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HIROSHIMA, Japan – President Joe
Biden on Friday endorsed plans to train
Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-made F-16
fi�ghter jets, according to two people fa-
miliar with the matter, as he huddled
with leaders of the world’s most power-
ful democracies on plans to toughen
punishments on Russia for its 15-month
invasion of Ukraine.

The Group of Seven leaders were
convening in Hiroshima, Japan, where

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy is to join them on Sunday in his far-
thest trip from his country since the war
began in February of last year.

The leaders heard for the fi�rst time of
Biden’s backing of training Ukrainian
pilots on advanced fi�ghter jets, as a pre-
cursor to sending the jets to Ukraine.

The G7 leaders also set out new sanc-
tions on Moscow as well as plans to en-
hance the eff�ectiveness of existing fi�-
nancial penalties meant to constrain
President Vladimir Putin’s war eff�ort.

Biden endorses F-16 training for Ukrainians
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has consistently called for Western
fi�ghter jets. Now, as Ukraine has bolstered its air defenses, officials believe the
jets could become useful in the battle against Russia. DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP FILESee F-16, Page 2A

LONDON – Deep-sea researchers have completed
the fi�rst full-size digital scan of the Titanic, showing the
entire wreck in unprecedented detail and clarity, the
companies behind a new documentary on the wreck
said Thursday. 

Using two remotely operated submersibles, a team
of researchers spent six weeks last summer in the
North Atlantic mapping the whole shipwreck and the
surrounding 3-mile debris fi�eld, where personal be-
longings of the ocean liner’s passengers, such as shoes
and watches, were scattered. 

Richard Parkinson, founder and chief executive of
deep-sea exploration fi�rm Magellan, estimated that the
resulting data – including 715,000 images – is 10 times
larger than any underwater 3D model ever attempted
before. 

“It’s an absolutely one-to-one digital copy, a ‘twin,’ of
the Titanic in every detail,” said Anthony Geff�en, head
of documentary maker Atlantic Productions.

The Titanic was on its maiden voyage from South-
ampton, England, to New York City when it hit an ice-

berg off� Newfoundland in the North Atlantic on April 15,
1912. The luxury ocean liner sank within hours, killing
about 1,500 people. 

The wreck, discovered in 1985, lies some 12,500 feet
under the sea, about 435 miles off� the coast of Canada. 

Geff�en says previous images of the Titanic were of-
ten limited by low light levels, and only allowed viewers
to see one area of the wreck at a time. He said the new
photorealistic 3D model captures both the bow and
stern section, which had separated upon sinking, in
clear detail – including the serial number on the propel-
ler. 

Researchers have spent seven months rendering the
large amount of data they gathered, and a documentary
on the project is expected to come out next year. But
beyond that, Geff�en says he hopes the new technology
will help researchers work out details of how the Titan-
ic met its fate and allow people to interact with history
in a fresh way.

The new photorealistic 3D model of the Titanic captures both the bow and stern section, which had separated upon
sinking, in clear detail – including the serial number on the propeller. ATLANTIC/MAGELLAN VIA AP

3D scan of Titanic shows
shipwreck in new light
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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds
of U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national econo-
my would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt
limit is not increased and the govern-
ment defaults on its debts, according
to a new poll, even as few say they have
a solid understanding of the ongoing
debt limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they
want any increase in the debt limit to
be coupled with agreed-upon terms for
reducing the federal budget defi�cit. At
the same time, Americans are more
likely to disapprove than approve of
how President Joe Biden and congres-
sional negotiators on both sides of the
aisle are handling negotiations. Still,
slightly more approve of Biden’s han-
dling of the situation than of congres-
sional Republicans. 

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve
of Biden and 26% say the same about
congressional Democrats, while 22%
approve of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

Sixty-six-year-old Robert Hutchins
says he somewhat approves of how
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy and
Republicans in Congress are handling
negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do some-
thing,” the Republican from Milton,
Delaware, said of McCarthy’s leader-
ship over his conference. “The Demo-
crats want to spend more money and
they don’t want any limit to it.” 

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant re-
minder of the nation’s debt load, which
currently stands at $31.4 trillion.

Poll: Many
concerned
about debt
limit issue
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