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Texas may soon join most
other states that have done
away with annual safety in-
spections on vehicles.
State lawmakers are consid-

ering removing the require-
ment for yearly inspections in
noncommercial vehicles,
though emissions inspections
would still be required in some
counties, including the Met-
roplex.
“Vehicle inspections are

costly, time consuming and
provide little benefit to public

safety,” Republican Sen. Mayes
Middleton told lawmakers
during a May 11 committee
hearing.
The majority of states do not

require periodic car safety
inspections, according to Kelly
Blue Book.
The proposal, filed by Repub-

lican Rep. Cody Harris of Pal-
estine, could be brought up for
debate in the Senate in the
coming days. Lawmakers ad-
journ the legislative session
May 29. If it passes out of the
Senate without amendments,
the legislation would head to
Gov. Greg Abbott’s desk.
Opponents of the bill have

raised concerns about unsafe
cars on road. The inspections
check for things like brakes,
steering, horn, mirrors and
other vehicle safety features,
said Jose Escribano, who works
on a task force for a Travis
County constable’s office.
“The first line of defense-

...for the safety of our fellow
Texans is going to be actually a
safety inspection,” he said.
Middleton noted that many

cars now have features that
detect potential problems with
vehicles.
Opponents also raised con-

cerns with the jobs that could
be eliminated by not requiring

the annual inspection.
Vehicle owners would pay a

$7.50 fee when they renew
their registration and a $16.75
fee when they buy a new car.
Most of the money would go to
the Texas Mobility Fund, which
helps finance construction for
state highways.
A separate bill to remove the

inspection requirement didn’t
get the votes to pass out of the
Senate Transportation Commit-
tee in March.
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Annual state-required vehicle inspections are a ritual for most Texas drivers, but do they make us more safe?

Texas considers abolishing
yearly vehicle safety inspections
BY ELEANOR DEARMAN
edearman@star-telegram.com

Shots were fired Thursday
afternoon during an ATF in-
vestigation in east Fort Worth,
according to an ATF spokes-
person.
Law enforcement sources told

Star-Telegram partner WFAA-
TV that no officers were hurt
and that there were two
suspects from the incident and
one was in custody Thursday
night. The suspect in custody
was taken to a hospital, accord-
ing to WFAA.
Law enforcement officers

searched throughout the night
for the other suspect, who was
believed to be wounded and
escaped on foot.
Multiple agencies including

the ATF, Texas Department of
Public Safety, and Fort Worth
and Arlington police officers
were seen responding to the
shooting scene at the Rocco
Apartments, at 9001 Randol
Mill Road, on Thursday after-
noon and evening.
Photos provided to the Star-

Telegram by Josh Bacon show
bullet holes in a vehicle and
ATF agents and police at the

Officers
searching for
suspect after
shooting
BY NICOLE LOPEZ
nlopez@star-telegram.com

SEE SHOOTING, 4A

A Fort Worth police sergeant
who helped rescue a baby who
was dumped in a ravine de-
scribed the moment as “just
pure emotion” and said he “was
just elated” when officers found
the kidnapped child.
A thief jumped in the

mother’s car in a residential
neighborhood in north Fort
Worth and sped off with the
baby still inside the vehicle
Monday night, police have said.
The baby’s mother, Lucila

Barrientos, told KXAS-TV that
she stopped at her sister-in-
law’s house in the Diamond Hill
area to drop off an item and left
her car running. She took her
5-year-old daughter inside the
house with her but left her
6-month-old son in the car.
Barrientos has never before

left one of her kids in a car unat-
tended and she doesn’t know
what she was thinking, she told
the NBC station in Spanish. She
said she was in the house for
less than five minutes and came
outside to find her car and baby
gone.
The mother called 911 and

prayed that the thief would not
hurt her son.
A little more than an hour

later, Fort Worth police Sgt.

Police officer,
mom
describe
rescue of
kidnapped
baby
BY NICOLE LOPEZ
nlopez@star-telegram.com
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A reverend mother who over-
sees cloistered nuns at an Ar-
lington monastery is in a legal
battle with Bishop Michael
Olson and the Fort Worth
Catholic Diocese after he
launched an investigation into
allegations she violated her
chastity vows with a priest.
Reverend Mother Superior

Teresa Agnes Gerlach has sued
Olson and the diocese, seeking
more than $1 million in damag-
es. She accuses the bishop of
abuse of power and overstep-
ping his authority.
Gerlach, along with Sister

Francis Therese, filed the law-
suit May 3 in Tarrant County
district court. The dispute is
playing out in court and with
canonical lawyers who handle
ecclesiastical matters.
Matthew Bobo, an attorney

representing the nuns, said the
accusations are “absolutely
false and have no basis.”
“Per canon law, he doesn’t

have the authority to start an
investigation or take any action.
This is an independent religious
organization which answers

directly to the Pope,” Bobo
said.
The nuns have lived quietly

on 72 wooded acres near South
Bowen Road and West Sublett
Road since 1958.
The Sisters of Carmel are

withdrawn from the world and
spend much of their day in
silent prayer. The order has
existed since 1562.
The diocese posted a

statement on its website that
said: “Bishop Michael Olson
received a report in April 2023
that the Reverend Mother Tere-
sa Agnes of Jesus Crucified
Gerlach, O.C.D., committed
sins against the Sixth Com-
mandment and violated her
vow of chastity with a priest
from outside the Diocese of
Fort Worth. The priest’s superi-
ors have been notified. An ec-
clesiastical investigation into
the report of the grave mis-
conduct was initiated at the
Monastery of the Most Holy
Trinity in Arlington, Texas, on
April 24, 2023. During this
time, Mass is being offered for
the sisters on Sundays. The
Reverend Mother Teresa Agnes
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Bishop Michael Olson has been accused of abuse of power and
overstepping his authority in a lawsuit filed by a reverend mother
who oversees nuns at an Arlington monastery.

Nun sues diocese after bishop
accuses her of adultery
BY ELIZABETH CAMPBELL
liz@star-telegram.com
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