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the sidelines of a Boeing confer-
ence on aviation sustainability
in Renton, SkyNRG CEO Phi-
lippe Lacamp said he expects
the plant to be operational by
2028 or 2029. Its construction
will provide about 600 jobs, and
running it once it’s open will
provide about 100 permanent
new jobs, he said.
Previously SkyNRG, which

has its U.S. office in Bend, Ore-

Dutch company SkyNRG has
chosen Washington state for a
major new biogas plant that will
produce sustainable aviation
fuel – a key part of the airline
world’s push to decarbonize
flying.
In an interview Wednesday on

gon, had said it was looking for
a location somewhere in the
Pacific Northwest. Lacamp said
new state legislation signed this
month by Gov. Jay Inslee that
provides sustainable aviation
fuel, or SAF, subsidies and
speeds permits for plant con-
struction tip the scale for Wash-
ington.
The legislation “positions

Washington state as the most

attractive, most supportive state
for SAF,” he said. “It’s the most
generous state in the nation
now.”
SkyNRG has been studying

several potential locations in the
state but Lecamp declined to
identify them pending “engage-
ment” with the local communi-
ties. “We want to make sure
that we’re a good neighbor,” he
said.

The project to produce about
90,000 metric tons of SAF per
year, about 30 million gallons,
will require a huge investment
of between $600 million and
$800 million, he said.
Lecamp said he’s confident

SkyNRG will nail down the
equity and debt financing to
cover that as the global aviation
industry mounts a big push to
reach net zero carbon emissions
by 2050 – with large-scale SAF
production accounting for fully
65% of the planned reduction.
“We see these technologies as

being absolutely essential for
the ongoing development of the
aviation industry in terms of

New $800M sustainable aviation
fuel plant planned for WA
DOMINIC GATES
The Seattle Times

SEE AVIATION, 9A

it got a little bit closer.
That’s when Moxie, an artifi-

cial intelligence (AI) and ma-
chine-learning programmed
robot, began its duties deliver-
ing medical supplies and carry
samples to laboratories.

The singularity didn’t occur at
10:30 a.m. Thursday at Tacoma
General Hospital. But, perhaps

The singularity is a hypothe-
sized moment sometime in our
future when AI becomes self-
aware and evolves beyond hu-
man control. Fortunately for the
staff at Tacoma General, Moxie
is not The Terminator. Think

Rosey the Robot from “The
Jetsons” but with a nursing cap
instead of a maid’s apron.
The 5-foot-tall, 300-pound

rolling ‘bot with blinking blue

CHEYENNE BOONE The News Tribune

Moxie, an artificial intelligence (AI) and machine-learning programmed robot, stops at a nurses station to pick up medical supplies to deliver to
a nurse in Tacoma General Hospital on Thursday.

Tacoma hospital uses robots
to fetch supplies, deliver samples
BY CRAIG SAILOR
csailor@thenewstribune.com

SEE ROBOTS, 9A

A Tumwater Middle School
teacher is among four Wash-
ington state educators who
are finalists for a national
award that recognizes deep
knowledge and excellence in
science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics
fields.
Anthony Harris, who teach-

es science, is in
the running for
$10,000 from
the National
Science Founda-
tion, a trip to
Washington,
D.C., to attend
recognition
events, and a
certificate

signed by the President of the
United States.
It’s the highest award a

K-12 STEM teacher can earn
and be recognized for by the
U.S. government.
According to a news release

from the state Office of the
Superintendent of Public
Instruction, the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Math
and Science Teaching is given
out every year. The state
finalists are chosen by a state-
wide committee made up of
teachers, district staff, subject
matter experts and other
stakeholders.
On the national level,

Tumwater
science
teacher in
the running
for STEM
award
BY TY VINSON
tvinson@theolympian.com

Anthony
Harris

SEE TUMWATER, 9A

The FBI has misused a pow-
erful digital surveillance tool
more than 278,000 times, in-
cluding against crime victims,
January 6 riot suspects, people
arrested at protests in the wake
of the police killing of George
Floyd in 2020, and – in one case
– 19,000 donors to a congres-
sional candidate, according to a

newly-unsealed court docu-
ment.
The FBI says it has already

fixed the problems, which it
blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and
Justice Department lawyers
about how to properly use a vast
database named for the legal
statute that created it, Section
702.
But the failures to use the 702

database correctly when collect-
ing information about U.S. citi-

zens and others may make it
harder for the agency to marshal
support in Congress to renew
the law, which is due to expire
at the end of this year. It may
also create additional head
winds for the FBI, which has
been under attack for years by
former president Donald Trump
and his political supporters.
House lawmakers aligned with
Trump held a hearing this week

FBI misused tool to surveil
Jan. 6 suspects, BLM arrestees

JABIN BOTSFORD The Washington Post

The FBI, led by Christopher Wray, says it has already fixed
surveillance problems, which it blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and Justice Department lawyers about how to
properly use a vast database named for the legal statute that created
it, Section 702.

BY DEVLIN BARRETT
The Washington Post
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