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InsideMan arrested after
Roanoke bank robbery
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Biden: U.S. to train
Ukrainians on F-16s
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Debt limit
talks resumed at the U.S. Capitol
late Friday, a sudden turnaround
after negotiations came to an
abrupt standstill earlier in the day
when Republican House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy said it’s time to
“pause” negotiations, and a White
House official acknowledged there

are “real differences.”
The official, who was granted

anonymity to talk about the pri-
vate discussions, confirmed late
Friday the talks were back on.

“We’ll be back in the room
tonight,” McCarthy said on Fox
Business News.

Earlier in the day, he said res-
olution to the standoff is “easy,”
if only Democratic President Joe
Biden’s team would agree to some

spending cuts Republicans are
demanding. The biggest impasse
was over the fiscal 2024 top-line
budget amount, according to an-
other person briefed on the talks
and granted anonymity to dis-
cuss them. Democrats staunchly
oppose the steep reductions Re-
publicans have put on the table as
potentially harmful to Americans.

Debt limit talks resume at Capitol
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CHRISTIANSBURG — Roger
Woody, one of the town’s lon-
gest and best known develop-
ers, is once again moving dirt
with plans to move more.

Significant grading work has
occurred this spring on a prom-
inently located site that lies in
between Falling Branch Road
and the U.S. 460 bypass and
Roanoke Street interchange. A
major chunk of the land is lo-
cated behind a strip mall prop-
erty that is home to and owned
by the Blue Ridge Church.

Woody, through his company
RWW36 LLC, is performing
mass grading and the installa-
tion of a stormwater manage-
ment system on the land adja-
cent to the strip mall, according
to a description of the project
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If forced to choose between
a new Washington Park Pool
or the park’s historic caretak-
er’s cottage, most at a meeting
Thursday night said they would

choose the pool.
“History is important. We

absolutely ... need to preserve
history the best we can, but the
individuals who lived in that
house — if they were here to
today, I think if we asked them
‘Keep this house as history or

have a pool for these kids over
the summertime,’ they would
pick the pool,” resident Ryan
Bell said.

About 50 people showed up
to the Thursday evening com-
munity meeting at Hill Creek
Baptist Church to talk about

the future of the park’s pool. The
city recently demolished it, with
plans to build a new one in its
place. In the meantime, there
will be no pool ready for use this
summer.

Most want pool over cottage
SCOTT P. YATES, THE ROANOKE TIMES

A view of Roanoke’s Washington Park.

Developer
moving on
projects

TOM WITHERS
Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Pro Football
Hall of Famer Jim Brown, an

unstoppable running back who
retired at the peak of his brilliant
career to become an actor as well
as a prominent civil rights advo-
cate during the 1960s, has died.
He was 87.

A spokeswoman for Brown’s
family said he passed away
peacefully in his Los Angeles
home on Thursday night with

his wife, Monique, by his side.
“To the world, he was an ac-

tivist, actor, and football star,”
Monique Brown wrote in an
Instagram post. “To our family,
he was a loving husband, father,
and grandfather. Our hearts are
broken.”

NFL legend Jim Brown diesJim Brown,
running

back for the
Cleveland
Browns, is

shown in action
against the New

York Giants
in Cleveland,
Ohio, on Nov.

14, 1965. Brown
died Thursday

at the age of 87.
AP FILE PHOTO

Steve Ricchetti,
counselor to President
Joe Biden, shuts the
door to a meeting with
House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy’s emissaries
Friday during
negotiations over the
debt limit crisis at the
Capitol in Washington.
J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE,
ASSOCIATED PRESS

City officials held community meeting to discuss what to do at Washington Park

Roger Woody’s
company performing
mass grading in
Christiansburg

Brown, also an actor
and activist, shattered
football records
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