
TEXARKANA — The in-
augural Health on the Line 
health and wellness fair was 
held Friday in downtown 
Texarkana near the federal 
building.

Mayor Allen Brown of 
Texarkana, Arkansas, was in 
attendance to speak on the 
area’s health resources.

“It is really good for the 
city anytime that we can 
partner with any organiza-
tion about wellness in the 
community,” Brown said. 
“I feel like everyone under-
stands that a healthier com-
munity is a more vibrant 
community, so anything 
we can do to help promote 
health is something we love 
partnering with.”

Texarkana residents took 
advantage of free health 
services, food and enter-
tainment.

The health fair brought 
together local organizations 
that provide a range of pro-
grams, health and wellness 
information, education and 
fun activities.

The event was hosted by 
Texarkana Healthcare Mar-
keting Professionals. 

The organization’s board 
consists of representatives 
from multiple medical liai-
sons that work together to 
educate the community.

“We get together once a 
month and we have speak-
ers come in to speak to us so 
we had this idea to plan this 
health fair open to the pub-
lic,” THMP President Justin 

Sutton said.
Approximately 30 ven-

dors participated, repre-
senting services from home 

care and medical supplies 
to assisted living and health 
insurance. 

The fair also provided 

blood sugar and blood pres-
sure screenings.

Brown said it was excit-
ing to see both Texarkanas 
come together for the event.

“We hope this brings 
more awareness to what is 
available and the types of 
services available here in 
our community that some-
body might not know of,” he 
said. “We have rising health 
care costs in Arkansas as 
well as the Texas side, so we 
got to do something things 
to combat that and wellness 
is part of it.”
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Store manager found guilty of sexual assault

NEW BOSTON, Texas 
—A Texarkana store manag-
er charged with two counts 
of sexual assault of a child 
has been found guilty by a 
Bowie County jury.

The jury was deliberat-
ing sentencing for Anurag 

Dubey, 32, of Texarkana, 
Texas, late Friday.

Jurors went into delibera-
tions about 11:40 a.m. Friday 
and returned with the guilty 
verdict just before 4 p.m.

The charge, a second-de-
gree felony, carries a pun-
ishment range of two to 20 
years in prison and up to a 
$10,000 fine.

Dubey was charged in 
2021 for allegedly sexual-
ly assaulting a teenage girl 
who worked at the Tropi-
cal Smoothie Restaurant he 
managed. He was arrested 
Aug. 27, 2021, and released 
on a $100,000 bond the next 
day, according to court re-
cords.

Te s t i m o n y  b e g a n 

Wednesday in Bowie Coun-
ty’s 5th District Court with 
Judge Bill Miller presiding.

Dubey is represented by 
Texarkana attorney Shorty 
Barrett.

The police investigation 
into the case revealed Dubey 
allegedly started calling the 
employee, who was 16 at the 
time, in to work before her 

shift started.
According to prosecu-

tors, once the girl got to 
work, Dubey would initiate 
sexual activity with her. He 
then allegedly gave her ex-
tra money and vaping juice 
in return for her not telling 
anyone about what was go-
ing on.

The girl later told her 

m o t h e r
about the 
alleged as-
saults.

T h e 
g i r l  h a d 
only been 
working at 
the Texas 
Boulevard 
restaurant 

about two months when the
abuse began, according to 
the affidavit.

Picnic for Veterans

People sit on the lawn during the inaugural veterans picnic Friday at Hospice of Texarkana in Texarkana, Texas. Complimentary food 
and beverages were served to the dozens of military veterans and others in attendance. There also was live entertainment and tours 
of the Inpatient Care Center. Hospice of Texarkana Executive Director Cindy Marsh said the care unit intends to make the picnic an 
annual spring event. (Staff photo by Greg Bischof)

Inaugural health fair wants to stay 
on pulse of community well-being

Vendors line State Line Avenue near the federal building for the inaugural Health on the Line health 
and wellness fair Friday in downtown Texarkana. The fair featured approximately 30 vendors offering 
various services, including home care, medical supplies, assisted living and health insurance. (Staff 
photo by Sharda James)

Sheriff’s Office 
investigates 
possible arson

GAZETTE STAFF

NEW BOSTON, Texas — The Bowie County 
Sheriff’s Office is investigating two fires that oc-
curred in March on the same property.

The fires are believed to be arson. The resident 
who lives on the property is offering a $5,000 re-
ward for any information that leads to an arrest 
and conviction.

The fires happened on separate nights within 
nine days of each other on property near the inter-
section of Texas Highway 98 and U.S. Highway 82. 
The resident was inside the house during both fires.

The first fire was discovered by a person driving 
by at 1 a.m. The blaze destroyed a truck and horse 
trailer and $4,000 ion personal property in the truck.

The second fire occurred at 5 a.m. on a different 
night. It fully engulfed a storage building belonging 
to the resident’s landlord, along with approximately 
$7,000 of the resident’s personal property.

The blaze also spread to the house and melted 
several windows, along with causing other damage 
to the structure.

Anyone with information about the fires is asked 
to call the Sheriff’s Office at 903-798-3149.

Biden endorses F-16 
training for Ukrainians 
as Zelenskyy set to take 
part in G7 summit
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President Emmanuel Macron, left, of France gestures 
to Prime Minister Fumio Kishida of Japan after laying a 
wreath at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park with U.S. 
President Joe Biden and Chancellor Olaf Scholz, right, 
of Germany on Friday in Hiroshima, Japan, during the 
G7 Summit. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh,Pool)

HIROSHIMA, Japan — President Joe Biden 
told allies Friday he was approving plans to train 
Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-made F-16 fighter jets, ac-
cording to two people familiar with the matter, as 
leaders of the world’s most powerful democracies 
worked to toughen punishments on Russia for its 
15-month invasion of Ukraine.

The Group of Seven leaders are meeting in Hi-
roshima, with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy set to take part in their summit on Sunday.

The green light on F-16 training is the latest shift 
by the Biden administration as it moves to arm 
Ukraine with more advanced and lethal weaponry, 
following earlier decisions to send rocket launcher 
systems and Abrams tanks. The U.S. has insisted 
that it is sending weapons to Ukraine to defend 
itself and has discouraged attacks by Ukraine into 
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“
“We have rising health care costs 
in Arkansas as well as the Texas 
side, so we got to do something 

things to combat that and wellness 
is part of it.”

— Mayor Allen Brown ,
Texarkana, Ark.


