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Ohio River Sternwheel Festival 5K nearing
The 13th annual Ohio River Sternwheel 

Festival 5K Memorial Run and Walk will 
be held 8 a.m. Saturday May 27 at the 
gazebo at Muskingum Park on Front Street, 
Marietta.

 Details, Page 1B

Wood County business owner recognized
A Wood County company was among 

four celebrated by the Small Business 
Administration as 2023 Small Business 
Week Award winners in a ceremony May 3 
at the Robert H. Mollohan Research Center 
in Fairmont.

 Details, Page 5C
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CHARLESTON — A for-
mer Washington, W.Va., man 
and wife who now live in 
Missouri were sentenced for 
unlawfully obtaining COVID-
19 jobless benefits.

Robert Notgrass, 51, and 
Rhonda Notgrass, 46, of St. 
Charles, Mo., were each sen-
tenced to five years of federal 
probation on Thursday in U.S. 
District Court for the Southern 
District of West Virginia.

They earlier pleaded guilty 

to unlawfully obtaining $26,917 
in unemployment benefits pro-
vided for by the Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security Act and the Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance pro-
gram.

Robert Notgrass and Rhonda 
Notgrass lived in Washington 
where Notgrass was the pastor 
of a church from before Jan. 1, 
2018, until he was released on 
June 1, 2020.

On Aug. 15, 2020, Rhonda 

Notgrass applied for pandem-
ic unemployment benefits with 
WorkForce West Virginia, the 
agency that administers the 
pandemic unemployment bene-

fits for West Virginians. Rhon-
da Notgrass falsely claimed she 
was unemployed as a direct 
result of a pandemic or major 
disaster.

Robert Notgrass helped his 
wife complete the application 
and submitted a letter on her 
behalf in furtherance of the 
false claim.

On Sept. 16, 2020, Rhon-
da Notgrass received abouot 
$14,150 in pandemic unemploy-
ment benefits payment from 
WorkForce West Virginia. The 
payment included federal mon-
ies from the C.A.R.E.S. Act.

By EVAN BEVINS
Staff Reporter

LUBECK — The company that 
owns the facility where one forev-
er chemical was used for years and 
another replaced it says monitor-
ing at the Lubeck Public Service 
District doesn’t show detectable 
levels of either in treated water.

That contradicts data recently 

released by two West Virginia 
agencies.

Chemours, owner of the Wash-
ington Works plant where pre-
vious owner DuPont used C8 in 
the Teflon-manufacturing process 
until 2012, said it monitors water 
quality at Lubeck, where a granu-
lar activated carbon filtration sys-
tem was installed in 2006. That 
was part of the district’s settlement 

with DuPont of a lawsuit over the 
presence of C8, also known as 
perfluorooctanoic acid or PFOA, 
in local water supplies. Chemo-

urs was spun off from DuPont in 
2015.

U.S. Geological Survey data 
released last week by the West 
Virginia Department of Health 
and Human Resources and Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
said Lubeck’s treated water had 
a C8 concentration of 2.77 parts 
per trillion. Results for GenX, a 
related chemical that replaced C8, 
showed 34 parts per trillion.

“We are aware of the data 

reported by USGS, and have 
observed that it is inconsistent 
with our sampling data,” a state-
ment from Chemours said Friday. 
“For instance, our most recent 
results show that the treated water 
had no detections of the follow-
ing PFAS compounds: PFOA, 
PFHxA, PFHpA, PFNA, PFBS, 
PFHxS, PFOS and HFPO-DA 
(GenX).

By EVAN BEVINS
Staff Reporter

PARKERSBURG — Members of 
Parkersburg City Council will consid-
er ordinances enacting previously bud-
geted pay raises and a sanitation fee 
increase, as well as a resolution limiting 
discussion in the public forum to agenda 
items only.

The meeting is slated for 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in council chambers on the 
second floor of the Municipal Building.

For the 2023-24 fiscal year, which 
starts July 1, Mayor Tom Joyce pro-
posed a 4.2% pay increase for all city 
employees except elected officials. The 
funds were included in 
the budget approved by 
council on a 6-2 vote 
in March. While some 
positions have salary 
ranges that can be adjust-
ed without legislative 
action, civil service jobs 
like police and firefight-
ers and part-time posi-
tions must be changed by 
ordinance.

That ordinance is 
on first reading, along 
with one increasing the 
monthly sanitation fee 
from $16 to $18. During 
the March budget hear-
ings, Joyce said the first sanitation fee 
hike since 2009 is needed after the gen-
eral fund was expected to subsidize the 
sanitation fund by about $276,000 this 
fiscal year. The fee increase is projected 
to generate $270,000.

The only other ordinance on the agen-
da is the final reading of a change to a 
job title in the floodwall department.

A resolution would amend coun-
cil’s rules for the public forum, during 
which half an hour is allotted to allow 
people to speak for up to three min-
utes. If the resolution is approved, they 
could only address items on that meet-
ing’s agenda.

By KRISTEN HAINKEL
Staff Reporter

VIENNA — The Vienna Utility 
Board discussed options to replace its 
current water tank level monitoring 
system at Friday’s meeting.

“It’s a control system that distributes 
all of the water in the City of Vienna,” 
Mayor Randy Rapp said. “It sends 
a signal once the water in the tank 
reaches a certain level and lets us know 
whether to turn the valve on or off.”

He said while the cur-
rent system does work, 
it doesn’t have any tech-
nical support in case of 
any malfunctions.

“The system we put 
in years ago, the compa-
ny we got it from is no 
longer in service. The 

owner passed away,” he said. “He was 
really receptive and helped us if we had 
problems. Unfortunately he’s no longer 
available.” 

Michael Davis, Project Engineer 
with Burgess & Niple, presented the 
board with two system options. One 
is a radio signal-based data transmis-
sion like the current one in place that 
will cost $300,000 to upgrade and 
$24,000 to install antenna poles. The 
other involves changing to cellular 
signal data transmission for $300,000 
and an estimated $300 monthly usage 
change. 

“I think radio would be fine,” Public 
Works Manager Craig Metz said. “It’s 
worked well for us in years past.”

Rapp posed a question in response.
“I guess the crystal ball question 

is: our system is working fine, but we 
have no support. So, do you want to 
take a chance and see how long it lasts 
or get ahead of it?” he said.

He added, “Cellular is the way to 
go. You can control these things off 
your iPhone. Having another piece of 
external equipment, whether it’s radio 
or whatever, is not the future.”

Former Wood County resident gets prison for fraud
Know of COVID Benefits Fraud?

Anyone with information about allegations of attempted fraud 
involving COVID-19 can report it by calling the Department 

of Justice’s National Center for Disaster Fraud Hotline 
at 866-720-5721 or on the NCDF Web Complaint Form 

at: www.justice.gov/disaster-fraud/ncdf-disaster-complaint-form.

∫  See Vienna, Page 7a∫  See CounCil, Page 7a

∫  See Water, Page 7a

∫  See Fraud, Page 7a

Chemours says it detects no PFAS in its Lubeck water monitoring
State report cited detectable C8, GenX
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Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., criticizes President Joe Biden’s policies and 
efforts on the debt limit negotiations as he holds a news conference at the Capitol in Washing-
ton Wednesday.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Debt limit talks halted again 
late Friday at the U.S. Cap-
itol shortly after resuming, 
another sudden turn of events 
after negotiations had come 
to an abrupt standstill earlier 
in the day when Republican 
House Speaker Kevin McCa-
rthy said it’s time to “pause” 

negotiations, 
and a White 
House official 
acknowledged 
there are “real 
differences.”

Top Repub-
lican negotia-
tors for McCa-

rthy exited the brief meeting 
shortly after talks restarted 
Friday evening. They said 
there were no further negoti-
ations planned for Friday and 
they were uncertain on next 
steps. But a top White House 
adviser to President Joe Biden 
said they were hopeful for 
a resolution. The negotiators 
are racing to strike a budget 
deal to resolve the standoff.

“We reengaged, had a 
very, very candid discussion, 

talking about where we are, 
talking about where things 
need to be, what’s reasonably 
acceptable,” said Rep. Garret 
Graves, R-La., a top McCar-
thy ally leading the talks for 

his side.
Another Republican nego-

tiator, Rep. Patrick McHen-
ry of North Carolina, said 
McCarthy had left for the 
night, and they would be 
briefing the speaker on the 
latest developments.

Asked if he was confident 
an agreement over budget 
issues could be reached with 
the White House, McHenry 
said, “No.”

As the White House team 
left the nighttime session, 
counselor to the president 
Steve Ricchetti, who is lead-
ing talks for the Democrats, 
said he was hopeful for an 
outcome. “We’re going to 
keep working,” he said.

Biden’s administration 
is reaching for a deal with 
Republicans led by McCarthy 
as the nation careens toward a 
potentially catastrophic debt 
default if the government 
fails to increase the borrow-
ing limit, now at $31 trillion, 
to keep paying the nation’s 
bills.

Debt limit talks stall 
amid ‘real differences’

Rep. Patrick McHenry, 
R-N.C., a key ally of House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, 
R-Calif., and chairman of the 
House Financial Services 
Committee, talks to reporters 
at the Capitol in Washington 
Friday.

Biden

∫  See debt, Page 7a


