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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds of
U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national economy
would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt limit is
not increased and the government de-
faults on its debts, according to a new
poll, even as few say they have a solid
understanding of the ongoing debt limit
negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they
want any increase in the debt limit to be
coupled with agreed-upon terms for re-
ducing the federal budget defi�cit. At the
same time, Americans are more likely to
disapprove than approve of how Presi-
dent Joe Biden and negotiators on both
sides of the aisle are handling negotia-
tions. Still, slightly more approve of Bi-
den’s handling of the situation than of
congressional Republicans.

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve 

The U.S. is inching
closer to the June 1
deadline to raise the
debt ceiling or risk
defaulting on the
nation’s $31 trillion
in debt. A default
would likely spell
catastrophe for the
U.S. economy, with
spillover throughout
the globe, and
would prompt a
probable recession.
J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/

AP FILE

Poll: Many worried about debt limit
Most in US say pair
increase with defi�cit cuts
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See DEBT LIMIT, Page 3A

WASHINGTON – Former FBI employees ac-
cused the bureau of politicization in congres-
sional testimony Thursday, a day after the agen-
cy disclosed that two of the men had seen their
security clearances revoked over concerns about
how their views of the Capitol attack on Jan. 6,
2021, aff�ected their work. 

The three men alleged overreach and retalia-
tion by the FBI in testimony to a special House
committee investigating what Republicans as-
sert is the “weaponization” of the federal govern-
ment against conservatives.

“If you’re not politically correct ... you’re not in
line with what they think to be the political posi-
tion or the proper position, you’re the target,”
Rep. Jim Jordan of Ohio, the Republican chair-
man of the committee, said in his opening state-
ment.

Former FBI employees Marcus Allen and Steve
Friend testifi�ed to the panel just hours after the
FBI informed Jordan in a letter Wednesday – ob-
tained by The Associated Press – that both men 

Rep. Jim Jordan and other Republicans on a special House committee hailed the former FBI employees as rank-and-fi�le
patriots who were facing retribution for speaking out against government abuse. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

FBI employees
allege retaliation

2 had clearances revoked over views on Capitol riot
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“This select committee is a

clearinghouse for testing

conspiracy theories for Donald

Trump to use in his 2024

presidential campaign.”
Rep. Stacey Plaskett

See FBI, Page 2A

NASHVILLE – Gov. Bill Lee on
Thursday signed off� on legislation that
will gut Tennessee’s community over-
sight boards and instead replace those
panels with review committees that
have no power to investigate police
misconduct allegations. 

Lee, a Republican, quietly enacted
the measure after the GOP-dominated
General Assembly easily pushed
through the proposal during this year’s
legislative session despite objections
from local offi�cials and Democratic
lawmakers. They have pointed to the
killing of Tyre Nichols – who died after
a brutal beating by fi�ve Memphis po-
lice offi�cers – as a reason to maintain
police accountability across the state.

Under the new law, which goes into
eff�ect July 1, community oversight
boards will now be transformed into
“police advisory and review commit-
tees,” which will only allow the mayor-
appointed members to refer com-
plaints to law enforcement internal af-
fairs units rather than allowing the
board to independently investigate the
complaints.

Republican lawmakers pushed for
the bill as part of a long string of 

Lee OKs
eliminating
community
oversight
boards
Kimberlee Kruesi
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Bill Lee continues to move
through the remaining bills passed in
the legislative session that ended
last month. He has never vetoed a bill
in office. GEORGE WALKER IV/AP FILE

See BOARDS, Page 3A


