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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds
of U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national econo-
my would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt
limit is not increased and the govern-
ment defaults on its debts, according
to a new poll, even as few say they have
a solid understanding of the ongoing
debt limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say
they want any increase in the debt lim-
it to be coupled with agreed-upon
terms for reducing the federal budget
defi�cit. At the same time, Americans
are more likely to disapprove than ap-
prove of how President Joe Biden and
congressional negotiators on both
sides of the aisle are handling negotia-
tions. Still, slightly more approve of Bi-
den’s handling of the situation than of
congressional Republicans. 

The new poll from The Associated

Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve
of Biden and 26% say the same about
congressional Democrats, while 22%
approve of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

Sixty-six-year-old Robert Hutchins
says he somewhat approves of how
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy and
Republicans in Congress are handling
negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do some-
thing,” the Republican from Milton,
Delaware, said of McCarthy’s leader-
ship over his conference. “The Demo-
crats want to spend more money and
they don’t want any limit to it.” 

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant re-
minder of the nation’s debt load,
which currently stands at $31.4 tril-
lion.

Poll: Many concerned
about debt limit

A new poll shows 22% say they approve of congressional Republicans and House Speaker Kevin McCarthy.
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Most say pair increase with defi�cit cuts, survey shows
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WASHINGTON – The chairman of the House For-
eign Aff�airs Committee says he is pausing an eff�ort to
hold Secretary of State Antony Blinken in contempt
of Congress now that the State Department off�ered to
let him review a classifi�ed cable from U.S. diplomats
in Kabul sent shortly before the U.S. withdrawal from
Afghanistan.

Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas, agreed Thursday
to review the July 2021 communica-
tion that reportedly warned the U.S.
about the potential fall of Kabul via a
special dissent channel. State Depart-
ment offi�cials have used the classifi�ed
messaging platform for decades to is-
sue warnings or express contrarian
views directly to senior agency offi�-
cials.

McCaul accepted the condition to view the docu-
ment with the names of those who signed it redacted.
The same off�er was made to the top Democrat on the
panel, Rep. Gregory Meeks of New York, but McCaul
urged State to grant access to all other committee
members also.

The State Department did not immediately return
a request for comment.

GOP pauses
Blinken contempt
push over cable
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HIROSHIMA, Japan – President Joe Biden on Fri-
day endorsed plans to train Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-
made F-16 fi�ghter jets, according to two people famil-
iar with the matter, as he huddled with leaders of the
world’s most powerful democracies on plans to
toughen punishments on Russia for its 15-month in-
vasion of Ukraine.

The Group of Seven leaders were convening in Hi-
roshima, Japan, where Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy is to join them on Sunday in his far-
thest trip from his country since the war began in
February of last year.

The leaders heard for the fi�rst time of Biden’s back-
ing of training Ukrainian pilots on advanced fi�ghter
jets, as a precursor to sending the jets to Ukraine.

The G7 leaders also set out new sanctions on Mos-
cow as well as plans to enhance the eff�ectiveness of
existing fi�nancial penalties meant to constrain Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s war eff�ort.

“Our support for Ukraine will not waver,” the G7
leaders said in a statement released after closed-
door meetings. They vowed “to stand together 

Biden endorses
F-16 training for
Ukrainians
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