
Punk on display
Museum opens in Vegas
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NFL legend Brown dies
Gridiron star became actor, social activist
after hanging up his cleats. SPORTS, PAGE B1
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InsideLooking for something to do this weekend?
Check out our events calendar online.
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ADELE UPHAUS
The Free Lance–Star

Among those who will watch Makiah
Burke graduate today from Spotsylvania
High School is Jennifer Rojohn, who — as
Ms. Reynolds — was Makiah’s kinder-
garten teacher at Fredericksburg’s Hugh
Mercer Elementary.

“I will feel like a proud parent,” said Ro-
john. “I will probably be a crying mess as
well!”

There will be many reasons for her tears.
Not only was Makiah in Rojohn’s very first
class as a public-school teacher in 2010,
but he has kept up a tradition of visiting
her at the beginning and end of every
school year since kindergarten,even as she
moved from Fredericksburg City schools
to Prince William County, Essex County
and finally to Stafford County,where she is
assistant principal at Stafford Elementary.

“When I say he loves this woman, I
mean he loves this woman,” Makiah’s

mom, Chrissy Burke, said. “I don’t get
hugs like (he gives her)!”

She said Makiah connected with

Rojohn in part because she was his first
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Police said they believe a Caroline County
man shot a woman to death before killing
himself Friday morning in their home.

Sheriff Scott Moser said deputies re-
sponded to a home on Meriwether Lewis
Drive in Ladysmith Village subdivision after
receiving a 911 call at 7:48 a.m. about shots
fired. Both victims were dead at the scene,
and a preliminary investigation indicated
that the man shot the woman before turning
the gun on himself.

Moser said police are not releasing the
names of the deceased at this time, but said
both lived in the home. Their relationship
was not immediately clear, but police said
they were not married.

Police said investigators collected evi-
dence at the scene and sent the victims’ bod-
ies to the chief medical examiner’s office in
Richmond for further examination.

“This is a terribly tragic incident, and my
thoughts and prayers are with the families
involved as they endure this very difficult
time,” Moser said.

The location is close to Lewis and Clark El-
ementary School, Moser said. Though there
was no threat to the school, police and school
officials routed buses away from the scene in
an abundance of caution.

Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

Police find
two dead
in Caroline
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Stafford Elementary School assistant principal Jennifer Rojohn smiles after former student Makiah Burke gives her a ticket to his high
school graduation. Rojohn was Burke’s kindergarten teacher at Hugh Mercer, and he has visited her every year since.

Finding his first teacher
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The University of Mary Washington’s
Board of Visitors voted this week to keep
undergraduate tuition flat for the next
academic year, but will raise graduate
tuition and fees for all students.

Undergraduate tuition will remain

$4,469 per semester for in-state stu-
dents and $12,929 per semester for out-
of-state students.

The university announced the decision
in a press release sent Thursday after-
noon.

“This is an incredibly important deci-
sion for our University and for our stu-
dents and families who invest in their
education here,” said Board of Visitors
Rector Devon Cushman in the press re-
lease. “We’ve taken the time to under-

stand where we are historically, as well as
among our Virginia peer institutions and
where UMW might be positioned in the
future. We’ve been creative and strate-
gic in finding solutions while maintain-
ing the high quality for which UMW is
known.”

Graduate tuition will increase by 3%
next year to $511 per credit hour for in-
state students and $1,085 per credit hour

UMW tuition remains flat next year
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UMW students move into Randolph Hall last August.
The school will keep undergrad tuition flat, but will
raise graduate tuition and fees next academic year.
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The Lloyd Moss Free Clinic received its
first-ever grant from the Delta Dental of
Virginia Foundation, which announced
it’s awarding $775,000 to dental centers
and free clinics across the state.

Moss will use its $56,000 award to

hire a part-time dental hygienist, said
Corie Bacher, grants and development
manager at the clinic. Historically, the
facility has had to focus on emergency
treatments such as extractions and fill-
ings as well as partial dentures. The grant
will allow Moss to provide more pre-
ventive measures, including treatments
and regular cleanings so clients can keep
their teeth.

Plus, good oral hygiene often equates
to good overall health, Bacher said. Al-

most three of every four Moss patients
have one or more chronic medical condi-
tions which is made worse by poor dental
health, she said.

“We are overjoyed to receive funding
that will enable us to provide preventa-
tive hygiene treatments that will not only
improve their smile but will help improve
their overall health,” Bacher said.

Statewide, the grants were awarded to

Free clinic gets dental grant
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A loaded handgun was recovered from a
student Friday at Chancellor Middle School
in Spotsylvania, police said.

Sheriff’s Maj. Troy Skebo said another
student told a teacher that the boy had been
seen with the gun and that it was being car-
ried in a backpack. The teacher relayed the
information to school administrators, who
contacted a school resource officer.

“Upon immediate action by the school
administration and school resource officer,
this information was confirmed,” Superin-
tendent Mark Taylor wrote in an email to the
school community.

The sixth-grade student was in class when
the .45-caliber weapon was recovered from
the backpack. The juvenile was taken into
custody and has charges pending, Skebo
said.

Skebo said that at no time did the child
make any threats involving the gun. Police
were interviewing the child, his parent and
others Friday in an attempt to determine
where the student got the gun and what, if
anything, he planned to do with it.

Police, and Taylor, commended everyone
involved in the safe recovery of the weapon,

Police: Spotsy
student had a
gun in school

High school graduate
started, ended every
school year with a visit

Jennifer Rojohn (right) hugs Makiah Burke’s mom, Chrissy, at Stafford Elementary
School. Rojohn will attend Makiah’s high school commencement Saturday.

The money will go toward
hiring part-time hygienist

But the costs for graduate
students, fees will increase
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