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If you are thinking
of selling, give me a
call. Now is a great
time of year to get
the ball rolling.
It would be my
pleasure to work

with you!

(802)
380-2077

Dan Normandeau
Realtor®

VINTAGE CAMPER BBQ PARTY
May 20th, 11am-3pm

$15 Adults $8 kids
1238 Us Rt 5 East Dummerston

Brattleboro North Koa
Benefits W. Dummerston Vol. FD

Brattleboro Music Center
EOS Project

Undreamed Shores
Thursday, May 25, 7:00 pm

LOOKING FOR A
NEW CAREER?

Check out
jobs.berkshireeagle.com

LOOKING FOR
Tenants? Filling a Job?

Selling A Home?
Call 800-245-0254, opt 2
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in Vermonters
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By SuSan Smallheer

Brattleboro Reformer

WESTMINSTER — The search 
for a new principal at Bel-
lows Falls Union High 
School has been narrowed 
to two candidates — one lo-
cal, and one, a former New 
Hampshire high school 
principal who was under in-
dependent investigation un-
til he resigned in March.

Superintendent of Schools 

Andrew Haas announced 
Wednesday night at the 
Windham Northeast Su-
pervisory Union meeting 
that the finalists are Kelly 
O’Ryan, who is the Wind-
ham Northeast Supervisory 
Union’s diversity and eq-
uity coordinator, and Mike 
Fiorentino, who until recent-
ly was principal of Littleton 
N.H., High School and its 
companion middle school.Melsur Vintage Furniture — A famous Brattleboro label

BRATTLEBORO — During its 
century-long existence, the 
Estey Organ Company made 
more than 520,000 musi-
cal instruments. Each or-
gan famously had a “Brat-
tleboro, Vt.” label attached, 
and the Estey Organ Com-
pany became synonymous 
with the Brattleboro com-
munity. What you may not 
know is another local man-
ufacturer made tens of mil-
lions of products here, and 
each one was labeled with 

the phrase, “Old Ferry Road, 
Brattleboro, Vt.”

In 1960, as Estey Organ 
was closing its doors, Jason 
Doubleday moved his family 
to Brattleboro from Spring-
field, Massachusetts. He had 
been in the manufacturing 
business for 25 years and was 
appointed plant manager 
of  C.F. Church Company 
on Flat Street. In 1920 C.F. 
Church arrived in Brat-
tleboro, and the company 
specialized in the production 
of  toilet seats. In later years, 
the plant also expanded its 
product line to include com-
posite school furniture.

Doubleday grew up in 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
and began working as an 
apprentice toolmaker. He 
became a production super-
visor and, in the evenings, 

earned a business degree 
from American International 
College. Unfortunately for 
Doubleday and Brattleboro, 
American Standard Com-
pany bought C.F. Church 

and, during the company’s 
merger process, decided to 
close the Flat Street plant 
and relocate the manufac-
turing site to the Springfield, 

‘Live free or 
die’ general 
gets name 
on bridge
By BoB audette

Brattleboro Reformer

HINSDALE, N.H./BRATTLEBORO 
— It seems fitting that a new 
bridge connecting these two 
Connecticut River towns 
should be named after a 
person with connections on 
both sides of the river.

Earlier this week, New 
Hampshire Gov. Chris 
Sununu signed into law 
a bill naming the still-un-
der-construction bridge the 
General John Stark Memo-
rial Bridge.

As Rep. Michael Abbott, 

D-Hinsdale, the sponsor 
of  the bill, noted, there are 
statues to Stark in both 
states, one on the State-
house lawn in Concord and 
one which was installed in 
2000 at the Bennington Bat-
tle Monument in Vermont.

“And Route 9 across 
southern Vermont is named 
after his wife, Molly Stark,” 
said Abbott.

Stark also coined the 
phrase that became the 
Granite State’s motto. In 
1809, unable because of  
failing health to attend a 

BFUHS principal 
finalists now set

Thomas Ramirez and Melinda 
Ensign try to stay warm 

during an early spring cool 
down on the Common in 

Brattleboro.

PHOTOS BY  
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BRATTTLEBORO REFORMER

Being proactive
By ChriS mayS

Vermont News & Media

BRATTLEBORO — Planning is 
underway to coordinate re-
sponses to an expected uptick 
in homelessness in the wake 
of the emergency motel hous-
ing program winding down.

Town Manager John Pot-
ter said the General Assis-
tance Emergency Housing 
Program run by the Vermont 
Agency of  Human Services 
(AHS) was expanded six 
times during the COVID-19 
pandemic. About 1,800 house-
holds currently benefit from 
the program statewide, in-
cluding about 220 adults 
and 52 children who receive 
vouchers to stay at one of  sev-
en hotels in Brattleboro.

“Unfortunately, due to the 
end of  federal and state fund-
ing for this expanded pro-
gram, these payments will 
no longer be available after 
May 31 for approximately 80 
people,” Potter said at the Se-
lect Board meeting Tuesday, 
where the response plan was 
unanimously approved.

An additional 34 people 
who had been at the motels 
also under vouchers during 
the Groundworks Collabora-

tive shutdown following the 
murder of  a shelter coordina-
tor by an ax-wielding client 
also are expected to lose their 
rooms on May 31. Potter said 
another 140 to 190 people are 
at risk of  losing their eligibil-
ity on June 30, including the 
52 children.

A Care Coordination 
Team formed by AHS is 
working with those affect-
ed by the changes to the 
program and helping them 
come up with plans for 
when they lose eligibility. 
Town staff  also are in com-
munication with the agency 
and working with organiza-

tions to coordinate services.
Potter said the potential 

impact is unclear.
“But given the numbers 

of  people involved and the 
uncertainty,” he said, “we be-
lieve that it would be worth-
while to take an incident 
command approach to this, to 
direct and coordinate efforts 
of  various individual organi-
zations involved as they work 
towards a common goal of  
stabilizing multi-hazard im-
pact to protect lives and prop-
erty and the environment.”

Potter said teams be-
ing established to address 

Brattleboro prepares for uptick in homelessness

LOCAL HISTORY
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Desks and chairs marked with the Melsur label found in 
Brattleboro Area Middle School.

GENERAL JOHN STARK MEMORIAL BRIDGE

VERMONT NEWS & MEDIA FILE PHOTO

A statue of Brigadier General John Stark points the way out of 
the fog enveloping the Bennington Battle Monument. A hero of 
that Revolutionary War battle, Stark was also the inspiration 
for the New Hampshire state motto: Live Free or Die.
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