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HOMEWARD:Missing Kerrville man
with dementia found in Mexico. Read
how a social media post is helping him
get home at ExpressNews.com/homeward.
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Bucking a trend seen in
many major U.S. cities, San
Antonio kept on growing dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic,
according to newdata from the
Census Bureau.

The city’s population
growth — which extended
throughout the Hill Country
and along the Interstate 35 cor-
ridor — has long-term ramifi-
cations for the area’s afford-

ability, infrastructure and
economy.

Between July 1, 2020, and Ju-
ly 1, 2022 — a two-year stretch
that incorporates the worst of
the pandemic— SanAntonio’s
population grew by nearly
34,000 people, or about 2.3
percent. That was the biggest
percentage increase among the
nation’s 10 largest cities. New
York, the nation’s most-popu-
lous city, lost almost 405,000
people, a 4.6 percent decline,
according to the Census Bu-

reau. LosAngeles and Chicago
each lost about 75,000 resi-
dents, marking a 1.9 percent
decline for Los Angeles and a
2.7 percent drop for Chicago,
according to Census Bureau
data.

Among the largest Texas cit-
ies, San Antonio trailed only
Fort Worth in growth rate
from 2020 to 2022, as Fort
Worth’s population increased
3.6 percent to 956,709. Austin
and Houston saw increases of
less than 1 percent each, while
Dallas lost about 4,100 resi-
dents, a dip of less than0.5 per-
cent.

San Antonio’s growth from

2020 to 2022 mirrored the 10
years prior to the pandemic,
which brought steady popula-
tion increases. From 2010 to
2020, San Antonio’s popula-
tion increased by 8.4 percent,
or about 112,000 people, rising
from 1.33 million to 1.44 mil-
lion, according to Census Bu-
reau data.

“It feels somewhat like a de-
ja vu,” said Texas State De-
mographer Lloyd Potter, who
is also a professor of demogra-
phy at the University of Texas
at San Antonio. “We’re con-
tinuing to grow — actually,
more significantly than we

Amid virus, S.A. grewmost
Percentagewas tops among largest
U.S. cities; 34,000people came in
By Libby Seline
STAFF WRITER

S.A. grows continues on A5

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott is
nowtargetingDenver aspart of
his plan to ship busloads of
asylum-seekers to cities with
Democratic mayors.

Abbott announced Thurs-
day that he had a bus drop
about 40 migrants off at a park
near the Colorado State Capitol
Building — his first bus to that
city. This comes just days after
he announced that more than
18,500migrants have now been
shipped to cities such as Chica-

go, New York City and Wash-
ington, D.C., over the last year.

Abbott said in a statement to
themedia that he will continue
shipping migrants who have
already been processed by fed-
eral border officials to North-
ern citiesuntil President JoeBi-
den does more to secure the
border.

Even before Abbott’s latest
bus, Denver had been seeing
up to 200migrants a day arriv-
ing from places such as El
Paso.

Abbott’s bus program has
created political turmoil in
New York City, where Mayor
Eric Adams has been under
fire for shipping migrants to

Denver latest city getting Abbott’s migrant buses
By Jeremy Wallace
AUSTIN BUREAU
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Migrants are lined up for processing by immigration
officials outside a Starr County Precinct 2 building after
they crossed the U.S.-Mexico border on May 13 at Fronton.Migrants continues on A5

For several years, the Spurs have
been looking for ways to expand
their fan base andmarket power be-
yond San Antonio — to Austin, the
Rio Grande Valley, even Mexico.

Now, amomentous stroke of luck
has brought those
ambitions within
reach.

In recent years,
the Spurs franchise
has performed
much better on its
balance sheet than it
has on the basket-
ball court. But evena

diehard local fan base and astute
management couldn’t defy gravity
forever.

Two things have slowed the
team’s growth: four consecutive

Top pick
may help
to grow
the Spurs
By Greg Jefferson
COLUMNIST
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The Spurs have won the right to
select Victor Wembanyama with
the No. 1 pick in the NBA draft.

Spurs continues on A8

INSIDE
Phenom
expected to
continue
spectacular
highlights.
Sports, B1

CLEVELAND — Pro Football
Hall of Famer Jim Brown, the un-
stoppable running back who re-
tired at the peak of his brilliant ca-
reer to become an actor as well as a
prominent civil rights advocate

during the 1960s,
has died. He was 87.

A spokeswoman
for Brown’s family
said he died peace-
fully in his Los An-
geles home Thurs-
day night with his
wife, Monique, by
his side.

“To theworld, hewas an activist,
actor and football star,” Monique
Brownwrote in an Instagram post.
“Toour family, hewas a lovinghus-
band, father and grandfather. Our
hearts are broken.”

One of the greatest players in
football history and one of the

Brown continues on A8
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NFL star
alsowas
icon off
the field
By Tom Withers
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brown
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Margaret Romo, left, and William Diaz, both with the South Texas Veterans Health Care System’s emergency
response team, suit up in personal protective equipment as the Southwest Texas Regional Advisory Council
hosts a competition for hospital decontamination teams from across the region known as “DECON Rodeo.”

DRESSEDUPTO ‘RODEO’


