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Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton announced Friday that
he will investigate Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital to find out
whether they are “unlawfully”
providing gender transition
care.

The announcement comes
two weeks after Paxton said he
would investigate Dell Chil-
dren’s Medical Center in Austin
for the same reason. Doctors
who treated transgender adoles-
cents at Dell Children’s left the
hospital the followingweek, and
patients and their families be-
gan hearing that their appoint-

ments were canceled, according
to media reports.

Gov. Greg Abbott has yet to
sign a bill to stop young Texans
from accessing transgender
care. The state Senate agreed to
a final draft of the legislation
earlier this week. Once signed,
the lawwould take effect Sept. 1.
A statewide directive to investi-
gate medical treatment for
transgender youth as child
abuse has been paused since a
district court ruling last year.

Paxton, whose office did not
respond to follow-up questions
by Friday afternoon, continues
to assert that gender transition
care amounts to child abuse.

“Recent reports indicate that
Texas Children’s Hospital may
be unlawfully performing such
procedures, and my office is
working to uncover the truth,”
Paxton said in his announce-
ment. “I am committed to inves-
tigating any entity in our state to
ensure that our children are

protected. Though many un-
hinged activists compromising
the healthcare field think other-
wise, children are not to be
treated as science experiments.
Doctors and hospitals should
not be pushing mutilative and
irreversible ‘gender transition-
ing’ procedures that will nega-
tively impact innocent children
for the rest of their lives.”

The hospital released a re-
sponse through a spokesperson

Hospital faces inquiry over trans care
Paxton launches probe of Texas Children’s
following leak of patients’ medical records

By Julian Gill
STAFF WRITER

Paxton continues on A6

Texas Senate Republicans
pushed ahead this week with a
revamped plan for the state’s
border crackdown thatwould re-
structure — and more firmly en-
trench — the ad hoc web of po-
lice, court and jail operations
along the border.

The new framework, drawn
up by state Sen. Brian Birdwell,
R-Granbury, would consolidate
border enforcement under a new
“Texas Border Force” overseen
by the Texas Rangers, a division
of the state Department of Public
Safety.

It would replace the system
used under Gov. Greg Abbott’s
Operation Lone Star, which has
relied on National Guard troops
— many involuntarily placed on
active duty for months at a time
— and DPS officers reassigned
from other parts of the state.

Birdwell acknowledged that
state officials have “asked an im-
mense amount of our National
Guard forces” by separating
them from family and their reg-
ular jobs. TheBorderForce is de-
signed as amore sustainableway
to maintain the state’s heavy law
enforcement presence at the bor-
der, he said.

“I expect it would be perma-
nent for the foreseeable future,”
Birdwell said of the Border
Force. “It certainly depends on if
the federal government ebbs and
flows in its fidelity to the federal

Bill continues on A6

GOP plan
creates
‘Border
Force’
Bill would replace
Operation Lone Star,
put Rangers in charge

By Jasper Scherer
AUSTIN BUREAU

Jim Brown, the Cleveland
Browns fullback who was
acclaimed as one of the great-
est players in pro football
history and who remained in
the public eye as a Hollywood
action hero and a civil rights
activist, though his name was
later tarnished by accusations
of violent conduct against
women, died Thursday night
at his home in Los Angeles.
He was 87.

His family announced his
death Friday on Instagram.

Playing for the Browns from

1957 to 1965 after earning All-
American honors at Syracuse
University in football and
lacrosse, Brown helped take
Cleveland to the 1964 NFL
championship.

In any game, he dragged
defenders when he wasn’t
running over them or flatten-
ing them with a straight-arm.
He eluded them with his foot-
work when he wasn’t sweep-
ing around end and outrun-
ning them. He never missed a
game, piercing defensive lines
in 118 consecutive regular-
season games, though he
played one year with a broken
toe and another with a

sprained wrist.
“All you can do is grab,

hold, hang on and wait for
help,” Sam Huff, the Hall of
Fame middle linebacker of the
New York Giants and Wash-
ington Redskins (now the
Commanders), once told Time
magazine.

Brown was voted football’s
greatest player of the 20th
century by a six-member pan-
el of experts assembled by The
Associated Press in 1999. A
panel of 85 experts selected by
NFL Films in 2010 placed him
No. 2 all time behind wide
receiver Jerry Rice of the San

JIM BROWN 1936-2023

Football legend championed civil rights, appeared inmovies

Associated Press file photo

Pro Football Hall of Famer Jim Brown, shown in 2014, died
Thursday in his Los Angeles home, his family announced.

By Richard Goldstein
NEW YORK TIMES

Brown continues on A6

OnMay 4, Ismail Boodhwa-
ni finished five slow bench
press repetitions, closed his
eyes, reached his arms over
his head and took several
slow, deep breaths from his
back. When the slim 73-year-
old felt his lungs relax, he
walked to a nearby leg press

machine and repeated the pro-
cess.

Five reps. Breathe in,
breathe out.

There, among workout ma-
chines crammed together in-
side a Thomas Street Health

Center gym, is where Boodh-
wani had spent much of the
last 12 years living with HIV,
arming his body to contend
with a long list of illnesses. At
least five times per week,
wearing the same white polo

shirt and white jeans, he float-
ed around the room in a med-
itative state, often closing his
eyes during workouts to visu-
alize himself writing the
words “Jesus Christ.”

Thomas Street had become
his secondhome, but the aging
building needed costly struc-
tural upgrades, and its desig-
nation as a historical land-

Clinic begins new chapter
at modern facility
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Dawn Jenkins, Harris Health’s director of HIV services, and Ismail Boodhwani hug at the new Thomas Street Health Center.

Thomas Street grew into pillar
ofHIV care at old historic home

By Julian Gill
STAFF WRITER

Clinic continues on A8


