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7-horse race: Why each of those running
can – or can’t – win Preakness Stakes
SPORTS, 1B

Two high-crash intersections on Colchester Ave-
nue will soon be redesigned to prioritize bike and pe-
destrian safety.

The Vermont Agency of Transportation chose to
fund work on the intersection at Colchester Avenue
and Prospect Street as well as the intersection where
Colchester Avenue meets Riverside Avenue and Bar-
rett Street and Mill Street near the Winooski Bridge in
their 2023 budget. Visible changes won’t be seen for
at least two to three years, but improving the inter-
sections have long been city priorities.

“Both proposals will create signifi�cant safety im-
provements,” said Chapin Spencer, director of the
Burlington’s Department of Public Works.

The selections were a part of the state’s new sys-
tem for prioritizing road work that aims to maximize
state funds by choosing projects that off�er the most
“transportation value” to taxpayers according to
memos to the Burlington City Council.

What will change

The new design for the Colchester Avenue/Pros-
pect Street intersection isn’t so new. It was chosen as
the best intersection redesign in a 2014 scoping study
done by the Chittenden County Regional Planning
Committee through an extensive process of public
input and meetings. 

Similarly, the CCRPC did a scoping study on the
intersection near the Winooski Bridge published in
2019 in which the best redesign for this intersection
was also identifi�ed. Funding for the projects just
hasn’t materialized until now.

In the new design of the Colchester Avenue/Pros-
pect Street intersection, South Prospect Street will
be angled slightly to the west to align with North
Prospect Street and bike lanes will be added going
both north and south. This will result in the left-turn
lane and the lane going straight on South Prospect
due north to be combined into one lane.

The tangle of three intersections that makes up
the connection point between Riverside Avenue, Col-
chester Avenue, Barrett Street and Mill Street will be
transformed into one four-way, traffi�c-light-con-
trolled stop between Riverside, Colchester and Bar-
rett and a stop-sign at Mill Street before drivers turn
onto Colchester Avenue instead of a traffi�c light. The
consolidation is meant to reduced confusion among
unfamiliar drivers which contributes to the high
number of crashes at the intersection.

Spencer said the redesign of Colchester/Riverside
intersection may perfectly align with the rebuilding
of the Winooski Bridge. Burlington and Winoooski 
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WASHINGTON – The chairman of the House For-
eign Aff�airs Committee says he is pausing an eff�ort to
hold Secretary of State Antony Blinken in contempt of
Congress now that the State Department off�ered to let
him review a classifi�ed cable from U.S. diplomats in

Kabul sent shortly before the U.S. with-
drawal from Afghanistan.

Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas,
agreed Thursday to review the July 2021
communication that reportedly warned
the U.S. about the potential fall of Kabul
via a special dissent channel. State De-
partment offi�cials have used the classi-

fi�ed messaging platform for decades to issue warnings
or express contrarian views directly to senior agency
offi�cials.

McCaul accepted the condition to view the docu-
ment with the names of those who signed it redacted.
The same off�er was made to the top Democrat on the 
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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds of
U.S. adults say they are highly concerned
about how the national economy would be
aff�ected if the U.S. debt limit is not in-
creased and the government defaults on its
debts, according to a new poll, even as few
say they have a solid understanding of the
ongoing debt limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they
want any increase in the debt limit to be
coupled with agreed-upon terms for reduc-
ing the federal budget defi�cit. At the same
time, Americans are more likely to disap-
prove than approve of how President Joe
Biden and negotiators on both sides of the
aisle are handling negotiations. Still, slight-
ly more approve of Biden’s handling of the
situation than of congressional Republi-
cans. 

The new poll from The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Aff�airs Research
shows 27% say they approve of Biden and
26% say the same about congressional

Democrats, while 22% approve of congres-
sional Republicans. Close to half disapprove
of each. 

Robert Hutchins, 66, says he somewhat
approves of how House Speaker Kevin Mc-
Carthy and Republicans in Congress are han-
dling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do something,” the
Republican from Milton, Delaware, said of
McCarthy’s leadership. “The Democrats
want to spend more money and they don’t
want any limit to it.” 

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any confi�-
dence whatsoever” in Biden and doesn’t be-
lieve in abolishing the debt ceiling, as it
serves as a constant reminder of the nation’s
debt load, which currently stands at
$31.4 trillion.

Otherwise, “you just think you have an
unlimited credit card and you can spend
whatever you want,” he said. 

Ron Ellis, 61, of Lake Charles, Louisiana,
said he hasn’t been paying a lot of attention
to the latest debt limit debate because he’s 

The U.S. is inching closer to the June 1 deadline to raise the debt ceiling or risk defaulting on the nation’s
$31 trillion in debt. A default would likely spell catastrophe for the U.S. economy, with spillover throughout
the globe, and would prompt a probable recession. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP FILE
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Upgrade your bathroom, upgrade your life. With a new walk-in shower, 

you can make sure your bathroom ages as gracefully as you do. This shower 
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 Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor
  Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair 

Accessible
 Luxurious 8” Rainfall Shower Head
 Professionally Installed in 1 day
 Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

 Fold Down Safety Seat
 Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar
 Lifetime Warranty


