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Bradley Turner grew up in a 
political household. The son of 
the late longtime Hewitt Council 
Member Charlie Turner, Bradley 
remembers sitting in a meeting 
his father was chairing at the old 
City Hall as a second grader, sip-
ping his glass bottled 7 Up and 
watching “what the grown-ups 
do.”

“I still very, very much re-
member the feeling of that and 
thinking, ‘wow, this is so cool! 
It looks like a courtroom like I 
see on TV,’ and stu�  like that,” 
Turner said. “So even little Brad 
is pretty excited, as such an 
honor it is.”

Despite his upbringing, 
Turner, 40, said he never took 
much interest in getting involved 
in local government, respecting 
his dad’s space and avoiding 
“too much Turner.” After hear-
ing many requests, winning in 
the May 6 election and fi nding a 
new perspective on this chapter 
of life, Turner said it was surreal 
to be sworn in Tuesday — six 
months to the day after his fa-
ther’s passing — to the same seat 
his father held for decades.

Turner grew up thinking he 
would be a musician, lobbyist, 
attorney or professor. He de-

scribed his educational back-
ground as “eclectic,” studying 
political science and history 
during his undergraduate career 
at Baylor University. He went 
on to achieve three master’s 
degrees, in American history, 
environmental studies and geo-
sciences.

Between degrees Turner went 
for a doctorate, fi nding he was 
miserable in the pursuit. He even 
worked as a gofer for a disability 
attorney in pursuit of a law de-
gree.

“Nobody calls their attor-

ney because they’re happy with 
whatever’s going on,” he said. 
“You usually see people on their 
worst days. And granted, you 
know, you make good money, 
but you earn it too.”

He eventually found his stride 
in higher education, taking on 
adjunct teaching jobs until he 
landed his current tenured posi-
tion as an environmental science 
professor at McLennan Commu-
nity College.

He said the ties between en-
vironmental studies, history 
and city government may not 

be clear at fi rst, but their func-
tions within the city are inter-
connected. Although he carries 
knowledge and facts passed 
down from his father, he also 
carries his own understanding of 
sewer and water infrastructure, 
safe drinking water, drainage and 
fl ooding and other ecosystem 
management techniques that 
will serve well in his council po-
sition, he said.

“History happens where en-
vironment allows, and it’s al-
ways a struggle for resource,” he 
said. “So history is just about the 
struggle of resources and power, 
and that always originates form 
environmental issues.”

‘Too much Turner’ 
Turner said he did not con-

sider running for city council, 
given the unpaid frustration of 
the job and his respect of his 
dad’s space and accomplish-
ments. He even initially turned 
the idea down when approached 
after his dad passed, Turner said.

His father encouraged him to 
get involved with the city but 
always respected his right to be 
his own person, and they did not 
always agree politically, Turner 
said. He said having both run 
for city government would have 
been “too much Turner.”

“In fact, whenever people 
would say, ‘Oh, it’s little Charlie,’ 
he would stop them and say, ‘No, 
no, no. He’s Brad,’” Turner said.

“His fi rst thing is he’d jok-
ingly say, ‘Well which one of us 
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Longtime Waco-area law en-
forcement o�  cial Steve Janu-
ary, chief deputy at the sheri� ’s 
o�  ce, died Friday at 64, several 
months after a cancer diagnosis.

“We’re all heartbroken over 
this,” McLennan County Sher-
i�  Parnell McNamara said Fri-
day. “Pancreatic 
cancer took him. 
He’s been dealing 
with that since I 
made him chief 
deputy in Janu-
ary.”

A 34-year 
veteran of law 
e n f o rc e m e n t , 
January began his career with 
the Waco Police Department 
around 1989 and served there for 
23 years, including 17 years in the 
special crimes unit, investigat-
ing homicides and other serious 
crimes against people.

After retiring from the Waco 
Police Department, January 
worked for the sheri� ’s late 
brother, Mike McNamara, as an 
investigator in the McLennan 
County District Attorney’s O�  ce 

Building on family experience
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Bradley Turner was sworn in Tuesday to the Hewitt City Council seat long held by his father, Charlie Turner, launching his fi rst term on the council 
six months after his father’s death.

Chief deputy 
was ‘a real 
leader,’ ‘a 
true friend’
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Recent state security audits at 
seven Waco Independent School 
District campuses found issues 
with an unsecured door at two 
elementary schools, o�  cials said.

The doors, which each failed to 
latch completely, have been re-
paired, and district facilities sta�  
will be ensuring other aging doors 
are operating properly, Superin-

tendent Susan Kincannon said 
during a school board meeting 
Thursday.

Kincannon said that out of 
seven schools inspected, two 
schools each had one exterior door 
that failed to close and lock com-
pletely: South Waco Elementary 
School and Parkdale Elementary 
School. O�  cials did not discuss 
which other fi ve schools were in-
spected.

District Chief of Facilities and 
Operations Gloria Barrera told the 
board the doors were fi xed after 
the inspection and that she and 
her team check doors in schools 
every time they go onto a campus.

At South Waco Elementary, one 
door, between an exterior door 
and the interior of the school, did 
not fully lock, Kincannon said.

“When the push bar mecha-
nism on the door was depressed 
and opened, it did not fully lock 
upon returning to its frame,” ac-
cording to a document accompa-
nying the agenda for Thursday’s 
meeting.

The auditor identifi ed the issue 
while checking the door from the 
interior, the document says.

“All the checked classroom 
doors did lock,” Kincannon said. 
“All the checked exterior doors 
did lock.”

The issue at Parkdale also was 
related to the door’s latch.

“At Parkdale, one exterior door 
in the library didn’t lock com-
pletely. … The librarian was up 
right away and redirected the au-
ditor back to the main entrance,” 
Kincannon said.

Doors on all facilities have been 
checked, the superintendent said.

“They’re really old,” Kincannon 
said. “We’ll put facilities on it this 
summer.”

Auditors from Education Ser-
vice Center Region 12, coordi-
nating with a Texas School Safety 
Center program Gov. Greg Abbott 
initiated last year, conducted the 

checks, according to information 
presented to trustees Thursday.

“Auditors are responsible 
for examining several items: 
(i) whether exterior doors are 
secured, (ii) whether they are 
stopped from gaining access to 
the campus, (iii) whether iden-
tifi cation is required at the front 
o�  ce, (iv) whether interior class-
room doors are closed and locked 
when required by district policy, 
and (v) whether weekly exterior 
door sweeps are completed and 
documented,” according to the 
board information.

WISD check finds door issues
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Baylor University regents this 
week approved a $902 million 
operating budget, $24.5 million 
in facilities renovations and two 
new degree programs.

The board also elected a new 
chair and changed its leadership 
structure. Regents elected Wil-
liam “Bill” Mearse, of Houston, 
as chair, e� ective June 1, ac-
cording to a press release Friday. 
Regents also elected a lone vice 
chair, Melissa Purdy Mines, of 
Austin.

“The Board’s Governance Re-
view Task Force had suggested 
in November 2022 a shift from 
three vice chairs to one for more 
e�  ciencies in operations and 
governance,” according to the 

Baylor regents 
elect leaders, 
approve $902M 
annual budget

Maintenance-related 
problems fixed after 
state security audits

Turner joins Hewitt 
council 6 months 
after death of father, 
longtime mayor

A display in the Hewitt City Council chambers shows the space is 
dedicated to Charlie Turner, whose fi rst term on the council started 
in 1981. In addition to service on other city boards over the years, he 
spent 25 years on the council, including 19 years as mayor, before his 
death in November. His son, Bradley Turner, won election to the council 
May 6 and was sworn in Tuesday.

STEVE JANUARY, 
1958-2023

January
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