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Ensure your home is 
comfortable this Spring
by giving your system 

the proper TLC
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Write-in candidate got 
63% of vote for mayor
Dave Lieber: Trophy Club swore 
in a new mayor this week. What 
makes it noteworthy is the way she 
was elected. >> The Watchdog, 3A

Missed opportunities cost 
Guyer in Game 1 vs. Jesuit
A plethora of missed opportunities, both 
offensively and defensively, ultimately 
cost Guyer in its 3-2 loss to Dallas Jesuit 
on Thursday. >> Sports, 10A

Rob and Evelyn 
Neale moved 
to a Tioga farm 

after their wedding in 
1908. When the U.S. 
entered World War I in 
1917, 29-year-old Rob’s 
draft card described 
him as a stout man 
with blue eyes and brown hair. 
Although he spent four years as a 
private at what became Texas A&M 
University, he did not fight in WWI. 

He stayed home to support his 
wife and nine children.

The Neale family moved to 
Denton at 1112 N. Locust St. by 1921. 

Rob Neale started 
the Denton Bus Line 
with one bus at 108 
W. McKinney St. 
Through the years, 
Neale kept the bus 
fare to a nickel.

Public transpor-
tation was a lifeline 
when most people 

didn’t own cars. Students at the 
College of Industrial Arts and the 
North Texas State Teachers College 

(present-day Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity and the University of North 
Texas) who regularly used the bus 
could purchase 24 bus tokens for 
one dollar.

Horse-drawn omnibuses pro-
vided early mass transportation. 
The Denton Traction Co. served 

For decades, Denton Bus 
Line got people around 
town for just a nickel

Rob Neale 
Sr.

Courtesy image
The original Denton Bus Line building at 108 W. McKinney St. still 
stands today.

By Christian McPhate
Staff Writer

cmcphate@dentonrc.com

The photographer had asked 
a simple question of Denton 
City Council member Vicki Byrd 
during a recent meeting focusing 
on tourism to Denton. It wasn’t a 
derogatory question, Byrd said, 
just one of curiosity, something he 
had noticed when he was trying to 
capture Denton’s diverse popula-

tion in photographs of downtown 
for the committee: Where are all 
the Black people downtown? Why 
aren’t they hanging out on the 
courthouse lawn?

Byrd, who is Black, wasn’t sure 

how to answer it and told him, 
“Aside from church, I’m not really 
sure.”

“He was right,” Byrd told the 
Record-Chronicle in a Thursday 
afternoon interview. “Where is the 

17% [who make up the Black popu-
lation in Denton]?”

She received part of her answer 
in a conversation with someone 
she called a younger gentleman 
not quite 60 yet, born and raised 
in Southeast Denton. He lives only 
three blocks away from downtown 
yet said he never goes there to 
hang out or shop.

Denton’s 17%
Cristina Sandoval/For the DRC

The city is seeking volunteers from the Southeast Denton community to serve on the steering committee for the Southeast Denton Area 
Plan.
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By Brooke Colombo
Staff Writer

bcolombo@dentonrc.com

Lewisville Lake and Ray Roberts 
Lake are popular destinations to 
enjoy the Memorial Day weekend. 
But if you’re not a regular lakegoer, 
don’t dive in blind.

The Denton Record-Chronicle 
has compiled a guide on accessing 
the lakes, safety and how to avoid a 
fine or worse from the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department.

Ray Roberts Lake access
Nearly all access points on the 

lake require a fee. But if you’re 
looking to get in for free, head 
toward Pecan Creek.

This area can be located by tak-
ing the FM 3002 exit off Interstate 
35 north of Sanger. Follow this road 
4 miles east and cross the second 
bridge. A sign on the south side of 
the road will indicate where to find 
the public boat launch.

The launch is a two-lane ramp 
with a boarding pier. The parking 
lot holds up to 75 vehicles.

Open all year, there is no fee re-
quired. But donations are accept-
ed. However, as the access point 
without a fee, the boat launch can 
get congested.

To contact operations for this 
access point, call 940-686-2148.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Heading 
to the 
lake? 
A few 
pointers

MEMORIAL DAY SAFETY

City’s complicated relationship with 
Southeast Denton leads to shortage of 

support on group to plan the future

See SOUTHEAST on 8A See LAKES on 9A

See RAMSAY on 9A

  From Ryan High to the WNBA >> Sports, 10A


