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BY SARAH HUNT
Daily Herald

At their meeting on Tuesday evening, the 
Spanish Fork city council unanimously passed 
a motion to approve the use of a Federal Aviation 
Administration grant for the reconstruction of 
Spanish Fork Airport’s Taxiway Alpha. This proj-
ect would entail the rebuilding of the runway’s 
southwest side and later installing more tie-
down spaces for airplanes in this area. JUB En-
gineering aviation planner Neal Fraser expressed 
the airport’s need for more tie down spaces in an 
earlier city council meeting on May 2.

“Tie-down space is a big topic of discussion 

among pilots and airport sta� . There’s not any 
tie down space available at the airport anymore 
today. We have pretty well run out of space for 
people to come in and park their aircraft and tie 
them down. That is somewhat remedied by the 
project that we’ll have going on soon, but that 
will continue to be an issue going forward as we 
see what the growth looks like,” Fraser said.

The airport currently hosts 237 aircraft, several 
fl ight schools and a fi xed base operator according 
to a JUB report.

“The City is responsible for a little less than 
5% of the cost of the project amounting to about 
$200,000. Bids for this project came in quite a bit 

higher than expected but this is consistent with 
all airport projects, so the FAA has appropriated 
additional funds to complete the full project,” the 
city council’s agenda READS.

Bids made by RB Construction & Concrete, 
Inc. and Staker Parson Materials & Construction 
were in the millions and the project, which starts 
this summer, will be carried out in fi ve phases. 
Pavement in the area needs to be resurfaced 
and a a new tie down apron area of about 9,000 
square yards will be built, according to the re-
port. A timeline for the project is not yet known. 
This project comes after a request to extend the 
runway was denied May 2.

BY SARAH HUNT
Daily Herald

Each year, Utah County extends 
a municipal grant to cities for the 
use of tourism and recreation. On 
Tuesday, the Santaquin city council 
discussed using the $5,899 grant for 
a new bike skills park in Prospector 
View Park.

“The mayor had the vision of de-
veloping a little kid’s bike skill area 
where we have some space right 
behind the restrooms, which is a 

great thing if you think about par-
ents getting up there … to go on the 
steeper paths. Their kids could stick 
around and do something that’s 
closer to home (and less rigorous),” 
said John Bradley, Santaquin’s 
community services director.

The suggested contractor for the 
job, American Ramp Company, is 
already being considered for the 
designing of a new skate park in 
the area as well. If chosen for the 
project, the company would give 

a discounted bid of $5,899 for the 
bike skills park project, which the 
municipal grant would cover fully.

“I have a few concerns, but I want 
to be clear, I don’t have anything 
against skateboarding or skate-
boarders. My oldest child is a skate-
boarder and he loves it. As soon as 
he got on those four wheels, man he 
took o� . And because I love him, I 
have a great respect for the sport of 

BY HARRISON EPSTEIN
Daily Herald

Utah County’s efforts to fight in-
vasive plant growth of Phragmites 
Australis — the common reed — 
received a $113,088 boost from the 

state government. A grant from the 
Utah Department of Agriculture 
and Food was approved by the Utah 
County Commission on May 10.

The plant is an invasive species 
introduced to American waterways 

in the 1800s while it began popu-
lating around Utah Lake and other 
Utah bodies of water in the 2000s.

Eminently visible across Utah 
Lake’s 75 miles of shoreline, the 
plants are known to compete with 
native vegetation for natural re-
sources. According to Jake Johnson, 
Utah County weed control supervi-
sor, their removal improves the area 

for wildlife and natural vegetation, 
improves access for recreation and 
eliminates a significant fire hazard.

“The primary focus will be on 
Phragmites Control which (in-
cludes) herbicide spot treatments 
and follow up mechanical treat-
ment. The mechanical treatment 
is typically mowing which helps 
with future follow up treatments,” 

Johnson said in an email to the 
Daily Herald.

The state’s phragmites eradi-
cation program started in 2006 
and has continued working today. 
Over the years, those working to 
exterminate the species around 
Utah Lake have used a variety of 

BY KEVIN FREKING, LISA MASCARO
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Debt limit 
talks resumed at the U.S. Capitol 
late Friday, a sudden turnaround 
after negotiations came to an 
abrupt standstill earlier in the day 
when Republican House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy said it’s time to 
“pause” negotiations, and a White 
House official acknowledged there 
are “real differences.”

The official, who was granted 
anonymity to talk about the private 
discussions, confirmed late Friday 
the talks were back on.

“We’ll be back in the room to-
night,” McCarthy said on Fox Busi-
ness News.

President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration is racing to strike a deal 
with Republicans led by McCar-
thy as the nation careens toward 
a potentially catastrophic debt 
default if the government fails to 
increase the borrowing limit, now 
at $31 trillion, to keep paying the 
nation’s bills.

Earlier in the day, McCarthy said 
resolution to the standoff is “easy,” 
if only Biden’s team would agree to 
some spending cuts Republicans 
are demanding. The biggest im-
passe was over the fiscal 2024 top-
line budget amount, according to 
another person briefed on the talks 
and granted anonymity to discuss 
them. Democrats staunchly oppose 
the steep reductions Republicans 
have put on the table as potentially 
harmful to Americans.
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Council discusses plans for skate and bike parks

County receives $113,000 grant for shoreline restoration
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Tied-down airplanes sit just o�  the runway of the Spanish Fork Airport on Friday.

Spanish Fork council approves construction of more airport tie-down spaces
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Funds will also go to reed removal
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A trail at Prospector 
View Park & 
Trailhead weaves 
through the trees in 
this undated photo.
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