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INSIDE

Seven men have been
arrested for solicitation of
prostitution in an investi-
gation led by the FBI
Beaumont.

The men, whose ages
range from 24 to 61, were
arrested Wednesday, ac-
cording to a news release
from the Jefferson Coun-

ty Sheriff ’s Office.
The Office, along with

FBI Beaumont and Beau-
mont police, had con-
ducted an online solicita-
tion investigation of indi-
viduals searching online
sex websites and phone
applications for males
and females, some under-
age, “to engage in sexual
relations,” the release
said.

The seven men arrest-
ed showed up at agreed-
upon motel rooms before
being taken into custody.

Three of the men, ages
61; 46; and 35, also were
charged with solicitation
of a minor.

“FBI Beaumont was
proud to lead its first-ever
federal online covert ini-
tiative alongside our part-
ners at the Jefferson

County Sheriff ’s Office
and Beaumont Police De-
partment,” FBI Beau-
mont Supervisory Senior
Resident Agent Nicole Si-
negar said in a Facebook
post about the arrests.
“Protecting our East Tex-
as community from sub-
jects seeking to harm
children is a top priority
for our office. We look
forward to spearheading
more operations to guard
our neighbors from sexu-
al predators.”

Sevenmen arrested for
solicitation of prostitution

By Megan Zapalac
STAFF WRITER

Three also face solicitation of aminor charges

TxDOT is making progress on
the widening project on US 69
fromInterstate10 to theLowerNe-
ches Valley Authority Canal,
which includes exit and entrance
ramp reconstruction near Dowlen
Road.

TheDowlen Road rampwork is
expected to be completed next
month, according to TxDOT
Beaumont District Public Infor-
mation Officer Sarah Dupre.

The overall widening project is
now on schedule for completion
by the end of 2023, she said.

The project was initially pre-
sented to the public in an open
meeting in 2018, withwork under-
way by 2019.

It is one of several widening

projects on major highways
through the City of Beaumont and
Jefferson County, which includes
expansion of I-10 in Orange Coun-

ty and from Beaumont to Winnie.
Widening of the interchanges
where I-10 andUS69meet are also
planned.
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The on and off ramp work on US 69 near Dowlen Road, pictured Thursday, which is part of a larger
TxDOT widening project from Interstate 10 to the LNVA Canal, is expected to be completed next month.

Dowlen Road rampwork to
be completed nextmonth

By Kim Brent
PHOTOJOURNALIST

Experts say the time is
coming for Southeast Tex-
ans to take significant
steps to make their com-
munities more resilient to
increasingly common ex-
treme weather events.

The Bipartisan Infra-
structure Bill and the In-
flation Reduction Act are

providing unprecedented
funding to states, local
governments and commu-
nity based organizations,
which Houston Advanced
Research Center Presi-
dent and CEO John Hall
said can help improve in-
frastructure, address the
impacts of changing cli-
mate and build a commu-
nity resiliency.

Specifically, Hall said a

large portion of those
funds are focused on re-
ducing emissions. Due to
the industrial base in
Southeast Texas, Hall said
Beaumont, Port Arthur
and Orange are good tar-
gets for the funds.

“A significant propor-
tion of the emissions that
need to be further re-
duced, come from their fa-
cilities. And that’s a phe-

nomenon that exists exist
along the Texas Gulf
Coast, because it is the re-
gion of Texas and the
world where a significant
proportion of our capacity
for for oil and gas refining
and petrochemicals ex-
ist,” Hall said. “Part of the
fund is focused on what
can be done to reduce
emissions for those facili-

Southeast Texans encouraged to take
steps toward environmental resiliency
By Courtney Pedersen
STAFF WRITER

Weather continues on A4

Two men have been ar-
rested after police discov-
ered several pounds of
powdered cocaine and ec-
stasy tablets at a home in
Groves.

The Port Arthur Police
Department Narcotics and
Guns Unit had been inves-
tigating two people that
police believe were distrib-
uting large amounts of co-
caine in Port Arthur. The
investigation revealed that
the twohada“covertdistri-
bution location” in Groves,
according toanewsrelease

from the Port Arthur Po-
lice Department.

On May 10, Port Arthur
and Groves police officers
executed a search warrant
at the house in the 2800
block of AmberAvenue, in
search of the drugs, the re-
lease said.

Police ultimately found
some 9 pounds of pow-
dered cocaine, about 3
pounds of ecstasy tablets
and two firearms, the re-
lease said.

The men were arrested
for possession of a con-
trolled substance and tak-
en to the Jefferson County
jail, according to police.

Searchwarrant
yields two arrests
in drug bust
By Megan Zapalac
STAFF WRITER

Courtesy of Port Arthur police

Police ultimately found some 9 pounds of powdered
cocaine, about 3 pounds of ecstasy tablets and two
firearms, the release said.
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Beaumont’s Planning
and Zoning Commission
is recommending the de-
nial of yet another pro-
posed game room for
Beaumont, this time in a
three-bedroom house.

The building, a three-
bedroom house on the
5300 block of Gorman
Road, was deemed too
small and lacking the nec-
essary amount of parking
spaces.

“One of the bedrooms
(is) only 8-feet by 12-feet,”
Commission chairman Si-
na Nejad said. “And it’s
really not fit for this type
of operation of the inside
of it.”

The building itself is al-
so a wooden frame, re-
quiring major structural
renovations to remove a
number of inside walls
and subsequently fit the

30-slot machines pro-
posed for the space. Nejad
also raised concerns about
insufficient air condition-
ing and electrical systems.

Shaleen Singh, the ap-
plicant, told the commis-
sioners he planned to re-
design the inside of the
building and would work
with a nearby gas station
to create a gravel lot for
some cars to park at the
establishment.

“Thegas station already
doesn’t have enough park-
ing in this place,” Nejad
said, adding the mapped
layout of the would-be
business that was present
showed there’d be virtual-
ly no room for extra park-
ing.

Nejad also said to ac-
commodate the 30 ma-
chines, it’d most likely re-
quire one parking space
for every one or two ma-
chines.

Here is why Beaumont
planning and zoning
commission denied
gaming facility permit
By Matt Hollinshead
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Matt Hollinshead/Beaumont Enterprise

The Beaumont Planning and Zoning Commission
discusses a request for a specific use permit on a
gaming facility on Gorman Road during the
commission’s joint public hearing on Monday.

Denial continues on A4


