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Wilson crisscrosses
the globe in series, B1

Mexico moving migrants
from borders, A9

House balls
and home runs
Bowling helped Irish’s
stacked high school team
SPORTS, C1

Weather
Mostly cloudy, humid with shower
High 82 • Low 66
FORECAST • A2

El Ninos far costlier
than once thought, A7

Since 1890, the Opelika-Au-
burn News has been proud
to serve as your leading

provider of local news in the
place we call home.

From public schools to public
safety, from start-ups to soccer,
from the arts to local govern-
ment, we have been committed
for decades to informing, ed-
ucating and entertaining our
readers. And we couldn’t do it
without your support of our lo-
cal journalists who produce im-
portant work like our coverage
of the Dadeville mass shooting,
the United Methodist church
split and Camp Hill’s natural
disaster recovery efforts. More
than ever, we’re dedicated to
providing that type of unique
local journalism.

Our commitment to being
the strongest local news pro-

vider remains
steadfast, but
we also continue
to change with
the habits of our
readers. Today,
the communi-
ties we serve are
different, just as
infrastructure,
the housing mar-

ket and businesses, and we at
the Opelika-Auburn News are
evolving, too.

Also, as we’ve adjusted to
changing news consumption
habits, we’ve adapted to some
outside forces affecting the lo-
cal news industry, such as shifts
in advertising trends, increas-
ing newsprint costs and the job
market.

With all of that in mind,
and in an effort to preserve the
excellent local news coverage
you’re used to, I’m writing
to let you know that starting
June 20, the print edition of
The Opelika-Auburn News
will move to a different publi-
cation schedule, with delivery
three days each week: Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday. In
addition, your newspaper will
transition from being delivered
by a traditional newspaper de-
livery carrier to mail delivery by
the U.S. Postal Service.

The new three-day print
frequency certainly represents
a shift in your newspaper expe-
rience. But fewer days of print
doesn’t mean less of the im-
portant, impactful local cover-
age that you’ve come to expect
from us. We’re still your best
source for local news content,
and we remain deeply commit-
ted to covering our community
all day, every day, seven days a
week, 365 days a year.

Every day, you’ll find the
best of local, national and

JOHN WEST
jwest@oanow.com

Area schools were among
the 50 best and most improved
schools in the state, the Ala-
bama State Board of Education
announced on May 11.

Beulah Elementary and
Loachapoka Elementary were
named in the top 25 most
improved Alabama schools
for the 2021-2022 school year.
Wrights Mill Road Elementary
ranked in the overall top 25 Ala-
bama schools for the same school
year.

ALSBOE recognized the

schools during a regular meet-
ing.

The ranking for every Ala-
bama school is based on the
state’s school report card. ALS-
BOE didn’t keep scores during
the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic, but they picked it up
again during 2021-2022 school
year.

Schools that made the list for
the top 25 most improved won
$8,000 each, while schools that
made the list for the top 25 over-
all won $2,000.

Beulah Elementary School’s
score went from 74 in 2019 to 85
in 2022, taking them from a “C”
to a “B.”

Loachapoka Elementary
School’s score went from 68 in
2019 to 77 in 2022, taking them
from a “D” to a “C.”

In 2022, Wrights Mill Road
Elementary School earned a 98
score, or “A.”

Arthur Caffey, the principal
of Beulah Elementary School,
praised the teachers’ efforts.

“It goes back to the hard work
and dedication that the teachers
have in place,” Caffey said. “Each
thing that our students are able
to do is because those teachers
are really working hard every,
single day to make sure that they
can get their best out of them.”

Carmen Anderson, the prin-
cipal at Loachapoka Elemen-
tary School, said she was proud
of both the students and the
teachers as well. She described
the improvement as a “collabo-
rative effort.”

“We could not do this alone,”
Anderson said. “With all the

support of the university, our
essential office staff along with
parents, we’ve been able to make
the changes as it relates to stu-
dent achievement and our overall
school score.”

The state’s school report card
system is determined by six ac-
countability indicators: aca-
demic achievement, academic
growth, graduation rates, college
and career readiness, chronic ab-
senteeism and English language
proficiency.

Schools with poor student
performance and high levels of
student absenteeism earn a lower
letter grade. The higher the stu-
dents’ performances and atten-
dance, the higher the school’s
letter grade.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY BEULAH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND LOACHAPOKA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The staff at Beulah Elementary School and Loachapoka Elementary School pose for a picture at their schools. Both schools ranked in the top 25
most improved schools in the state, according to the Alabama State Board of Education.
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