
County mayor proclaims May Foster Care Awareness month
MARIAH FRANKLIN
mariah.franklin@thedailytimes.com

For Blount Countians who 
provide services to foster 
children and foster families, 
lack of widespread aware-
ness on how to help can be a 
hindrance.

Hoping to raise aware-
ness of those needs, Blount 
County Mayor Ed Mitchell 
recognized the month 
of May as Foster Care 
Awareness Month in a short 
ceremony at the county 
courthouse Tuesday, May 16.

Reading out a proclama-
tion, Mitchell noted that 
there are 150 foster children 

in the county’s custody. � ere 
are 110 foster families in the 
county, he said.

� e text of the proclama-
tion states that he “urge(s) 
all citizens to join (him) in 
appreciation for the contri-
butions and commitment of 
our foster families in Blount 
County, and further to work 
diligently to serve the needs 
of foster children, youth and 
families in our community 
however we can … ”

Finding foster families 
to take in children can be 
di�  cult, especially for older 
children and children with 
siblings. But those who pro-
vide foster care services and 

support foster families said 
placements are only one way 
of helping vulnerable chil-
dren. Kristin Miller, a com-
munity engagement director 
with Tennessee Kids Belong 
— a nonpro� t that works 
with foster services and fam-
ilies — told � e Daily Times 
after the ceremony that 
though the need for more 
foster families is urgent, 
support in other areas is also 
necessary.

“A lot of people think, ‘if 
I can’t be a foster parent, 
I can’t be involved,’ and 
so they kind of shut out 
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Blount County Mayor Ed Mitchell fi nishes reading a proclamation for Fos-
ter Care Awareness Month Tuesday morning in his offi  ce. The mayor was 
joined by foster care workers, nonprofi t professionals and business owners 
(from left) Angela Lemanski, Erin Holloway, Christina Jenkins, Natasha War-
ren, Kristin Miller, Cindy Chandler and Tracy Taplin
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Halle Bailey (3) lays down a bunt possibly intended as a sacrifi ce, but in addition to moving her teammate from second to third, Bailey 
dashed to fi rst to beat the throw for a bunt single.

Blount 
County OKs 
change to 
hospital law
MARIAH FRANKLIN
mariah.franklin@thedailytimes.com

Blount County commissioners 
approved a legal move � ursday  
designed to allow the county to con-
tract with a hospital manager other 
than Blount Memorial Hospital 
Incorporated, the nonpro� t that’s 
operated the facility since the 1940s.

� e amendment they passed to the 
78-year-old law that created Blount 
Memorial Hospital also expressly 
provides for the removal of hospital 
managers. Counsel for Blount County 
have contended that the authority 
to end any management relationship 
already rests with the commission.

For rati� cation, the measure needed 
a two-thirds majority — 14 “yes” 
votes — from the commission. 
Commissioners approved the amend-
ment for the � rst time in February, 
sending it to the state legislature, 
which likewise voted to approve it last 
month. Governor Bill Lee signed the 
amendment May 11.

Seventeen commissioners voted 
in favor of the change � ursday. 
Commissioners Ron French and 
Tom Stinnett voted against it, and 
Commissioner Rick Carver abstained. 
Commissioner Dyran Bledsoe was 
absent.

� e vote comes amid intense polit-
ical dispute and active litigation. 
Ownership of hospital assets, how 
Blount Memorial board members are 
nominated and appointed, the hospi-
tal’s losses and transparency are among 
the issues in contention.

NEXT STEP
Contacted ahead of the vote 

� ursday afternoon, hospital represen-
tatives declined to comment on how 
Blount Memorial planned to pro-
ceed in the event of the amendment’s 
rati� cation.

Blount County Mayor Ed Mitchell 
wrote in a statement sent to � e Daily 
Times on Friday, “I’m pleased that the 
Private Act Amendment passed the 
� nal phase last night with the County 
Commission’s vote. I will meet with 
our County Attorney next week and 
discuss our next steps towards a pro-
fessional management agreement for 
the bene� t of our community-owned 
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