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Rep. Dusty Johnson, R-SD, intro-
duced federal legislation Tuesday to
preserve an area of land where hun-
dreds of Lakota men, women and chil-
dren were massacred by the U.S. Army
at Wounded Knee in 1890.

The 40 acres of land, where an old
trading post was located, was pur-
chased by the Oglala Sioux Tribe and
the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe in Sep-
tember. A covenant was signed by the
tribes in October that stated the proper-
ty would be maintained as a memorial
and sacred site without development.

Johnson explained Tuesday the bill
added an additional degree of certainty
for tribes to “know that they will have
the long-term ability to govern that land
and manage that property.”

In the bill, the land
cannot be sold without
the consent of Congress
and the tribes, and the
land is not subject to tax-
ation by local and state
governments. Civil and
criminal jurisdiction is

maintained by the Oglala Sioux tribe. 
Johnson added the bill was done in

coordination with the tribes and that
the tribes were supportive of it.

“This is sacred ground, and we want
to make sure that it’s protected,” he
said.

What happened at Wounded Knee

An estimated 350 Lakota people,
230 who were women and children,
were massacred by the U.S. Army on 

‘This is sacred ground’
The Wounded Knee Memorial marks the site of the massacre of hundreds of Lakota people by U.S. soldiers in 1890. The
land was purchased by the Oglala Sioux Tribe and the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe in September. KALLE BENALLIE/AP FILE

Johnson introduces bill to preserve Wounded Knee massacre site
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“We, the Cheyenne River

Sioux Tribe, view the 1890

Wounded Knee Massacre as

one of the most atrocious

acts of genocide against the

innocent 350 Lakota

children, women, and men

who were brutally attacked

and murdered after being

disarmed by the United

States Seventh Calvary.” 
Ryman LeBeau
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Chiarman 

See SITE, Page 2A

Robert Braun didn’t think he’d end
up quitting his job in front of Aberdeen
City Council after he outlined a litany of
problems hindering the town’s water
treatment plant. 

Then again, he never
thought it would be-
come what he called
such a terrible place to
work after six years on
the job.

“I wasn’t going to re-
sign. I was just going to
state my piece, but emo-

tions took over,” Braun told the Argus
Leader on Tuesday. “I just can’t do it
anymore… I’ve been struggling for
years, I mean, several years with sleep
and worry.”

But Braun, who was superintendent
of the plant, did exactly that Monday,
when he aired his pent-up frustrations
about what he called “incompetent”
and “unqualifi�ed” staff�, faked lab tests
and claims of hostile interactions with
city manager Joe Gaa, whose position
oversees Aberdeen’s water treatment
and wastewater eff�orts.

Braun went as far as to say, “The 

‘Plant is
ready to
fail’: Water
woes in
Aberdeen 

Days after an Aberdeen water su-
perintendent brought allegations that
water treatment plant staff� faked cer-
tain water quality records before pub-
licly quitting his job, city leaders are
responding to the accusations.

Mayor Travis Schaunaman re-
leased a statement on Thursday de-
claring no evidence of faked lab tests
existed and no compliance issues
could be found at the Aberdeen Water
Treatment Plant.

Former Aberdeen Water Superin-
tendent Robert Braun raised the initial
concerns during a Monday city coun-
cil meeting, in which he alleged a staff�
member had faked water quality lab
tests on multiple occasions.

According to the mayor’s state-
ment, an investigation into the allega-
tions was initiated by staff� Tuesday. A
review of the state Department of Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources’ rec-
ords also “revealed no inconsistencies
suggesting false reporting.”

Mayor: No
evidence of
faked tests
Dominik Dausch
Sioux Falls Argus Leader
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The Sioux Empire Battle of the Bands
will kick off� this weekend in Harrisburg
Phoenix Lounge, said the event co-or-
ganizer Melanie Robles, vocalist, and
keyboard player from rock band Jaded
Theories, based in Marion South Dako-
ta.

Robles said they discussed it with
her husband, Jared Robles, who is the
band singer and guitar player, and came
up with the general idea of the event.
Robles said her husband was inspired

by his previous experiences of similar
events on the East Coast where he used
to live prior.

“That’s been done in other places,”
said Robles.

After conceiving the idea, the couple
decided to reach out to the venues to
see who would be likely to host it. Tom
Odea, from Harrisburg Phoenix
Lounge, turned out to be responsive to
the proposal and helped set up the
event.

Jaded Theories announced the event
on social media and through word of
mouth with the local bands in South
Dakota. 

Due to scheduling issues, of the 12
bands from the area that originally
wanted to participate, eight signed up.

The bands are Jaded Theories, Alad-
din Sane, Introverse, Degenerates, Ze-
nith, Aftermath, Devils on Deck, and
Granite City Howler. The bands will
show up at 3 p.m. Saturday at the Phoe-
nix Lounge in Harrisburg.

Local food trucks will cater the event
for the guests, said Jared Robles. He
emphasized they were trying to keep
everything local to spotlight the original
talents from the area. 

Harrisburg hosts fi�rst Sioux Empire
Battle of the Bands this weekend
Oksana Kotkina
Sioux Falls Argus Leader
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Offi�cial resigns:
Issues include
city not ready for
summer demand
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Braun

Lincoln leads after fi�rst day of
Class AA tennis tournament
SPORTS, 1B


