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MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — Sen. Tim Scott of South
Carolina filed paperwork on Friday to en-
ter the 2024 Republican presidential race,
testing whether a more optimistic vision
of America’s future can resonate with GOP
voters.

The Senate’s only Black Republican has
made his grandfather’s work in the cotton
fields of the Deep South a bedrock of his
political identity. Yet Scott rejects the no-
tion that racism remains a powerful force
in society, and he has cast his candidacy
and rise from generational poverty as the
realization of a dream only possible in
America.

He is scheduled to make a formal an-
nouncement on Monday at Charleston
Southern University,a private Baptist col-
lege and Scott’s alma mater, in his home-
town of North Charleston.

Scott already has scheduled TV ads to
begin airing in the early voting states Iowa

and New Hampshire early next week, the
most significant advertising expenditure
by a potential or declared candidate in the
early stages of the 2024 nominating cam-
paign.

Scott tries to focus on hopeful themes
and avoid divisive language to distinguish
himself from the grievance-based politics
favored by those leading the GOP field,
such as former President Donald Trump
and Florida Gov.Ron DeSantis,who hasn’t
yet entered the race but is expected to do
so soon.

The senator refuses to frame his own life
story around the country’s racial inequi-
ties. He insists that those who disagree
with his views on the issue are trying to
“weaponize race to divide us,” and that
“the truth of my life disproves their lies.”

During a February visit to Iowa, which
holds the first GOP presidential caucuses,
Scott spoke of a “new American sunrise”
rooted in collaboration.

“I see a future where common sense has

rebuilt common ground,where we’ve cre-
ated real unity,not by compromising away
our conservatism,but by winning converts
to our conservatism,” he said.

But Scott has his limits. During that
same trip, he spoke against political cor-
rectness in much the same fashion as
Trump and DeSantis.

“If you wanted a blueprint to ruin Amer-
ica, you’d keep doing exactly what Joe
Biden has let the far left do to our country
for the past two years,” he said.“Tell every
white kid they’re oppressors.Tell Black and
brown kids their destiny is grievance, not
greatness.”

Scott speaks often about his hardscrab-
ble roots.He was raised by a single mother
who worked long hours as a nurse’s assis-
tant to provide for him and his brother
after her divorce from their father. Scott,
who describes himself as a lackluster stu-
dent,graduated from Charleston Southern
University with a political science degree
before opening an insurance business.

TED ANTHONY
Associated Press

NEW YORK — At the end of “The Search-
ers,” one of John Wayne’s most renowned
Westerns, a kidnapped girl has been rescued
and a family reunited. As the closing music
swells, Wayne’s character looks around at his
kin — people who have other people to lean on
— and then walks off toward the dusty West
Texas horizon, lonesome and alone.

It’s a classic example of a fundamental
American tall tale — that of a nation built on
notions of individualism, a male-dominated
story filled with loners and “rugged individ-
ualists” who suck it up, do what needs to be
done, ride off into the sunset and like it that
way.

In reality, loneliness in America can be
deadly. This month, U.S. Surgeon General
Vivek Murthy declared it an American ep-
idemic, saying that it takes as deadly a toll
as smoking on the population of the United
States. “Millions of people in America are
struggling in the shadows,” he said, “and
that’s not right.”

He cited some potent forces: the gradual
withering of longstanding institutions, de-
creased engagement with churches, the fray-
ing bonds of extended families. When you add
recent stressors — the rise of social media and
virtual life, post-9/11 polarization and the
way COVID-19 interrupted existence — the
challenge becomes even more stark.

People are lonely the world over. But as
far back as the early 19th century, when the
word “loneliness” began to be used in its
current context in American life, some were
already asking the question: Do the contours
of American society — that emphasis on indi-
vidualism, that spreading out with impunity
over a vast, sometimes outsized landscape —
encourage isolation and alienation?

Or is that, like other chunks of the Ameri-
can story, a premise built on myths?

Lonely
nation
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U.S. Sen. Tim Scott of South Carolina is running for the GOP nomination for president.

Scott files to run as GOP
presidential candidate
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FLORENCE — The city will soon
pressure landlords to evict criminals in
an effort to fight crime, Councilwoman
Lethonia Barnes said Friday.

Landlords who refuse to evict tenants
who actively participate in illegal activ-
ities will have their permits and license
to rent the property revoked, Barnes said
at a press conference. The Community
Redevelopment Committee, which she
is a part of, is taking the lead on the ini-
tiative, she said.

“We are confronted with a critical
safety crisis in our community,” Barnes
said. “We are calling for owners of tenant
properties to join us in this crusade to
make all of Florence safe and a wonder-
ful place to live and raise a family.”

An ordinance allowing the city to
pressure landlords in this way has been
on the books since 2020, but she said
city staff has not had the time or man-
power to enforce it.

The purpose of the ordinance is not to
put people out on the street, but instead
to make people think twice about com-
mitting criminal acts, she said.

Many criminals do not consider that
what they are doing is hurting those
around them, according to Barnes. If
they have to choose between commit-
ting a crime and finding a new place to
live, it may force them to reconsider, she
said.

“If you are a tenant and you are com-
mitting crimes and causing unrest in our
communities, know that we are asking
for you to be evicted from your home,”

Barnes said.
Councilwoman LaShonda Ne-

Smith-Jackson said the evictions should
not add to the homeless population be-
cause criminals “are not hopeless” and
will find another place to live.

The city is focusing on “blighted ar-
eas” of the city, where 60% to 70% of the
homes are rented, according to Barnes.
She said enforcement of the ordinance
will focus on properties where criminal
activity takes place.

According to data provided by Captain
Mike Brandt with the Florence Police

Department, the city had four murders
between the start of this year and the
end of last month.

Florence will pressure landlords to evict criminals
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Florence Councilwoman Lethonia Barnes, left, and Councilwoman LaShonda NeSmith-
Jackson announce the Community Redevelopment Committee’s plan to pressure
landlords to evict criminals from their properties.
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FLORENCE — A new art exhibit at the Drs.
Bruce and Lee Foundation Library in Florence
explores consumerism, mass production and
what mundane items mean in our lives.

But visitors may find themselves thinking
about dinosaurs instead.

Colleen Critcher’s Want/Need exhibit
opened Thursday night at the Dr. N Lee
Morris Gallery on the library’s second floor.
Critcher is a Florence resident who often
captures the same subject over and over
again in a process she called purposefully
repetitive.

“One of the things that came up over and
over for me when I was doing research about
consumer culture was the idea of mass pro-
duction, of everyone thinks that they’re get-
ting these very special things, but everything
is mass produced now, even art, so there are
no special things anymore,” she said.

Exhibit explores
what mundane
items mean

WATCH: Florence City
Council members Lethonia
Barnes and LaShonda
NeSmith-Jackson talk about

plans to reduce neighborhood crime.
To see the video, please point your
smartphone camera at the QR code,
then tap the link.

US surgeon general
says toll is deadly

CHRISTIAN SMITH, MORNING NEWS

Colleen Critcher at her Want/Need exhibit,
located at the Drs. Bruce & Lee Foundation
Library in Florence.
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