
Sunday, May 21, 2023

BREAKUP ON 
THE YUKON  

SundayS » d1

BATTLING THE 
BOOK BAN 

naTIOn » B5

TRACK AT 
REGIONALS 

SPORTS » B1

THE ALLURE   
OF MIGRATION 

SundayS » d1

One dollar and fifty cents 

  Business » C1     |     Classified » C4     |     Dear Abby » D3     |    Obituaries » A4-5     |     Opinion » C2-3      |     Sports » B1     |     Sundays » D1

Biden says U.S. will avoid debt default amid tough negotiation talks • Page a6Inside Today

newsminer.com

T H E  V O I C E  O F  I N T E R I O R  A L A S K A

InSIdE

SOuRdOuGH JaCK:

“If those clean-up folks 

want a real challenge, 

they should come take a 

look at my cabin!”

The weather

Sunny early turning 
cloudy by afternoon.

High today ................70
Low tonight ............. 50

Sunrise: 4:08 a.m.
Sunset: 11:28 p.m.
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GOOD
MORNING

Like spring flowers, bright yellow bags filled with trash 
lined the highways and byways of Fairbanks on Satur-
day for the community’s annual Clean Up Day.

Volunteers young and old swept up trash that had accu-
mulated over the dark winter months, recently uncovered by 

melting snow.
Those yellow bags 

weren’t there for long. Vol-
unteers tossed them into 
trucks and delivered them 
to the landfill.

Volunteers hit the 
streets for annual 

Clean Up Day

COURTESY GOLDEN HEART CLEAN UP DAY

Team Baby Wranglers reported an awesome turnout as 
they collected four to five bags of trash in the Loftus Road 
and the bike path to Wood River Drive.

COURTESY GOLDEN HEART CLEAN UP DAY

Many hands make light work on Clean Up Day.

By Nathaniel Herz
NORTHERN JOURNAL

Even before Alaska GOP Gov. Mike Dunleavy 
unveiled a bill to require the state’s utilities to 
generate more power from renewable sources, 
executives were springing into action.

Four months before Dunleavy introduced 
his legislation, the state official who would be 
responsible for pushing it was already hearing 
from utility leaders who were worried the gov-
ernor’s goal — 80% renewable power by 2040 
— was too ambitious and was taken out of an 
advocacy group’s playbook.

As natural gas shortage looms, Alaska utilities 
and advocates feud over renewable power bill

These wind 
turbines are 

near Delta 
Junction.
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By Jack Barnwell

A public hearing on a 
proposed change to the 
city of Fairbanks hotel 
bed tax will be held Mon-
day night at the Fair-
banks City Council meet-
ing.

Changes made to an 
ordinance sponsored by 
Councilmember Lonny 
Marney in November 
required a public hear-
ing, per city code.

Marney and Coun-
cilmember Crystal Tid-
well sponsored a substi-
tute version that would 
update and refine a 
20-year formula that 
splits revenue bed tax 
into three pots.

Under  the  c urrent 
formula, 22.5% of the 
bed tax goes to the city. 
Another $400,000 is 
split between Festival 
Fairbanks ($30,000) to 
maintain Golden Heart 
Plaza, the Fairbanks Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration ($100,000) and 
the city’s discretionary 
grant fund ($275,000) 
for eligible nonprofits.

Explore  Fa i rbanks 
receives the bulk of it to 
market tourism for the 
Fairbanks North Star 
Borough area.

T he  c i ty  co l lec ted 
just over $4.2 million 
in bed tax revenue in 
2022. Explore Fairbanks 
was entitled to around 
$2.8 million, or about 
$600,000 more than 
what it anticipated.

City to 
wrangle 
bed tax 

once more
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