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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds of
U.S. adults say they are highly concerned
about how the national economy would
be aff�ected if the U.S. debt limit is not in-
creased and the government defaults on
its debts, according to a new poll, even as
few say they have a solid understanding
of the ongoing debt limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they
want any increase in the debt limit to be
coupled with agreed-upon terms for re-
ducing the federal budget defi�cit. At the
same time, Americans are more likely to
disapprove than approve of how Presi-
dent Joe Biden and negotiators on both
sides of the aisle are handling negotia-
tions. Still, slightly more approve of Bi-
den’s handling of the situation than of
congressional Republicans. 

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs Re-
search shows 27% say they approve of
Biden and 26% say the same about con-
gressional Democrats, while 22% ap-
prove of congressional Republicans.

Close to half disapprove of each. 
Robert Hutchins, 66, says he some-

what approves of how House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy and Republicans in
Congress are handling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do something,”
the Republican from Milton, Delaware,
said of McCarthy’s leadership. “The
Democrats want to spend more money
and they don’t want any limit to it.” 

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant remind-
er of the nation’s debt load, which cur-
rently stands at $31.4 trillion.

Otherwise, “you just think you have
an unlimited credit card and you can
spend whatever you want,” he said. 

Ron Ellis, 61, of Lake Charles, Louisi-
ana, said he hasn’t been paying a lot of
attention to the latest debt limit debate
because he’s thinks it will be resolved in
time to save the economy from harm, as
in the past. But he expressed concern
about the level of U.S. borrowing, calling
it “astronomical” and “out of hand.”

“I’ve learned from the past that they

always at the last minute come up with
a plan,” said Ellis, a registered Demo-
crat who is retired after owning a truck-
ing company. “Basically, it’s just a show
on their part and, you know, one side
blames the other and generally they
end up with a decision. Hopefully
they’ll do it again.”

Overall, about 2 in 10 U.S. adults say
they are following negotiations over
raising the debt limit extremely or very
closely, and about 4 in 10 are following
somewhat closely. Similarly, about 2 in
10 say they understand the situation
very well and about 4 in 10 say they un-
derstand it somewhat well. 

Still, a clear majority – 63% – say
they think the negotiations should be
coupled with terms to reduce the bud-
get defi�cit. Nineteen percent say the
debt limit should be raised without
conditions and 16% say it should not be
raised at all. Overall, the adults who say
they understand the debate best are es-
pecially likely to say the debt limit
should be increased without conditions

Poll: Many worried
about debt limit

The U.S. is inching closer to the June 1 deadline to raise the debt ceiling or risk defaulting on the nation’s $31 trillion in
debt. A default would likely spell catastrophe for the U.S. economy, with spillover throughout the globe, and would
prompt a probable recession. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP FILE
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U.S. Sen. John
Cornyn of Texas said
Thursday that former
President Donald
Trump cannot win the
2024 general election
and that he’ll be looking
for alternatives as his
party plans to take on

Democrat Joe Biden next year.
“I think President Trump’s time has

passed him by,” Cornyn said during a
conference call with Texas reporters.
“And I think what’s the most impor-
tant thing for me is that we have a can-
didate who can actually win. 

“I don’t think President Trump un-
derstands that when you run in a gen-
eral election, you have to appeal to vot-
ers beyond your base.”

The comments from Texas’ senior
senator come nine days after a civil ju-
ry in New York found the former presi-
dent liable for sexually abusing writer
E. Jean Carroll in the 1990s and then
defaming her after she had come for-
ward with allegations against him.
That verdict was followed a day later
by Trump’s bombastic town hall with
CNN during which he again mocked
Carroll.

Despite that verdict — coupled with
the 34-count criminal indictment re-
lated to hush-money payments to con-
ceal a sexual dalliance and an ongoing
Justice Department investigation into
the removal of classifi�ed documents
from the White House — Trump is the
early frontrunner for the GOP presi-
dential nomination.

Cornyn said that frontrunner status
is illusory.

“There’s no question that President
Trump has some enthusiastic sup-
porters as part of his base,” Cornyn
said. “That works well for him in a Re-
publican primary, but not well when
you need to expand your appeal in a
general election.”

After losing the 2020 election to Bi-
den, Trump’s relationship with
Cornyn has soured. Last year the Tex-
an helped broker a bipartisan deal on a
federal gun bill that closed the “boy-
friend loophole” by including dating
partners on a list of people barred from
legally purchasing fi�rearms if they are
convicted of domestic violence. In re-
sponse, Trump called Cornyn a “RI-
NO,” or “Republican in name only.”
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AUSTIN – House and Senate budget
negotiators have tentatively adopted
language that would bar state funds
from being used to pay the $3.3 million
whistleblower lawsuit settlement
reached by Attorney General Ken Paxton
and former aides.

The settlement agreement, reached in
February as Paxton was beginning his
third term, has been a lingering backsto-
ry to the 2023 legislative session as
many several key leaders from both po-
litical parties expressed misgivings
about using taxpayers’ money to put to
rest allegations of wrongdoing by the Re-
publican attorney general.

With the session drawing close to its
May 29 end date, budget writers are un-

der the gun to put the fi�nishing touches
on the $308 billion spending plan to fund
state operations for the two-year cycle
that starts Sept. 1.

A provision in the budget agreed to by
House and Senate members, commonly
called a rider, would prohibit the Offi�ce of
the Attorney General from using “any ap-
propriated funds for the purposes of a
settlement or judgment relating to law-
suits or claims.”

It remains unclear when the House-
Senate conference committee will com-
plete its work and send the fi�nal docu-
ment to both chambers for fi�nal adop-
tion. And because the document re-
mains a work in progress, language in
the working draft is subject to change
before lawmakers sign off� on it.

The lawsuit by four former employees 
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