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A sweeping federal investment in com-
bating climate change will almost double
the amount of money Wisconsin receives
for some of its farm conservation pro-
grams, meaning more farmers will be able
to get help protecting their soil, reducing
runoff� and improving water quality.

The Infl�ation Reduction Act, signed by
President Joe Biden last August, is a $750

billion eff�ort to reduce health care costs,
bolster tax collections, and encourage
clean energy production. As part of that
last component, nearly $20 billion is
headed to the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service over the next few years to
beef up conservation programs. The
money is specifi�cally aimed at practices
that will reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and protect working lands against
climate change. 

‘A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME
OPPORTUNITY’

Rachel Bouressa spools out line while dividing a pasture into two smaller pastures on the Bouressa Family Farm last
summer in the township of Royalton. The Inflation Reduction Act will almost double the amount of money Wisconsin
receives for some of its farm conservation programs. WM. GLASHEEN/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Funding for Wisconsin farm conservation programs could nearly double

Madeline Heim
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
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“We are viewing this as a

once-in-a-lifetime

opportunity to work with

farmers we’ve never worked

with before. We’re not

going to let people down.”
Melissa Bartz
Assistant state conservationist for fi�nancial
assistance programs for the Conservation
Service’s Wisconsin office

GRAND CHUTE – The Rodeway Inn
had its motel license revoked Thurs-
day afternoon following complaints of
illegal drug activity, prostitution, sex-
ual assault and code violations at the
property.

The motel, 210 N. Westhill Blvd.,
was the site of two overdose deaths in
August. A Grand Chute man was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison for selling
drugs to the men.

The Town Board voted 5-0 in closed
session May 9 to reaffi�rm its earlier de-
cision to revoke the license, and Town
Clerk Kayla Raatz notifi�ed Arora Hos-
pitality, the company operating the
Rodeway Inn, of the decision in a certi-
fi�ed letter Wednesday.

Police posted the revocation notice
on the property the next day.

The letter says owner and operator
Hardeep Arora “shall cease operations
immediately following the posting of
the notice of revocation” and surren-
der the license to Raatz.

Operating the motel without a li-
cense could result in fi�nes of $1,000
per day, Raatz said.

Cars are parked outside the Rodeway
Inn at 210 N. Westhill Blvd. in Grand
Chute. The motel was the site of 240
police calls within 9½ months.
DAN POWERS/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Rodeway
Inn loses
license
Grand Chute responds
to prostitution and
drug complaints

Duke Behnke
Appleton Post-Crescent
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As you celebrate any event, Jessica
Williams hopes you’ll make it “whimsi-
cal.” That’s her goal with every event
that she stages in her business, Whim-
sical Celebrations.

Williams, headquartered in Neenah,
wants to bring a unique touch to events
throughout northeastern Wisconsin.
She has the experience to do just that.

“All of my jobs have had some sort of
event planning,” she said. “It started in
high school when I planned a talent
show. That extended into college where
as a resident assistant, I put on a social
event every month. With every job,
there was always something. I was al-
ways a leader.”

She was a summer event intern at
Leach Amphitheater in Oshkosh, event

coordinator and fundraising intern for
Appleton’s Children’s Hospital, and
ministry assistant for Lourdes Acad-
emy. She helped plan events featuring
clowns, space robots, face painting,
reptiles, mascots, and myriad other ac-
tivities.

Even while working at Fort McCoy
and then serving in the U.S. Army Re-
serves for nine years, Williams volun-
teered to help put together fundraising
events as she worked toward an MBA. In
the midst of a busy career, she began to
dream of starting a business.

“Throughout my life from high school
and on, many people would ask why I
wasn’t an event planner,” she said. “I
had arranged talent shows, community
events, educational and social gather-
ings, and served as a public speaker for
various occasions and roles. Yet, even
with all of my experience, I never felt
Wisconsin was the best market to host
events and get paid for it.”

That changed when she hosted an 

Event planner seeks to bring smiles, laughs
Veteran opens Whimsical
Celebrations in Neenah

Tina Dettman-Bielefeldt
Special to Green Bay Press-Gazette
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An outdoor party by Whimsical Creations of Neenah, owned by Jessica Williams,
front. PROVIDED BY JESSICA WILLIAMS See SMILES, Page 3A


