traffic interchanges and 
the downtown infrastruc-
ture project will hopefully 
boost that percentage up. 

See SURVEY, page 

The annual Kingman’s Citizen Survey results from 2022 
show that residents are increasingly concerned about the 
economy. Staff said that fears around the economy influ-
enced questions ranging from food, housing and medical 
care. (Miner file photo)

The Osterman Gas Station in Peach Springs, Arizona is one of the 11 Most Endangered Historic Places in the United 
States in 2023. The rehabilitation efforts are part of the community’s overall master plan to revitalize the town. (Photo 
courtesy of the Hualapai Tribe)
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“
The Osterman Gas Station and 
its role in Peach Springs, con-
tributing to the town’s mid-cen-
tury prosperity is an important 
piece of Americana” 

– Katie Hobbs                                 
Arizona Governor 


