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To talk or not to talk        
Republicans abruptly ‘pause’ negotiations over 
debt limit, then restart talks on Friday evening  
NATION A5

Dust off that suitcase
Tennessee High rallies to earn another

trip to Class AAA state tournament
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COMICS: Find 500 comics, hundreds of daily 
puzzles here.  

DAVE RESS
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

Pausing for a moment Friday to 
pick up a theme from his remarks 
at a memorial ceremony to honor 

law enforcement officers who died 
in the line of duty, Virginia Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin was blunt:

“I need a budget,” he said.
Beginning with lessons learned 

from the Partnership for Peters-
burg‘s push to tackle violent crime 
in the hard-pressed little city, 
Youngkin last year launched his 
“Operation Bold Blue Line“ ef-
fort to boost law enforcement re-

sources — and the money for that 
is tied up in the budget impasse.

That money includes $30 mil-
lion to recruit 2,000 new mem-
bers of law enforcement, and ad-
ditional funding for prosecutors 
and to tackle the pay issues that 
make retaining experienced offi-
cers a challenge, as well as funding 

VIRGINIA

‘I need a budget’
Youngkin: ‘Ample 
funds’ to weather DC 
debt standoff turmoil

DAVE RESS, TIMES-DISPATCH 

After a ceremony on Friday, Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin makes a point 
about policing issues with Major 
R.L. Armstead of the Richmond 
Police Department.
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ABINGDON, Va. — A vacant 
former retail store is expected 
to become a regional workforce 
training and child care center run 
by the United Way of Southwest 
Virginia.

The 87,000-square-foot for-
mer Kmart location in the now 
partially vacant Abingdon Town 
Centre shopping area will serve 
as the anchor campus, said Tra-
vis Staton, president and CEO of 

United Way of Southwest Virginia 
during a Friday morning news 
conference.

The United Way and Food City 
worked together to acquire the 
facility.

“We have designed a hub-
and-spoke model of workforce 
development that will support 
today’s workers while preparing 
tomorrow’s workforce,” Staton 
said. “The multi-generational ap-
proach couples workforce training 
with affordable, high quality early 

childhood care and education.”
Staton said it will create addi-

tional child care services “that 
also strengthen the existing mar-
ket of more than 200 providers 
throughout Southwest Virginia.”

“It will provide career explora-
tion and hands-on learning op-
portunities for our local school 
systems while also providing 
professional development and 
training for teachers and adults.”

Affordable, quality child care 
and improved job training op-
portunities are two of the greatest 
challenges facing area families and 
businesses, Staton said.

REGIONAL TRAINING/CHILD CARE CENTER

Old store in new role
United Way of Southwest Virginia, 
Food City team up to create center

CONTRIBUTED BY UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA 

A concept rendering shows what the exterior of the new hub will look like after construction is completed.
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Travis Staton, United Way of 
Southwest Virginia CEO and 
president, speaks during the 
announcement of a partnership 
with Food City.

ANERI PATTANI
KFF Health News 

Over the past two years, ru-
ral Greene County in Northeast 
Tennessee has collected more 
than $2.7 million from regional 
and national settlements with 
opioid manufacturers and dis-
tributors.

But instead of helping people 
harmed by addiction, county 
officials are finding other ways 
to spend it.

They have 
put $2.4 million 
toward paying 
off the county’s 
debt and have 
directed another 
$1 million arriv-
ing over more 
than a decade 
into a capital 
projects fund. In March, they 
appropriated $50,000 from that 
fund to buy a “litter crew vehi-
cle” — a pickup truck to drive 
inmates to collect trash along 
county roads.

“It’s astounding,” said Nancy 
Schneck, a retired nurse who 
has seen addiction infiltrate the 
community, where employers 
avoid drug testing for fear of 
losing too many employees and 
mental health crises and home-
lessness are rampant.

She wants to see the money 
go toward mental health and 
addiction treatment. Why can’t 
county leaders “see treating 
some people and maybe getting 
them out of this cycle might be 
advantageous?” she said.

In 2021, the latest year for 
which comparable data is avail-
able, Greene County’s rate of 
drug overdose deaths topped 
state and national figures.

But Mayor Kevin Morrison 
said the county has borne the 
costs of the opioid epidemic 
for years: It has funded a belea-
guered sheriff’s office, improved 
the jail — which is packed with 
people who’ve committed ad-
diction-related crimes — and 
supported a drug court to divert 
some people to treatment. It has 

GREENE COUNTY

Taking a 
different 
route on 
opioid $
Counties face tough 
choice: Pay past debts 
or spend to curb crisis
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BRISTOL, Va. — Will Graham’s 
booming oratory marked the third 
time a member of Billy Graham’s 
family provided the keynote for 
the Bristol community prayer 

breakfast, but he 
shared Friday’s 
spotlight with the 
memory of event 
co-founder Bobby 
Griffin.

Griffin, a prom-
inent local entre-
preneur, died in 
February at age 
90. Fellow co-founder Sid Oakley 
said working with Griffin on the 
event was “one of the highlights 

of my life.”
This marked the first such event 

since the global pandemic and it 
was Griffin’s urging last fall that 
reignited the event.

“Through this we have reached 
out and touched a lot of people. 
Thank God and thank you,” Oak-
ley said.

Del. Israel O’Quinn, R-Bris-
tol, presented a House resolution 

BRISTOL COMMUNITY PRAYER BREAKFAST

Founder’s memory looms large
Hundreds gather to 
hear Will Graham, 
honor Bobby Griffin

Participants 
pray during 

the 21st 
annual Bristol 

Community 
Prayer Breakfast 

on Friday 
morning.
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