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H.S. baseball: Hawley starts
fast, races past Stamford
SPORTS, 1B

STAMFORD — It was in the cards for
Katherine Bushart.

“Honestly, I am a very unlucky per-
son by nature,” she said moments be-
fore needing a little luck in life. “But I’m
not dwelling on that. Whoever’s meant
to win will win today.”

Wearing a Stamford Bulldogs blue
dress, she strode in the City Council
chambers at City Hall at high noon plus
four hours to face down her two oppo-
nents.

Each would draw a playing card. The
high card would determine the newest
member of the Stamford City Counci.

Mayor James Decker - Deck-er, how
fi�tting - explained the rules, saying the
high card “will determine the outcome
of the race.”

It just can’t get any more Texas that
that.

Decker said the Texas Secretary of
State’s offi�ce advised the city that the
tie would be determined by runoff� “un-
less the candidates unanimously agree
on another resolution.

They did.
“I want to thank the candidates for

the cordiality and collegiality for agree-
ing to this settlement,” Decker said. “Ev-
erybody has the best interest of Stam-
ford in mind.”

It was agreed that buying a deck of
playing cards would be cheaper than
having another election. The job fell to
the city manager, an unlikely city ex-
pense.

Minutes later, the master dealer -
aka City Manager Alan Plumlee -
spread nine shuffl�ed playing cards face
down on a table.

Cards 2 through 10.
“We decided not to put any face

cards because we didn’t want any argu-
ments on what the ace was,” Plumlee
said.

Anticipation was building.
This event was so big that a) it was

held earlier enough so that Stamford
folks could get to Abilene for the base-
ball and softball playoff� games and, b) it
was livestreamed by the Stamford
Chamber of Commerce. 

At least four media outlets also were

present, three from Abilene, where
elections are not nearly this exciting.

Plumlee showed the candidates the
cards, then shuffl�ed them, placed the
cards face down in a row. 

In the order they were listed on the
ballot, Morgan Campbell, Bushart and
Jay Webb each drew one, keeping the
card face down and not looking at it.

“OK, at this time, pick it up and show
us what you have,” Plumlee said.

Campbell had picked the 2 of dia-
monds. Uh-oh.

Webb turned over the 5 of diamonds.
Hmm, a little better.

Bushart drew the 8 of diamonds, the
high card.

“It looks like the winner is Ms. Bush-
art,” Plumlee said.

The applause was not deafening but
congratulatory. 

Quicker than you could say card
shark, Stamford had a new Place 2
member of the City Council. Terms are
for two years in Stamford.

The other six cards were turned over
to ensure the election process was val-
id.

The three residents each received 7
votes to replace councilman Ken Rober-

son, who previously served the city not
once but twice as city manager. He was
not in attendance for the playing card
shootout.

“Yea,” Bushart said, smiling. “This is
my fi�rst election ever.”

That’s even counting school. 
No election party was planned, she

said.
“I’m going to go home and spend

time with my boys,” she said. They’re
ages 8 to 14.

“I am sure they’re going to be excit-
ed.”

Bushart does tax preparation and
manages accounts for another fi�rm.

“Stamford has had a really positive
role in me and my family’s lives since
moving here, so I wanted to be more in-
volved in the community,” she said of
why she sought public offi�ce. 

Her family moved here from New
Braunfels two years ago in June, fi�nding
the right house in Stamford. That re-
cently was lost in a fi�re.

“What sold me after we looked at the
house was the warm, welcoming com-
munity and the family environment,”
she said. 

Before the drama, Campbell said,
“All three of us are wanting to serve
Stamford. We put it up to the voters un-
til it comes to this. It came down to
money and time. We’re going to draw to
see who wins.”

He ran to “get to know the communi-
ty better.”

Campbell, who works for a pipeline
company. moved to Stamford from
Hawley 10 years ago, he said. “I just
thought I’d be more involved. “

He was OK with the card drawing,
saying, “It come up to money. “Let’s
draw to see who wins.”

Webb said the seat was open and “I
wanted to get on the council and help
the city continue to grow and help small
business.”

A resident of Stamford for about 18
months, Webb is retired from construc-
tion and serves as a volunteer fi�refi�ght-
er and “couple of other ministries here
in town.”

Stamford was chosen because it’s
centrally located to other family. The
Webbs moved to Texas from Oregon.

Little did he know how ties can be
settled in the Lone Card State.

8 of diamonds is enough 

Katherine Bushart reacts after drawing the winning card in the three-way lottery for a position on the Stamford City
Council on Thursday. She and her opponents Jay Webb (left) and Morgan Campbell had evenly split the vote in the May 6
election and agreed to draw cards at City Hall to decide the winner. PHOTOS BY RONALD W. ERDRICH/REPORTER-NEWS

Stamford council candidate wins card drawing
Greg Jaklewicz
Abilene Reporter-News
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Katherine Bushart holds her winning
card Thursday at Stamford City Hall.

After months of sparring over how
best to deliver billions in property tax
relief to Texans, the House and Senate
might be nearing a deal that combines
House Speaker Dade Phelan’s prefer-
ence to cut appraisal caps by half with
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick’s appetite to in-
crease the portion of a property’s value
that cannot be taxed. 

With just over a week left in the leg-
islative session, lawmakers in both
chambers are under pressure to fi�gure
out the tax relief puzzle – a discussion
that aff�ects all Texans and their fi�-
nances. A failure to reach a deal could
harm them politically after they en-
tered the 140-day session in January
with a mandate from Patrick and Gov.
Greg Abbott to return nearly half of the
state’s $33 billion budget surplus to
property owners. 

The House on Thursday moved the
two sides closer to a compromise with
its latest tax relief plan. After an ex-
pected fi�nal House vote on the propos-
al Friday, it will return to the Senate for
reconsideration. The Senate can ap-
prove the bill as revised and send it to
Abbott to become law, or it can reject
the proposal and trigger a conference
meeting between members from both
chambers to hash out the diff�erences. 

Deal eyed
in $16B
tax relief
proposal 
Plan off�ers compromise
between House, Senate

Ryan Autullo
Austin American-Statesman
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See TAX RELIEF, Page 4A

Advocates are bringing out the big
guns – including Matthew McCo-
naughey, Dennis Quaid and Woody
Harrelson – to push for state incen-
tives to encourage making movies and
other media in Texas.

More
incentives
for media
sought

Michael Barnes
Austin American-Statesman
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See MEDIA, Page 2A

‘Good for Texas’ 
behind eff�ort

Owen Wilson readily volunteered to
appear in a video, “Good For Texas,”
that advocates support in the
Legislature for fi�lmmakers and other
media makers in the state.
PROVIDED BY GOOD FOR TEXAS


