
By GREG STONE
gstone@hdmediallc.com

A West Side landmark 
designed by a pioneering 
Black architect and owned 
by developer Tighe Bull-
ock has finally found a 
tenant.

Bullock and Legal Aid 
of West Virginia Executive 
Director Adrienne Worthy 
said the free service will 
inhabit the first three 
floors of the old Staats 
Hospital building once 
renovations are finished. 
Work on the Washington 
Street West structure is 
estimated to take 14 
months.

Bullock said the open, 

airy fourth floor — fea-
turing a high ceiling and 
8-foot-tall windows — 
will serve as offices for his 
family’s firm, Gaddy Engi-
neering. The project, ex-
pected to cost $5.6 million, 
is financed by Wesbanco 
and historic tax credits.

For Bullock, the agree-
ment with Legal Aid ends 
a long odyssey to find a 
use for Staats. BridgeVal-
ley Community and Tech-
nical College indicated 
that it might move into 
the building, but that deal 
fell through. Two years 
ago, Bullock had signs in 
the glass storefront that 
promised condominiums, 
but that project also hit 
obstacles.

“We’re looking at next 
year,” Bullock said of the 
projected Legal Aid com-
pletion date. “You’ve got 
[internal] demolition, sta-
bilization, a lot of trucks. 
There will be a lot of busy, 
busy, busy out front.”

RIGHT: Developer Tighe Bull-
ock and Legal Aid of West Vir-
ginia Executive Director 
Adrienne Worthy say they 
look forward to their new 
business relationship regard-
ing the Staats Hospital build-
ing (background).
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By ROGER ADKINS
radkins@hdmediallc.com

So far in 2023, the West 
Virginia Legislature is 0-4 
in attempts to give the 
state’s corrections per-
sonnel a pay increase.

Despite lawmakers ac-
knowledging a pressing 
need to address the issue, 
four bills aimed at in-
creasing pay for correc-
tions staff failed to ad-
vance beyond committee 
discussions during the 
2023 legislative session.

“For the life of me, I 
don’t know why the Re-
publican supermajority 
failed to act during the 
regular session and 

continue to bury their 
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Workers apply a rubberized mat to an area at Celebration Station, near Piedmont Elementary School in Charleston’s East End, Fri-
day. Demolition on the old wooden play structure was completed in the fall and work on the new structure is moving along. The new 
playground will have two main areas, one for Piedmont students and another for the community, and will feature climbing equip-
ment and accessible play equipment.
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By LORI KERSEY
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Kanawha County Com-
mission President Kent 
Carper is the subject of a 
police investigation for 
what his daughter called 
“an allegation of inappro-
priate conduct” at  a 
Charleston park earlier 
this week.

Carper’s daughter, Vir-
ginia Carper, said in a 
statement Friday the alle-
gation concerned Kent 
Carper while he was in a 
parked vehicle at or near 
Daniel Boone Park on 
Monday afternoon.

In the statement, Vir-
ginia Carper said her fa-
ther became ill last week-
end and was admitted to 
the emergency room at 
Thomas Memorial Hospi-
tal, in South Charleston, 
Tuesday. He was diag-
nosed to have had a heart 
attack Monday evening, 
she said.

“Unfortunately, an alle-
gation of inappropriate 
conduct has been made 
against my father while he 
was apparently parked in 

a vehicle at or near Daniel 
Boone Park on Monday,” 
the statement said. “My 
father’s illness and his 
apparent confusion have 
been misinterpreted as 
being something inappro-
priate. My family and I 
regret this awful misun-
derstanding.”

The County Commission 

Kanawha’s 
Carper under 
Charleston PD 
investigation
‘Allegation of inappropriate 
conduct’ comes amid major 
health issues, daughter says 
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Kanawha County Commission 
President Kent Carper is the 
subject of a police investigation 
for what his daughter called 
“an allegation of inappropriate 
conduct” at a Charleston park 
earlier this week.

West Virginia political leaders 
have focused on but failed to ad-
dress understaffing throughout 
state correctional facilities. 

The head of the Division of Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation told 
lawmakers this month eight facili-
ties had officer vacancy rates ex-
ceeding 40%. 

But state leaders have focused 
less on the significant long-term 
increase in incarcerated people. 
The average daily inmate popula-
tion in the state’s regional jails 
rose 33% from fiscal years 2010 
to 2022, per state data. 

We’ll explore what’s behind the 
state’s escalating correctional 
population, what impact it’s hav-
ing on inmates and how state 
leaders have contributed to the 
issue in tomorrow’s edition.

Coming Sunday

SEE CARPER, 9A

Jails staffing 
remains an issue 
for lawmakers 

SEE CORRECTIONS, 9A

Legal Aid is Staats building’s 1st tenant

SEE STAATS, 9A


