
VOLUME 73, No. 140
STAY CONNECTED MYRTLEBEACHONLINE.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/SUNNEWS
TWITTER.COM/THESUNNEWS

NEWS ALL DAY.
YOUR WAY. SATURDAY MAY 20 2023 $3.00

In today’s paper
SPORTS: Rookie
Cole sneaks past
stars at PGA
Championship.
3A

ADAM CAIRNS USA TODAY Sports

Our website
features local news
and sports content
important to you.
myrtlebeachonline.com

Mostly cloudy
78°/68° See 2A

TodayinXtra
News

Subscribers have access to this
additional bonus content online at

myrtlebeachonline.com/
eedition/xtranews.

Find McClatchy’s
best stories,
including one on
the toxic water
troubles at
Camp Lejeune.Courtesy of Fred Palumbo

DIGITAL READERS GET MORE

CUSTOMER SERVICE
866-780-0786
myrtlebeachonline.com/customer-service

We’re committed to providing the essential journalism you need. Find the content
important to you inside. Subscribers can find an additional 50+ pages each day
by going to myrtlebeachonline.com/eedition/extraextra or by scanning the code
to the left.

A 15-year-old who shot and
killed another teenager last year
will stand trial as an adult for
murder, according to the 15th
Circuit Solicitor’s Office.
Damien Rodriguez, now 15,

was charged with murder and
attempted murder of two juve-
niles on Aug. 13.

Rodriguez was charged in the
death of Christopher Noah Gar-
rett.
A Family Court judge ruled

Thursday that the teen can be
tried as an adult in the case, the
solicitor’s office said in a state-
ment Friday morning.
The State filed a motion to

move Rodiguez’s case to Gener-
al Sessions Court, said Caroline
Fox, senior assistant solicitor
who prosecuted the case in

Family Court, in the statement.
After a hearing, the Family

Court Judge Holly Wall deter-
mined that the charges should
be waived to General Sessions
court.
No immediate hearings are

scheduled at this time.
Garrett, who was 14, was shot

multiple times by another juve-
nile, who was not identified at
the time, according to police
reports.

Officers with the Horry Coun-
ty Police Department responded
to reports of shots fired on Bar-
ons Bluff Road in Conway, an
incident report stated.
An officer on scene was di-

rected to a wooded area, where
the unnamed juvenile was on
his back with multiple bleeding
wounds, according to the report.
It is not clear what led to the

shooting.

15-year-old faces murder trial
as adult for 2022 shooting
BY TERRI RICHARDSON
trichardson@thesunnews.com

as he huddled with leaders of
the world’s most powerful de-
mocracies on plans to toughen
punishments on Russia for its
15-month invasion of Ukraine.
The Group of Seven leaders

were convening in Hiroshima,
where President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy was expected to join
them on on Sunday in his far-
thest trip from his country since

HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
President Joe Biden on Friday

endorsed plans to train Ukrai-
nian pilots on U.S.-made F-16
fighter jets, according to two
people familiar with the matter,

the war began in February of
last year.
The leaders heard for the first

time of Biden’s backing of train-
ing Ukrainian pilots on ad-
vanced fighter jets, as a pre-
cursor to sending the jets to
Ukraine.
The G7 leaders also set out

new sanctions on Moscow as
well as plans to enhance the

effectiveness of existing finan-
cial penalties meant to constrain
President Vladimir Putin’s war
effort.
“Our support for Ukraine will

not waver,” the G7 leaders said
in a statement released after
closed-door meetings. The
vowed “to stand together
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At the Group of Seven summit in Japan, Hiroshima, the leaders stand together and talk after the “family” photo.

At G7 summit, Biden and
Zelenskyy keep focus on Ukraine
BY ZEKEMILLER, FOSTER KLUG,
JOSH BOAK, AND ELAINE
KURTENBACH
Associated Press

SEE G7 SUMMIT, 2A

An 88-year-old pedestrian was
identified as the person who
died in a crash involving a Har-

ley-Davidson motorcycle
Wednesday night.
Two others were injured.
At around 11:08 p.m., a ped-

estrian was struck by a 2015
Harley-Davidson motorcycle
that was driving south on High-

way 17 Business near Woodland
Drive Extension. The pedestrian
sustained fatal injuries, accord-
ing to the South Carolina High-
way Patrol.
The Horry County Coroner’s

Office identified the victim

Thursday afternoon as Clai-
borne Waller, 88, of Garden
City.
The driver and passenger of

the motorcycle were taken to
the hospital.
SCHP Trooper Nick Pye con-

firmed Thursday that no arrests
have been made. It’s unclear if
the driver will face charges.
South Carolina Highway Pa-

trol is investigating.

Garden City man dies in
late-night motorcycle crash
BY CAROLINEWILLIAMSON
cwilliamson@thesunnews.com

The Atlantic hurricane
season has not officially start-
ed but the National Hurricane
Center has already identified
the first subtropical cyclone of
2023 — and it formed months
ago.
The subtropical storm

formed in mid-January off the
northeastern U.S. Coast and
will officially be designated as
the first cyclone for the 2023
Atlantic hurricane season, the
NHC said in a tweet on May
11.
The Hurricane Center said

key information about the
system will be released in a
tropical report in the next few
months.
The news about the sub-

tropical storm was released
four days before NHC began
their tropical weather outlook
for the 2023 hurricane sea-
son, which doesn’t start until
June 1. There is currently no
tropical activity expected in
the next seven days, accord-
ing to NHC.
The Atlantic Basin includes

Gulf Coast and East Coast
states including Mississippi,
Florida, Louisiana, Alabama,
North Carolina, South Car-
olina and Georgia.
January storms are rare, but

the month recently had a
hurricane. In January 2016,
Subtropical Storm Alex
formed in the eastern Atlantic
and then became a hurricane.
It eventually made landfall in
the Azores as a tropical storm,
according to The Weather
Channel.
Only five other Atlantic

storms have existed in Jan-
uary since record-keeping
began, The Weather Channel
reports.
The subtropical storm was

given an ID for tracking but
was not a named storm. The
first system to reach tropical
storm strength in 2023 will be
named Arlene.
Here is the list of the 2023

storm names for the Atlantic
hurricane season:
Arlene
Bret
Cindy
Don
Emily
Franklin
Gert
Harold
Idalia
Jose
Katia
Lee
Margot
Nigel
Ophelia
Philippe
Rina
Sean
Tammy
Vince
Whitney
You can follow updates

from the National Hurricane
Center on Twitter or at
hurricanes.gov.

Justin Mitchell:
228-604-0705,
@JustinMitchell_

National
Hurricane
Center
begins 2023
season
updates
BY JUSTIN MITCHELL
jmitchell@mcclatchy.com


