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MITCHELL — After 
going a year without 
enough corn to decorate 
Mitchell’s biggest tour-
ist attraction due to the 
2022 drought, the Corn 
Palace is desperate for a 
successful crop this year.

The heavy snow-
fall Mitchell received 
this winter improved 
drought conditions, 
which has Corn Palace 
Director Doug Greenway 
hopeful there will be 
enough corn to decorate 
the iconic murals in the 
2024 theme.

“We just don’t want 

to be short. We hope we 
have a good growing 
season and have plenty 
of corn that comes in and 
is ready to go,” Green-
way said.

Last year’s drought 
took a historic toll on 
Corn Palace farmer Brett 
Lowrie’s crops. The 
amount of corn he man-
aged to produce during 

the dry spell was enough 
to fill up only a handful 
of bins, making it the 
first time Lowrie wasn’t 
able to harvest enough 
corn to decorate all nine 
murals along the land-
mark building.

To redecorate the 
murals each year, it 
takes roughly 350,000 
ears of corn. Accord-
ing to Greenway, they 
received about 25% of 
that amount last year.

As a result of the corn 
shortage, Greenway had 
to make the tough call to 
keep the circus themed 
murals along the Corn 
Palace for another year 
and hope for a better 
crop this upcoming fall.

Although the circus 

By Jason Harward
Mitchell Republic

OACOMA, S.D. — 
Though most of the 
discussion around 
housing in South Dako-
ta over the past months 
has revolved around the 
hold-up of $200 mil-
lion in infrastructure 
development dollars, 
a two-day industry 
summit in Chamber-
lain this week showed 
some other methods for 
growing housing stock.

If there was one thing 
attendees at the Arrow-
wood Cedar Shores 
Resort in Oacoma could 
agree on, it’s that near-
ly every nook and cran-
ny in South Dakota is 
experiencing a housing 
shortage.

The May 16 and 17 
housing summit — a 
joint effort between 
Dakota Resources and 
Lake Francis Case Eco-
nomic Development 
Corporation — brought 
together roughly 50 
economic development 
directors and housing 
experts from around 
the state to share fund-
ing sources and hous-
ing development meth-
ods that communities 
can get started on as 
the state works out the 

kinks in the workforce 
housing program put 
into law this past ses-
sion.

“When we network, 
we learn faster togeth-
er; we’re not as likely 
to make as many mis-
takes,” said Mike Knut-
son, who orchestrates 
the Dakota Resources 
Community Learning 
Network. “We’re able 
to see how other peo-
ple have already done 
things and we get bet-
ter together faster.”

According to Mike 
Lauritsen, the execu-
tive director of the Lake 
Francis Case Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion, the South Dako-
ta Housing Authority 
didn’t take questions on 
the $200 million fund, 
since the body will be 
discussing the adoption 
of the draft program 
rules at a meeting on 
May 31.

But rather than the 
gloomy housing dis-
cussions that have cir-
culated over the pro-
gram’s delay, Lauritsen 
said the housing sum-
mit was about sharing 
what has worked in the 
ongoing battle for more 
housing, like free land 
in Chamberlain, infill 
lots in Tripp and multi-
use redevelopments in 
Huron.

For Lauritsen, one of 
the largest changes in 
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Science, speech standout to pursue medical career

KORZAN IS BOUND 
FOR PRINCETON

Erik Kaufman / Mitchell Republic
Alexis Korzan will graduate from Mitchell High School on Sunday at the Corn Palace. The senior recently 
received a full ride scholarship to Princeton, where she expects to continue her research into cancer treatment.

By Erik Kaufman
Mitchell Republic

Mitchell

Alexis Korzan knows 
the value of seizing 
opportunity.

The Mitchell High School 
senior, who will graduate along 
with the rest of the Class of 

2023 Sunday afternoon at the 
Corn Palace, has been doing 
that throughout her high school 
career. She has taken advantage 
of both academic and athletic 
programs during her teenage 
years, and even set out on a 
personal health research project 
that earned her a government 
patent for her work.

All those opportunities taken 
have led her to the end of 
her time in high school and 
the beginning of her college 
career. Now she has another 
opportunity: Attending Princeton 
University in New Jersey on a 
full ride scholarship to study 

Iconic murals need some love
Corn Palace leaders 
hope for better  
crop season

By Jason Harward
Mitchell Republic

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. 
— Gov. Kristi Noem is 
continuing her work to 

decouple South Dako-
ta’s pension fund from 
the Chinese economy, 
penning a May 16 let-
ter to Vanguard asking 
the asset management 
megafirm to offer an 
emerging markets option 
that leaves out Chinese 
investments.

In addition to a related 
note to the South Dako-

ta Investment Council on 
the same day, the letter 
to Vanguard CEO Mor-
timer Buckley builds 
upon a spree of activi-
ty late last year, when 
Noem wrote a similar 
letter to Vanguard and 
asked the investment 
council to review its 
direct investments for 
any ties to Chinese com-

panies.
This time, Noem’s 

inquiries were joined by 
three other governors: 
Kim Reynolds, of Iowa; 
Greg Abbott, of Texas; 
and Tate Reeves, of Mis-
sissippi.

The council’s review of 
direct investments last 
year found a small num-
ber of ties to individu-

al companies that were 
quickly sold, liquidating 
around $1.4 million of 
the state’s $19 billion 
investment fund, State 
Investment Officer Matt 
Clark told the Associated 
Press at the time.

Noem’s renewed 
inquiry for a China-free 
emerging markets index 
fund from Vanguard — 

a bundle of investments 
in “emerging” countries 
like China, Taiwan, Bra-
zil, India and Saudi Ara-
bia — looks to address 
another, much larger tie 
between the state pen-
sion and the Chinese 
economy.

“We must find oppor-
tunities to stop the 

Sam Fosness / Mitchell Republic
The Corn Palace decorated in the 2022 mural theme 
“Under The Big Top” has remained the same for the 
past two years due to the 2022 drought.

Can Gov. Noem rid SD’s state pension of ties to China?
‘Our taxpayer-
funded investments 
are the right  
place to start’
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