
Nebraska OKs   
12-Week Abortion 

Ban, Restricts 
Trans Health Care  

BY MARGERY A. BECK 
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — The Nebraska Legislature 
on Friday approved a 12-week abortion ban 
and restrictions on gender-affirming care for 

children in a move so 
contentious that lawmak-
ers on both sides have 
said they may be unable 
to work together in the 
future.

Conservative lawmak-
ers wrangled just enough 
votes to end a filibuster 
and pass a bill with both 
measures. Republican 
Gov. Jim Pillen, who 

pushed for the bill and met with various law-
makers to shore up support, has promised to 
sign it into law.

The mood in the Nebraska Capitol has been 
volatile since lawmakers on Tuesday advanced 
by a single vote the hybrid measure that ties to-
gether restrictions that Republicans across the 
U.S. have been pushing. Nebraska’s lawmakers 
have traded insults and promises of retribu-
tion, while protesters have loudly voiced their 
displeasure.

Friday’s debate was briefly stopped when 
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NORTH
OF 15TH STREET

“A trusted name in real estate”
Lewis & Clark 

224 W. 3rd, Downtown Yankton • 665-9383

Realty, Inc.
www.yanktonareahomes.com

Call Leslie Kuntz Today, 661-2647

Congratulations Congratulations 

Graduates!Graduates!

Newer home in sought after neighborhood! Large oversized 3 car 
with oversized door. Large, private back yard with new vinyl fencing, 
new Large composite patio deck off kitchen and another off front 
entrance. The living, dining, kitchen offers open concept with 
vaulted ceilings. 3 bedroom with 2 master options! New carpet/
pad on main. Sprinkler system added! Great family neighborhood 
with community garden and DOG Park across the road!

2509 Wynn Way ~ $338,000

Duane Thompson, a 
resident of Gary in 
northeastern South 
Dakota, prepares to do 
some grilling for his 
wife Sue (center) and 
their friend, Sharon 
Maas, while camping 
at the Lewis & Clark 
Recreation Area this 
week. (Photo: Jayson 
Blocksidge)

BY JAYSON BLOCKSIDGE
P&D Correspondent

The scent of lavender trees, the 
mechanical sounds of an excavator 
smoothing out the sandy beaches along 
the Lewis and Clark Lake, and the meaty 
aroma of grilled hamburgers points 
to the annual reopening of the Lewis 
and Clark Recreation Area in Yankton 
County. 

Following a long and arduous winter, 
Open House weekend has arrived. May 
19-21 offers free park entrance and fish-
ing and showcases the hard work and 
preparation of the South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks staff and volunteers.

Even a short stroll along the lake 
reveals increased numbers of recreation 
vehicles and sunbathers staking claim to 

the more than 430 available campsites, 
including accommodations for tents, 
campers and camping cabins. It is no 
surprise that the winter weather damp-
ened the spirit of camping enthusiasts. 

 “Camping numbers at the Lewis 
& Clark Recreation Area year-to-date 
through April were down 25%,” ac-
cording to Shane Bertsch, District Park 
Supervisor.

Camping numbers for the entire 
park district, including the Chief White 
Crane and Pierson Ranch Recreation 
areas, were down 36%, with a total of 695 
camping units.

But other numbers are brighter.
“Visitation, however, was up by 19% 

for the month of April over last year,” 

L&C Recreation Area 
Ready For Busy Summer
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BY CORA VAN OLSON
cora.vanolson@yankton.net

Having served the community throughout their years 
living in Yankton, Jake and Sandy Hoffner are squarely on 
board with promoting this year’s annual Riverboat Days & 
Summer Arts Festival as Captain and Belle. 

The 2023 celebration is Aug. 18-20, and will include arts 
and crafts vendors, free music, a children’s activity area, 
food trucks and a beer tent, and many attractions through-
out each day.

“It’s an incredible group of people that come together 
from various aspects of life, and confidently, optimistically 
put this thing together with a perfect marriage with Yankton 
Area Arts. We work together very well,” Jake Hoffner told 
the Press & Dakotan.

The Hoffners were notified in March but had to keep 
their selection a secret until the big reveal at a minor-league 
baseball game in Yankton earlier this month. 

According to tradition, the news came as a surprise  — 
literally — with a knock at the door. 

“Jake told me, ‘Michele Termansen wants to come over 
and ask you a quilt question,’” said Sandy, an avid quilter 
who has been active with the Dakota Prairie Quilt Guild for 
many years. “She’s co-chair of the Riverboat Days commit-
tee, and I said, ‘Oh, okay. I’ll be home.’ When I answer the 
door there are four of them.”

“We got a little suspicious,” added Jake.
The couple discussed the opportunity, which involves 

promoting Riverboat Days & Summer Arts Festival, and 

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

Believing the recreation figures are far too 
low, an organization has asked the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to revise its economic im-
pact study for Lewis and Clark Lake siltation.

The Missouri Sedimentation Action Coali-
tion (MSAC) heard the report Friday during 
its annual meeting in Yankton. The Corps pro-
vided its engineering and economic studies 
of sediment, which has gotten progressively 
worse in the lake behind Gavins Point Dam 
near Yankton.

“The lake will become 100% full of sedi-
ment by approximately year 2150,” said the 
Corps’ Justin Brewer. “At that point, there 
will be no more water recreation.”

Brewer provided the historic, current 

and future projected costs for sediment. He 
looked at the broad range of economic im-
pacts for recreation, agriculture, hydropower 
and infrastructure.

“There are hundreds of millions of dollars 
in impacts realized (because of sedimenta-
tion),” he added.

Traditionally, a Corps analysis covers 
50 years, but this study used a 150-year 
period to provide “the big picture,” Brewer 
explained.

Recreation draws more than one million 
visitors annually to Lewis and Clark Lake. 
The number has expanded in recent years 
and could grow tremendously with the STAR 
WARS project bringing a Niobrara State 

Point Of Debate Jake and Sandy 
Hoffner are 
settling into 
their roles as 
the Captain and 
Belle for the 
2023 Riverboat 
Days celebra-
tion. Both have 
been involved 
with the festival 
for several 
years, and they 
will now act 
as the official 
ambassadors 
for the August 
event. (Kelly 
Hertz/P&D)

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
Paul Boyd, with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Omaha, presents the findings of a study on Lewis and 
Clark Lake sedimentation west of Yankton.

MSAC Members Dispute Corps 
Economic Impact Estimate
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Six People Arrested 
At Nebraska State 

Capitol Friday.
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Hoffners Ready 
To Set Sail As 

Riverboat Days 
Captain And Belle
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“The lake 
will become 
100% full of 
sediment by 
approximately 
year 2150. 
At that point, 
there will be 
no more water 
recreation.”

JUSTIN  
BREWER
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