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Lifeguard shortage keeps 3 Seattle  beaches closed NORTHWEST > A8

Jim Brown, NFL great and civil rights champion, dies at 87 SPORTS > B1

By Elise Takahama            
               Seattle Times staff reporter            

Medical care for at least 
175,000 UW Medicine patients 
could be disrupted if the hospital 
system and one of its insurers 
can’t agree on new contracts 
soon — though both sides have 
said they’re working hard to 
reach a deal. 

UW Medicine and Premera 
Blue Cross, a health insurance 
company based in Mountlake 
Terrace, began negotiating new 
contracts near the beginning of 
the year, trying to find a compro-
mise around reimbursement 
rates for the cost of health care. 
Things have been progressing, 
according to both parties, but this 
week thousands of patients re-
ceived letters from UW Medicine 
notifying them that a change in 
insurance coverage could be on 
its way if an agreement isn’t 
reached by July 1, when the 
current contracts expire.

“We are concerned about our 
patients and committed to con-
tinuing contract discussions to 
negotiate reimbursement rates 
that fairly address the cost of 
providing care,” said the letter, 

See > Patients, A7

UW Medicine 
patients could 
lose Premera 
in-network 
coverage

Seattle Times staff 
and The Associated Press

In what amounts to great news 
for Seattle’s burgeoning space 
industry, Jeff Bezos’ Kent-head-
quartered rocket company has 
won a NASA contract to land 
astronauts on the moon. 

Blue Origin received a $3.4 
billion contract Friday to lead a 
team to develop a lunar lander 
named Blue Moon. It will be used 
to transport astronauts to the 
lunar surface as early as 2029, 
following a pair of crew landings 
by Elon Musk’s SpaceX. 

NASA will get astronauts to 
lunar orbit using its own rockets 
and capsules, but wants private 
companies to take over from 
there.

NASA Administrator Bill Nel-
son said the agency wants differ-
ent landing options as it seeks a 
return to the moon more than a 
half-century after the end of the 
Apollo moonshots. 

Blue Origin and SpaceX both 
have significant presences in the 
Seattle area, where the space 
industry has been booming in 
recent years.

In 2021 alone, the space indus-
try accounted for about $4.6 
billion in economic activity, ac-
cording to a report by the Puget 
Sound Regional Council, a pub-
lic-private economic develop-
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By ERIC TUCKER            
               The Associated Press            

WASHINGTON — FBI officials 
repeatedly violated their own stan-
dards when they searched a vast 
repository of foreign intelligence 
for information related to the Jan. 

6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol and racial justice protests in 
2020, according to a heavily 
blacked-out court order released 
Friday.

FBI officials said the thousands of 
violations, which also include im-

proper searches of donors to a 
congressional campaign, predated 
a series of corrective measures that 
started in the summer of 2021 and 
continued last year. But the prob-
lems could nonetheless complicate 
FBI and Justice Department efforts 
to receive congressional reauthori-
zation of a warrantless surveillance 
program that law enforcement 
officials say is needed to counter 

terrorism, espionage and interna-
tional cybercrime.

The violations were detailed in a 
secret court order issued last year 
by the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Court, which has legal over-
sight of the U.S. government’s spy 
powers. The Office of the Director 
of  National Intelligence released a 
redacted version on Friday in what 

See > FBI, A6

Court: FBI broke  surveillance rules thousands of times
2020-2 1  |  Report says agency improperly 
searched for intel on protesters, Jan. 6 riot.
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By Sarah Grace Taylor            
               Seattle Times staff reporter            

Seattle elected officials are con-
sidering whether the city should 
take on the responsibility of prose-
cuting public drug use and posses-
sion charges, amid a new state law 
and a rising substance abuse crisis.

City Attorney Ann Davison is 
asking the City Council to approve 
a bill classifying public drug use 
and drug possession as gross mis-
demeanors, which would give the 
city attorney’s office the authority 
to prosecute both charges.

In a special session on Tuesday, 

state legislators passed a bill that 
changes drug possession to a gross 
misdemeanor and criminalizes 
public use, after the Legislature 
failed to agree on a replacement 
for the current possession law, 
which  expires in July. Gov. Jay 
Inslee signed the new bill into law 
the same day. 

With the state law in place, Seat-
tle police can make arrests and 
those cases will go to the King 

County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office for potential prosecution. 
But by adopting the changes into 
Seattle’s city code, the city attorney 
would be able to prosecute instead 
of leaving it up to the county.

Councilmembers Sara Nelson 
and Alex Pedersen have joined 
with Davison in pushing for local-
izing the new state law.

“Under state law, cities are re-
See > Drugs, A7

City attorney wants to prosecute 
drug cases under new state law
Seat tle  |  Davison  asking  council to classify 
possession or public use as gross misdemeanors.

U.N. presses White House on evictions 
Nooksack tribe  |  Monitors appeal to Biden administration again to stop 

tribal leaders in Washington from removing people they say are not Nooksack. 

By Daniel Beekman            
               Seattle Times staff reporter            

More than 5,000 
miles separate 
Deming in What-
com County, 

where the Nooksack River rush-
es out of the North Cascades, 
and the Palais des Nations in 
Geneva, where the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council is 
headquartered.

But a long-running dispute 
over Indigenous heritage and 
property in this remote part of 
Washington has, nonetheless, 
captured the attention of ex-
perts assigned by the U.N. to 
monitor international human 
rights. Again.

The U.N.’s special rapporteurs 
for adequate housing and Indig-
enous rights, independent ex-
perts who in early 2022 called 
on the United States to halt an 

attempt by the Deming-based 
Nooksack Indian Tribe to evict 
certain families from their 
homes, are now putting more 
pressure on the White House. 
It’s a remarkable and possibly 
unprecedented step, observers 
say, with potential implications 
for the Nooksack Tribe and 
communities beyond.

More than two dozen people 
are currently at risk for eviction 
from homes that were devel-
oped on Nooksack land with 
federal tax credits through a 
low-income rent-to-own pro-
gram. The tribe says the resi-
dents can no longer use the 
homes because their Nooksack 
membership was revoked years 
ago in a purge of 300-plus peo-
ple. The residents deny they 
were justly expelled and say 
they have property rights, re-
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D a n i e l  K i m  /  T h e  S e a t t l e  T i m e s

Mike Rabang is one of the people facing eviction by the Nooksack Indian Tribe, which has sought to expel him and more than 300 other 
members in recent years, saying their Nooksack membership was revoked years ago.

D a n i e l  K i m  /  T h e  S e a t t l e  T i m e s  

United Nations experts assigned to monitor human rights have again 
voiced concerns about an attempt by the Nooksack Indian Tribe to 
evict certain families from their homes, like this one near Deming.


