
Herald Times Reporter

Herald Times Reporter
SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2023 | HTRNEWS.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Volume 53 | No. 119
Subscribe 877-424-5044
©2023 $2.50 QEAJAB-51701w

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at htrnews.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper
and updated news and sports Extra sections.

Former UW star Dekker is
British player of the year
SPORTS, 1B

MADISON — The Legislature’s
Joint Finance Committee voted Tues-
day to increase the starting wage for
district attorneys and public defenders
in the upcoming state budget, going
farther than what Democratic Gov. To-
ny Evers proposed earlier this year.

The plan, if signed by Evers, would
bump the minimum pay rate for assis-
tant district attorneys and public de-
fenders by $8.76 per hour, up to $36.
Under the plan, experienced district
attorneys will also be able to access
pay raises, with the removal of a maxi-
mum cap. 

“This funding is critical for our com-
munities and for making sure that we
have safe and constitutionally protect-
ed places to live, work and raise a fam-
ily,” said Joint Finance Committee co-
chair Rep. Mark Born, R-Beaver Dam.

Republican leaders are also propos-
ing to add additional district attorney
positions in Sauk and Kenosha coun-
ties, as well as converting some part-
time positions in Langlade, Oneida
and Ozaukee counties. The rate for pri-
vate attorneys serving as public de-
fenders would also be raised to $100 an
hour, up from $70 an hour. The travel
rate for private attorneys would also be
raised to $50 an hour.

Fond du Lac County District Attor-
ney Eric Toney said during a news con-
ference that the Republican proposal
would be “transformational.”“When
we deal with crime, politics must be set
aside and I’m really proud of the work
of the Legislature based on what this is
going to mean for prosecutors across
Wisconsin,” said Toney, who also
serves as president of the Wisconsin
District Attorneys Association.

State Prosecutor Kelli Thompson
also expressed support for the mea-
sures. 

District
attorney
and public
defender
pay to go up
Laura Schulte
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
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MADISON – State transportation of-
fi�cials who want to expand Amtrak rail
to Wisconsin’s population centers of
Madison, Green Bay, Waukesha County
and other communities project the
move could attract about 250,000 new
passengers to the trains within a decade
and an additional 1.6 million by 2050.

The state Department of Transporta-
tion this week released a long-term plan
for Wisconsin’s rail lines that includes
the department’s vision for rail service
in Wisconsin over the next three dec-
ades, including proposals to extend
passenger rail to 11 new communities in

Wisconsin that would connect the
state’s capital and Milwaukee. 

The ideas would likely require buy-in
from state lawmakers to fully achieve
but Assembly Speaker Robin Vos al-
ready said last year he would not sup-
port dedicating state funding to expand
passenger rail to Madison. 

A rail line built using federal funding
between Milwaukee and Madison was
on track to becoming reality about a
decade ago until a political fi�restorm
doomed it when former Gov. Scott Walk-
er made his opposition to it a center-
piece of his fi�rst campaign for governor.

Now, a 2021 bipartisan law signed by
President Joe Biden has resuscitated
the idea as it sets aside $102 billion in
federal funding for rail lines across the
country, much of it for passenger rail
projects.

State projects passenger
rail expansion could draw
250,000 additional riders

A conductor watches as the Amtrak Hiawatha line leaves the Milwaukee
Intermodal train station.
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Madison, Green Bay
among target cities

Molly Beck
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A sweeping federal investment in
combating climate change will almost
double the amount of money Wisconsin
receives for some of its farm conserva-
tion programs, meaning more farmers
will be able to get help protecting their
soil, reducing runoff� and improving wa-
ter quality.

The Infl�ation Reduction Act, signed

by President Joe Biden last August, is a
$750 billion eff�ort to reduce health care
costs, bolster tax collections, and en-
courage clean energy production. As
part of that last component, nearly $20
billion is headed to the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service over the
next few years to beef up conservation
programs. The money is specifi�cally
aimed at practices that will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and protect 

‘A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME
OPPORTUNITY’

Rachel Bouressa spools out line while dividing a pasture into two smaller pastures on the Bouressa Family Farm last
summer in the township of Royalton. The Inflation Reduction Act will almost double the amount of money Wisconsin
receives for some of its farm conservation programs. WM. GLASHEEN/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Funding for Wisconsin farm conservation programs could nearly double
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“We are viewing this as a

once-in-a-lifetime

opportunity to work with

farmers we’ve never worked

with before. We’re not

going to let people down.”
Melissa Bartz
Assistant state conservationist for fi�nancial
assistance programs for the Conservation
Service’s Wisconsin office


