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Why each horse can and 
can’t win the Preakness
SPORTS, 1B

Advocates are bringing out the big
guns – including Matthew McConaugh-
ey, Dennis Quaid and Woody Harrelson
– to push for state incentives to encour-
age making movies and other media in
Texas.

Part of the campaign to infl�uence the
Legislature during its session’s fi�nal
weeks – and beyond – is a recently re-
leased video, “Good For Texas,” featur-
ing marquee Texans, along with one Ar-
kansan, Billy Bob Thornton, who has
lived in Texas. 

Advocates feel confi�dent that the
timing is right after years of shrinking
state support. Bipartisan budget legis-
lation now in conference committees 

Austin native Glen Powell, who recently starred in “Top Gun: Maverick,” appears in “Good For Texas,” which was made in
about two weeks. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY GOOD FOR TEXAS

More incentives
for media sought

Owen Wilson readily volunteered to appear in a video, “Good For Texas,” that
advocates support in the Legislature for fi�lmmakers and other media makers in
the state.

‘Good for Texas’
behind eff�ort
Michael Barnes
Austin American-Statesman
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After months of sparring over how
best to deliver billions in property tax
relief to Texans, the House and Senate
might be nearing a deal that combines
House Speaker Dade Phelan’s prefer-
ence to cut appraisal caps by half with
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick’s appetite to in-
crease the portion of a property’s value
that cannot be taxed. 

With just over a week left in the legis-
lative session, lawmakers in both cham-
bers are under pressure to fi�gure out the
tax relief puzzle – a discussion that af-

fects all Texans and their fi�nances. A
failure to reach a deal could harm them
politically after they entered the 140-
day session in January with a mandate
from Patrick and Gov. Greg Abbott to re-
turn nearly half of the state’s $33 billion
budget surplus to property owners. 

The House on Thursday moved the
two sides closer to a compromise with
its latest tax relief plan. After an expect-
ed fi�nal House vote on the proposal Fri-
day, it will return to the Senate for re-
consideration. The Senate can approve
the bill as revised and send it to Abbott
to become law, or it can reject the 
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Deal eyed in $16B
tax relief proposal 
Ryan Autullo
Austin American-Statesman
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House Speaker Dade Phelan wants to cut property tax appraisal caps by half. 
JAY JANNER/AMERICAN-STATESMANSee TAX RELIEF, Page 2A

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn of Texas said
Thursday that former President Don-
ald Trump cannot win the 2024 gener-
al election and that he’ll be looking for
alternatives as his party plans to take
on Democrat Joe Biden next year.

“I think President Trump’s time has
passed him by,” Cornyn said during a
conference call with Texas reporters.
“And I think what’s the most impor-
tant thing for me is that we have a can-
didate who can actually win. 

“I don’t think President Trump un-
derstands that when you run in a gen-
eral election, you have to appeal to vot-
ers beyond your base.”

The comments from Texas’ senior
senator come nine days after a civil ju-
ry in New York found the former presi-
dent liable for sexually abusing writer
E. Jean Carroll in the 1990s and then
defaming her after she had come for-
ward with allegations against him.
That verdict was followed a day later
by Trump’s bombastic town hall with
CNN during which he again mocked
Carroll.

Despite that verdict — coupled with
the 34-count criminal indictment re-
lated to hush-money payments to con-
ceal a sexual dalliance and an ongoing
Justice Department investigation into
the removal of classifi�ed documents
from the White House — Trump is the
early frontrunner for the GOP presi-
dential nomination.

Cornyn said that frontrunner status
is illusory.

“There’s no question that President
Trump has some enthusiastic sup-
porters as part of his base,” Cornyn 

‘Time has
passed
him by’
Cornyn says Trump
can’t win 2024 election

John C. Moritz
Corpus Christi Caller Times
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U.S. Sen. John Cornyn of Texas and
then-President Donald Trump during
a visit to McAllen on Aug. 23, 2019.
EVAN VUCCI/AP
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