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■ The outside signage of Hot Springs World Class High School is 
shown near the main entrance on Emory Street. 
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■ The Britt family was recently named the Garland County Farm Family of the Year. The family includes, from left, Tyler Britt, Traci
Britt, Jeff Britt, Hannah Griffis, and Trey Britt.

Even though construction begins on the 
new Hot Springs World Class High School 
on Emory Street this summer, alumni and 
community members will still have oppor-
tunities to tour the old high school building 
before it is demolished.

Following an outpouring of requests, 
the district announced this week that it will 
offer open tours for the community starting 
July 22, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., with additional 
opportunities as needed.

Vicki Parker, a member of the Class of 
1980, who is now a radio personality with 
the US97 Wake Up Crew, got the ball rolling 
when she recently contacted the school.

“I originally organized a tour just for our 
Class of 1980,” she said Thursday. “When I 
posted it, I was flooded with interest from 
other classes from the ’70s up through the 
2000s. I was overwhelmed, and soon saw 
that everyone felt just as I and my class-
mates did — that this is a wonderful part 
of our lives that we want to experience one 
more time.”

The school opened in September 1968 
as a completely integrated high school, 
taking the place of the former building 
on Oak Street that was built in 1914. Bush 
Construction Company’s bid of $1,879,021 to 
build the school was accepted by the board 
in February 1967, with William C. Mears 
serving as principal and J. Harvey Walthall 

Jr. as superintendent.
“It was high school,” she said. “Hot

Springs High was a wonderful place to grow
up. So many of us here still have friendships 
that have lasted 50-plus years. My class is
planning on meeting and touring together.
I have heard from so many people that
they are so happy to get the chance to say
goodbye to the school and the connections
that it gave us so many years ago. It was a
wonderful time. I am sure memories of our
high school days will flood through our
minds and we will all be taken back to those
great carefree days.”

Although the school will remain until
the summer of 2025 during the final phase

Alumni interest prompts final high school tours
BRANDON SMITH
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Jeff and Traci Britt of Britt Fam-
ily Farm in Royal say they are 

“honored” to have been named the 
Garland County Farm Family of 
the Year.

The Britts were among the 69 families 
across the state that were named county 
winners in the 76th year of the awards. Jeff 
Britt is the assistant superintendent of the 
Lake Hamilton School District while Traci 
Britt is a counselor at Lake Hamilton High 
School.

“Well, it was definitely a surprise,” Jeff 
Britt said. “We’re obviously honored. We’ve 
been farming since we’ve lived there, just 
kind of small farming. It isn’t very big, so 
being named the Farm Family was kind of 
a surprise.”

The Britts own 40 acres. “We’ve got 
cattle, horses, and our biggest thing that we 
do is we bale quite a bit of hay, not so much 
there on that place as we do other places 
around the county,” he said. “I also do some 
custom baling as well for other people.”

Both Jeff and Traci Britt come from 

farming families. Jeff’s grandfather owned 
approximately 250 acres near Gurdon.

“We didn’t own any land until we 
moved here,” he said. “I grew up on 5 and a 

half acres here in Garland County, and then 
when I got a job here, we bought 35 more 

Farm Farm 
Family Family 
of the of the 
YearYear

MOUNTAIN HARBOR — 
Boarding schools are not always 
an option for children who come 
from less financially secure 
homes, but SpringBoard USA is 
working to help give them that 
option.

Started in 2016, the 501(c)(3) 
organization has five students 
who are graduating this year, the 
first graduating class for the or-
ganization for students who have 
been involved for four years.

“The purpose of (Spring-
Board USA) is to help children 
from difficult circumstances to 
get both an education and a liv-
ing experience by way of board-

ing schools,” Thomas Sanders, 
chairman of the organization’s 
board of trustees, said.

A Subiaco Academy gradu-
ate, Sanders said most boarding 
schools have vacancies that are 
not filled each year.

“They’re not as popular as 
they once were, and at the same 
time, we saw these kids that need 
an opportunity,” he said. “These 
aren’t bad kids; these are good 
kids in bad circumstances, and 
so we went around and called 
on these schools and persuaded 
them to give us deep discounts 
for our kids.”

The students in the program 
get more than just an education 
from one of a handful of board-

ing schools.
“In addition to providing the 

education for the kids, we in-
teract with them all year long,” 
Sanders said.

SpringBoard USA offers opportunities to attend boarding schools
JAMES LEIGH
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Britts ‘surprised,’ ‘honored’ by award
Rivalry heating up for 
the Battle of the Badge

The 2023 Stueart Pennington World Championship 
Running of the Tubs is only about two weeks away, but the 
annual rivalry between the Hot Springs Police Department 
and the Hot Springs Fire Department is already heating up.

The fire department has won seven of the 11 races in 
the Battle of the Badge, including last year’s Battle of the 
Badge and Pennington Cup Modified Division. That didn’t 
discourage Hot Springs police Sgt. Jarret Cantrell from 
tossing down the gauntlet last week with a poem directed 
at the firefighters:

“On this day of tub race delight,
“We know the firemen will put up a good fight.
“Even though in the end, we are on the same side
“Today is the exception so they may even run and hide.
“While they may rescue kittens from high trees above,
“The Police Officers are who people really love.
“They may even throw doughnuts to distract us in the 

beginning
“But we will be the ones doing all the winning.
“All we have to do is get far ahead
“And they will run back to their station and climb in 

their bed.”
Hot Springs Fire Department driver Allen Goines, the 

team manager for HSFD Team I, countered with a fiery 
response.
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■ Trey Britt leads a horse out of a barn at the Britt family farm.
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■ Bill Barnes, owner of 
Mountain Harbor Resort and 

Spa, center, discusses the 
upcoming SpringBoard USA 

camp the resort will host for 
the second straight year June 

5-9 as Mekenna Scott, left, 
special events coordinator at 

Mountain Harbor, and Thomas 
Sanders, board chair of 

SpringBoard USA, look on.
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Filmmaker with HS
ties showcased by
Diversity in Cannes

A filmmaker with ties to Hot Springs will have one of 
her short films showcased at the 2023 Diversity in Cannes 
Short Film Showcase on Monday.

Lisa Cole’s film “Bienvenidos a Los Angeles” will be 
showcased by Diversity in Cannes, which promotes the 
work of diverse filmmakers. The short film is based on a 
true story about Cole’s former babysitter’s experience trying 
to reunite with her son coming back from Mexico through 
the Los Angeles International Airport, she said.

“He has citizenship, but he got detained at the airport by 
immigration, and it was a very harrowing night,” she said.

“So it’s about the true story of what happened that night. 
It’s essentially about three immigrant women helping one 
another in the city of angels.

“I was also the person that went into the airport to pick 
him up that night when he got detained by ICE, and so, I 
also lived that night firsthand with my babysitter Elizabeth. 
She decided to let me share her story, and so I fictionalized 
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