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The FBI has misused a pow-
erful digital surveillance tool
more than 278,000 times, in-
cluding against crime victims,
January 6 riot suspects, people
arrested at protests in the wake
of the police killing of George
Floyd in 2020, and – in one case
– 19,000 donors to a congres-
sional candidate, according to a
newly-unsealed court docu-
ment.
The FBI says it has already

fixed the problems, which it
blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and
Justice Department lawyers
about how to properly use a vast
database named for the legal
statute that created it, Section
702.
But the failures to use the 702

database correctly when collect-

ing information about U.S. citi-
zens and others may make it
harder for the agency to marshal

support in Congress to renew
the law, which is due to expire
at the end of this year. It may

also create additional head
winds for the FBI, which has
been under attack for years by
former president Donald Trump
and his political supporters.
House lawmakers aligned with
Trump held a hearing this week
trying to show the nation’s pre-
mier law enforcement agency is
biased against conservatives.
The Foreign Intelligence Sur-

veillance Court, which oversees
Section 702, has also pressured
the FBI, writing in the April
2022 opinion that was unsealed
Friday that if the agency doesn’t
perform better, the court will
crack down and order its own
changes to FBI surveillance
practices.
The Section 702 database is a

vast trove of electronic commu-
nications and other information
which can be searched by the
National Security Agency and
the FBI. The FBI is authorized
to search the database only

when agents have reason to
believe such a search will pro-
duce information relevant to
foreign intelligence purposes, or
evidence of crimes.
Built in the aftermath of the

Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks,
U.S. officials have long consid-
ered the database one of the
prize jewels of the U.S. national
security apparatus. Its primary
purpose is targeting foreign
intelligence or terrorism in-
formation. But the sweeping
nature of the kinds of informa-
tion the database includes has
long worried civil rights ad-
vocates, who argue the govern-
ment has proven it cannot be
trusted to use the system care-
fully.
The court “is encouraged by

the amendments to the FBI’s
querying procedures,” Judge
Rudolph Contreras of the FISA
court wrote in the opinion un-
sealed Friday, which detailed
the nearly 300,000 abuses
logged between 2020 and early
2021. “Nonetheless, compliance
problems with the querying of
Section 702 information have
proven to be persistent and
widespread. If they are not sub-

FBI misused tool to surveil
Jan. 6 suspects, BLM arrestees
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The FBI, led by Christopher Wray, says it has already fixed
surveillance problems, which it blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and Justice Department lawyers about how to
properly use a vast database named for the legal statute that created
it, Section 702.
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RICHLAND, WA
Two teens are accused of a

gang-related New Year’s Eve
killing outside a Richland apart-
ment complex.
Richland police announced

that Felipe Manjares, 19, of
Sunnyside, and Rafael Torres-
Topete, 17, of Kennewick, are
accused of killing Michael Cas-
toreno outside the Columbia
Park Apartments.
He was shot several times and

died at the scene.
Detectives tracked Manjares

to Kingfisher, Okla., where he
was arrested on May 5 with the
help of a U.S. Marshals fugitive
task force and Oklahoma law
enforcement agencies.
He is awaiting extradition

back to Washington state. His
arrest came about two weeks
after a $1 million arrest warrant
was issued for charges of pre-
meditated first-degree murder.
Prosecutors say using a gun

could add time to his sentence if
he’s found guilty.
His alleged accomplice,

Torres-Topete, is already in
juvenile detention in connection
with a robbery committed days
before the shooting. He is
charged as an adult with pre-
meditated first-degree murder,
along with the aggravating fac-
tor of using a gun.
Police have arrested two

others in connection with the
shooting. Manjares’ mother,
Rosalina Guzman, was arrested
in Oklahoma. She is suspected
of helping him.
And Manjares’ brother, a

16-year-old, was arrested by
Sunnyside police on Thursday
for illegally possessing a fire-
arm. Richland police didn’t say
what his connection was to the
shooting, but mentioned that he

2 teens
accused in
gang-related
New Year’s
Eve murder
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WASHINGTON
Debt ceiling talks came to an

abrupt standstill Friday after a
top ally to Republican House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy said
it’s time to “press pause” on
negotiations, and a White
House official acknowledged
there are “real differences” that
are making talks difficult.
Rep. Garret Graves, R-La.,

tapped by McCarthy, R-Calif.,
to lead the talks, emerged from
an hourlong session and said
gaps remained between House
Republicans and the Democrat-
ic administration.

“It’s time to press pause be-
cause it’s just not productive,”
Graves told reporters.
He added that the negotia-

tions have become “just un-
reasonable” and that it was
unclear when talks would re-
sume.
A White House official, who

was granted anonymity Friday
to discuss the private conversa-
tions, said there are “real dif-
ferences” between the parties
on the budget issues and furth-
er “talks will be difficult.”
The official added that the

president’s team is working
hard towards a “reasonable
bipartisan solution” that can
pass both the House and the
Senate.

Wall Street turned lower as
talks on raising the nation’s
debt limit came to a sudden
halt, raising worries that the
country could edge closer to
risking a highly damaging de-
fault on U.S. government debt.
President Joe Biden’s admin-

istration is racing to strike a
deal with Republicans led by
McCarthy as the nation careens
toward a potentially catastroph-
ic debt default if the govern-
ment fails to increase the bor-
rowing limit, now at $31 trillion,
to keep paying the nation’s
bills.
McCarthy told reporters it

remains an “easy” problem to
resolve.
“Look, we can’t be spending

more money next year,”
McCarthy told reporters as he
entered the Capitol. “We have
to spend less than we spent the
year before. It’s pretty easy.”
Negotiators met for a third

day behind closed doors at the

Capitol with hopes of settling
on an agreement this weekend
before possible House votes
next week. They face a looming
deadline as soon as June 1 when
the Treasury Department has
said it will run out of cash to
pay the government’s incurred
debt.
Experts have warned that

even the threat of a debt de-
fault would send shockwaves
through the economy.
Republicans want to extract

steep spending cuts that Biden
has so far refused to accept.
Any deal would need the sup-
port of both Republicans and
Democrats to find approval in a
divided Congress and be passed
into law.
Biden who has been in Japan

attending the Group of Seven
summit had already planned to
cut short the rest of his trip. He
is expected to return to Wash-
ington later Sunday.

Negotiators put debt
limit talks on hold
BY KEVIN FREKING, LISA MASCARO
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Associated Press
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About 30 firefighters take part in a wildland training burn Friday morning off George Washington Way near Washington State
University’s Wine Science Center in north Richland. The Pasco and Richland fire departments collaborated with several other area
agencies to provide hands-on experience to new firefighters and as a refresher for the upcoming season for other crews. They had
access to about 34 undeveloped acres as their outdoor classroom.

HANDS-ON WILD LAND FIRE TRAINING IN RICHLAND


